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JOHN LICHFIELD 

There they go. there they go, 
there they go ... Overthe chan- 
nel. and through the Tbnnel 
pour the massed battalions of 
the British Euro-sceptic Expe- 
ditionary Fbrce (BEEF). Over 
the coming weeks, they will 
fight them in (he committee 
rooms, in the council chambers, 
in the summits, in the newspa- 
per columns. If the beef ban 
should last far a thousand years, 
they will never surrender. If 
they’re forced into another 
Dunkirk-withdrawal from Eu- 
rope - they would not care. 

But hold cm a moment, the 
derided Euro-pacifist cries: is 
not this a veiy silly war? 

For Britain is fighting, in ef- 
fect, on the side of Euro-fed- 
eralism and Big Brother 
Europe against legitimate nat- 
ional anxieties. We are bom- 
barding our allies as well as our 
opponents. We are within an 


inch or two of achieving our first 
objective peacefully. 

We are deploying weapons 
whicfi, if they damage anything 
at all, damage ourselves as 
much as they damage the 
enemy. 

The Mad Cow War of 1996 
will be portrayed as the usual 
thing: Britain versus a threat- 
ening and monolithic Europe. 
But mis time it is different Con- 
sider the faUawing remarkable 
statement by the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Malcolm Rifkind, speak- 


view of the European 


le European Commission 
has said that [die easing of the 
beef ban] is the tight thing to da 
A small group of countries is 
blocking all progress for their 
own internal pohtical reasons.” 
How shocking, Mr Rifkind 
implies, and how short-sighted, 
that a group of countries should 
put their own national interests 
and the concerns of their pub- 
lic before tie expressed and au- 


So much, then, for the views 
of the German, Belgl^IJMch, ' 
Luxembourg^!], Italian, Span- 
ish and Portuguese people. 
They should they bow to the will 
of Brussels and the Euro-ma- 
jority. If the situation were re- 
versed, and the BSE epidemic 
had occurred in, say. Ranee, a 
child could compose the likely 
Daily Meal splash headline. “EU 
orders Britons to eat killer 
meatr 

There are two reasons why 
this wholly unnecessary crisis 
may cause far more damage to 
Britain’s relations with Europe 
than any of Mrs Thatcher’s 
protracted constitutional and 
budgetary crusades of thel980s 
- which, arguably, were neces- 
sary. 

First, the diroute is driven on 

the British side by some genuine 
concern for fair play and anxi- 
ety about the livelihoods of 


British beef farmers. We do 
have a case, although the Gov- 
ernment has presented it bad- 
ly. But the real long-term 
interest of our farmers is to re- 
store the reputation of British 
beef. This cannot be done by 
shouting; **Eat our beef or 
else”. The whole affair has 
been hijacked by Euro-bysteria. 
It has been turbo-charged into 
a crisis by the opportunism of 
a minority of Conservative 
politicians and a majority of 
Euro-bashing British newspa- 
pers. 

Secondly, on the European 
side, the dispute is fuelled not 
by devious political machina- 
tions but by the life-and- death 
fears, however misplaced, of 
real people. Mad cows are no 
abstract Euro-squabble. BSE is 
one of those rare EU issues 
which people know about and 
care passionately about. 

Id terms of strict veterinary 
science and European law, the 


British Government and the Eu- 
i Commission may well be 
_ht There is no dear scientific 
reason not to eat British beef. 
EU countries should certainly 
ease the export ban to allow 
trade in gelatin, tallow, semen 
and, possibly, organically reared 
beet 

But a large section of con- 
sumer opinion on the continent 
believes that eating British beef 
- eating any beef - might (just 
might) rot the brains of their 
children and condemn them to 
a horrible early death. And 
who, originally, said so? The 
British Government and the 
British press. 

The result is demonstrated by 
beef sales, which have fallen in 
Germany by 45 per cent, in 
France by 25 per cent, in Spain 
by 40 per cent, in Italy by 60 per 
cent In Britain sales have re- 
turned to 94 per cent of last 
year's levels. 

Given the absence of British 


beef from the continental mar- 
ket, and tiie rarity of BSE on the 
continent, the Euro -consumers’ 
* fears are Irrational. But they ex- 
ist. Britain says Germany and 
the others should be doing 
more to educate their public 
They say we should do more to 
convince consumers that we 
axe eradicating BSE. 

This is, then, a typical Grade 
One Euro-squabble in which the 
technical and political argu- 
ments have become so hope- 
lessly intertwined that any 
solution is too technical for 
the politicians and too political 
for the technocrats. 

Yet given minima l goodwill, 
and a little time, there would 
have been a compromise. Why? 
Because that is what Brussels is 
good aL 

It may still happen. But 
meanwhile, the British policy of 
non-cooperation will not paral- 
yse Europe. A large part of nor- 
mal EU business can be 


conducted tty majority vote. 
No-one was expecting early 
progress in the the rolling In- 
ter-governmental Conference 
(IGC) on EU reform. Mr Ma- 
jorcan make a nuisance of him- 
self at the Florence summit next 
month but the 14 will probably 
draw up their own declaration, 
leaving the British Prime Min- 
ister as a footnote. 

The truth is that we can 
draw a little blood, but some will 
be our own. One of the early tar- 
gets for British obstruction is an 
obscure protocol on solvency in 
EU company law. This is some- 
thing we can block. Triumph! 
Unfortunately, it is also some- 
thing that the Government ap- 


proves of, and British industry 
has long wanted. 

We are faring a prolonged 
stalemate. We wifi soon have de- 
mands for more aggressive and 
probably illegal anti-EU offen- 
sives. The main effect will be to 
inflame anti-European feeling 
ahead of the election. Whal that 
will do to the Poor Bloody Inf- 
antry of British commerce rem- 
ains to be seen. Today, General 
Major is a hero. But it is all 
slightly reminiscent of Siegfried 
Sassoon’s poem: “He’s a cheery 
old card, grunted Harry to 
Jack.. . But he did for them both 
with his plan of attack." 
Blocking the Eli, page 2 
Science and politics, page 20 


Owen Oyston, 
the rapist 



Jaymee and final choices: 
The story behind the story 


^^^Jer^8^h^as 16. You were -rich and 
powerful with a strong personality. She was 
young and vulnerable.' 

- Mr Justice McCullough speaking last night 
Full report, page 3 
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A year of happy, hopeful life for 
an 11 -year-old - what is it 
-worth? It is priceless, of course, 
in a realm beyond financial 
reckoning. Tb the child herself, 
it was all there was. 

■ Jaymee Bowen - Child B of 
the celebrated “health ra- 
tioning” case - died on Thesday 
ni g frt; as most of the leading 
cancer experts knew she must 
She lived longer than many 
predicted but the ending was 
virtually certain. Her beaming 
face mid extraordinary hope- 
fulness were almost unbear- 
able to watch for those who 
knew that heme was an aiuaon. 
But she bad her extra year. 

Controversy about the is- 
sues in her case, will live on for 
as long as dying patients press 
for expensive, untried treat- 

of NH^^dgets*^ This was 
Jaymee V story, fighting 
leukaemia half of her life, at 10 
years old she reached the end 
of the line after a bone marrow 
transplant failed. Her doctors 
said that there was no hope and 
further treatment might only 
prolong Suffering. 

But her father refused to ac- 
cept it and demanded a second 
bone marrow transplant. The 
health authority, Cambridge 
and Huntingdon, refused be- 
cause of the pain involved, no- 
one in her condition had ever 
survived it and the best experts 
at the Royal Marsden hospital 
gave the same second opinion. 
(The health authority always 
said they would have paid for 


By Polly Toynbee 


any treatment the Marsden had 
recoin ended.) So it was not 
entirely a matter of the £75,000 
cost But norwas money absent 
from their thinking. 

Desperate, Jaymee’s father 
turned to a private doctor, Dr 
Pieter Graven, who, to the ex- 
treme disapproval of most oth- 
er child cancer specialists, said 
he would give Jaymee a second 
transplant After the Appeal 
Court turned down a plea to 


ity pushed for it Graved then 
gave her an experimental treat- 
ment in early trial stages - 
donor lymphocyte infusion - in- 
fusing white blood cells from her 
sister. It had neveT been tried 
on a child and it could have 
stripped the skin from her 
whole body. Jaymee’s health au- 
thority was never asked to foot 
the bill for this treatment. 

And so she lived for anoth- 
er year to thumb her nose at the 


‘I’d rather have 


gone through more 


suffering to live 

Ups** 

than not go 


through anything 


and die’ 


- Jaymee Bowen, page 5 



force flie health authority to pay, 
a private benefactor stepped 
forward and Gravett told a 
press conference the treatment 
would go ahead. 

In fact, Jaymee never re- 
ceived the disputed second 
transplant, when Gravett 
looked again, at the stark facts, 
he retreated. Instead he gave 
her more chemotherapy which 
put her into remission - treat- 
ment her original hospital mi gh t 
have offered had Jaymee’s lam- 


health authority. But since she 
was not part of a controlled tri- 
al, no one will ever know if her 
treatment gave her the extra 
year. Itmight have been just the 
chemotherapy. 

This, then, is not a nice heat 
moral dilemma: should the 
health authority have paid 
£75,000 to buy Jaymee a year of 
life? They were never offered 
anything that looked like that 
proposition. Like most health 
dfl emmag, j{ is murky. 


Virtually all leading child 
cancer experts belong to the UK 
Childrens Cancer Study Group, 
pooling research on new treat- 
ments. Their chairman. Pro- 
fessor Clifford Bailey, says that 
were he faced with Jaymee's 
case again, be would give the 
same advice - not to treat her. 
He says the very early stages of 
Lhe trials of donor lymphocyte 
infusion look as if it will not be 
a treatment in itself, but it may 
enhance the chances of bone 
marrow transplant success in 15 
per cent of patients. 

Britain leads in child 
leukaemia treatment partly be- 
cause all research is highly co- 
ordinated. Professor Bailey says 
if health authorities give in to 
patient pressure and fund un- 
tried. expensive treatments out- 
side official trials, trials would 
be wrecked in popular stam- 
pedes with no clear outcomes. 

To any parent of a dying 
child that is a dry and deathly 
answer. Of course they wifi 
clutch at any straw from apri- 
cot stones and carrots to the 
now discredited rush for inter- 
feron for bone cancer. The 
burden will always fell upon 
heajlh authorities to make the 
choice, but what more can they 
do but rely on the overwhelm- 
ing medical opinion of the day? 
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Portable numbers dial the future 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

In what the telecoms industry 
calls a -world first”, BT cus- 
tomers in Derby will be able to 
switch to a cheaper phone ser- 
vice without changing their 
telephone number. 

Nvnex CabieComras. the 
country's second-largest cable 
operator, launched "number 
portability" in its Derby fran- 
chise yesterday, and said it 
would ’extend the option to 
other franchise areas in coming 


months. Customers elsewhere 
in the country will soon be able 
to make the same choice, as oth- 
er cable operators introduce 
their own schemes. 

Number portability has been 
one of the most contentious is- 
sues in Ihe long-running cam- 
paign by Oftcl to increase 
competition in the UK telecoms 
market. 

Don Cruickshank. the direc- 
tor-general of the industry's 
regulator. Oftel, vowed to con- 
tinue to push for a broader 
introduction of the scheme 


throughout the country, work- 
ing BT and its main competi- 
tors. 

He said (he ultimate goal was 
to have a angle number that fol- 
lows customers everywhere, 
and that could be used for 
fixed and mobile communica- 
tions. But he and industry an- 
alysts agree that the prospect is 
still several years oft due to 
complex technical challenges. 

initially, portability will be 
available only within cable fran- 
chise areas and phone numbers 
cannot be kept if customers 


move to another region. The 
service will cost £20 for resi- 
dential customers and £40 for 
businesses. 

Nynex intends to roll out 
portability to its other franchise 
areas, including Stoke and ar- 
eas of the South, by August 
Telewest, the country’s largest 
cable operator, said yesterday 
it would move quickly to intro- 
duce the- option in its own fran- 
chise areas. 

Independent studies have 
shown that customers - partic- 
ularly small business - arc 


resisteat to switching to a non- 
BT supplier if it means giving 
up then own phone number. 

“Businesses worry about the 
costs of replacing stationery, 
business cards and so on.” said 
a spokesman for Nynex. “Our 
studies also show reluctance on 
the part of higher income cus- 
tomers, for whom price is not 
the only issue.” 

BT agreed to portability only 

following a ruling by the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission, which suggested 
guidelines over how the costs of 


switching would be met. Con- 
sistent with the MMC propos- 
als, the company releasing a 
phone number would bear 
about 70 per cent of the costs, 
with the new service provider 
covering the remaining 30 per 
cent. 

The cable industry has long 
viewed lack of portability as one 
of the most important restraints 
on its growth in the UK. Once 
the option is more widely avail- 
able, its is expected to give a 
boost to penetration rates for 
cable telephony. 


Confusion in Brussels: But British ministers insist they aren’t ‘at war’ as disruption starts 

British 
begin to 
block 
and 

stall EU 

SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

and JOHN REN70UL 

Amid confusion in Brussels, 

Britain yesterday began its cam- 
paign to disrupt EU business in 
retaliation for the beef ban. by 
blocking a convention on in- 
solvency, and warning of further 
use of the veto. 

The Government yesterday 
warned its European Union 
partners that Britain “will not 
be pushed around”, as John Ma- 
jor set up a crisis Cabinet to 
oversee its policy of non-coop- 
eration to secure a lifting of the 
ban. But Malcolm Rifkind, the 
Foreign Secretary, and Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, both re- 
jected suggestions that Britain 
was “at war” with other EU 
countries. 

David Bostock, the UK's 
deputy permanent representa- 
tive to the EU. read out pas- 
sages of the Prime Minister's 
statement at a meeting of senior 
officials, in order to reaffirm the 
Government's serious intent. 

The statement was greeted in si- 
lence by the representatives of 
other member states. 

Mr Rifkind said: “We didn’t 
expect the Prime Minister’s an- 
nouncement to be welcomed by 
other countries ... but we are 
not going to be pushed around 
and that concentrates the mind 
wonderfully.*’ 

He spoke after Mr Major 
moved to set up a three-man 
“core group" of the Cabinet to 
oversee the strategy of non-co- 
operation with the European 
Union. The committee con- 
sists of the Prime Minister, the 
Foreign Secretary and Dou- 
glas Hogg, the Minister of Agri- 
culture. Mr Rifkind said: “We 
have a serious disagreement 
with a number of countries. The 



Burning issue: A carcass on its way to the furnace at a Ministry of Agriculture- registered crematorium near Cambridge 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


pro per way to resolve it is by di- 
alogue and negotiation.” 

A Downing Street spokes- 
man said the “core group" was 
planning a series of ministerial 
visits to European capitals to 
press Britain's case for a lifting 
of ihe ban. 

A second committee, chaired 
by the public services minister, 
Roger Freeman, will be charged 
with overseeing “domestic ac- 
tion" - ensuring that [he slaugh- 
ter programme and anti-BSE 
measures arc enforced. 

As Conservative Euro-scep- 
tics continued to celebrate what 
they perceived as a partial vie- 
lory, Tory divisions remained on 
display, with Mr Clarke - whose 


support for the obstruction of 
EU business was critical - 
adopting a glaringly different 
tone from Tory Central Office. 

He denied that the strategy 
of disruption was designed to 
present the Tory party in a jin- 
goistic way in the run-up to the 
election. “We are not wrapping 
ourselves in the Union Jack. 
The Conservative Party is pa- 
triotic but it is not nationalist." 

Attention will now focus on 
positions taken by Britain in a 
number of key Brussels meetings 
planned for the next few days, 
on foreign trade policy, rivfl pro- 
tections and the single market. 
British interests are strongly 
affected by the ElTs foreign- 


trade decisions, and the Gov- 
ernment is expected to resist se- 
rious disruption in this field. 

Despite the clear signs that 
a policy of non-co-operation is 
now in force, British officials 
continued to attend a series of 
important meetings in Brussels* 
including talks in the inter- 
governmental conference, on 
long-term EU reform. 

The European Commission, 
meanwhile, cleared a new hur- 
dle on the way to easing the beef 
ban, by agreeing that its pro- 
posal for ending the ban on 
gelatine, tallow and semen, 
would be re-submitted to a 
special council of agriculture 
ministers on 3 June. It was re- 


jection of the same proposals 
before the standing veterinary 
committee on Monday that 
provoked the Government’s 
retaliatory action. 

If the agriculture council 
fails to take a clear decision on 
the proposal, it will be sent back 
to the European Commission, 
which will then be obliged, un- 
der EU rules to order its im- 
plementation. There will be 
heavy lobbying ia the run-up to 
the meeting to ensure that such 
an outcome is avoided, as the 
commission could be accused of 
taking an undemocratic deci- 
sion, which runs counter to the 
feelings of some member states. 

Commission officials, who 


called for calm, continued to 
play down the seriousness of Mr 
Major’s threats, questioning 
whether Britain would ulti- 
mately take any signficant dis- 
ruptive measures. It was noted 
as significant that the Govern- 
ment had held back from or- 
dering any trade sanctions, and 
had not carried out an earlier 
threat to call a special EU sum- 
mit to discuss the crisis. 

However, several of Britain's 
partners expressed new alarm 
at the Government's stance af- 
ter examining the details of 
Mr Major's statement Lam- 
berto D too, the Italian foreign 
minister, spoke of “strong-arm 
tactics" and “blackmail". 


Help! Send for the Mongolians 


Wednesday, on the last day be- 
fore the Whit recess, and the 
Chamber showed few signs of 
previous afternoon's excite- 
ment. The lingering indenta- 
tions of agitated lory bottoms 
could just be spoiled on the 
green benches. But where were 
the order papers that hud been 
so bravely waved just 24 hours 
earlier? Where the echoes of 
the martial songs sung to cele- 
brate a warrior nation's redis- 
covery of itself? Was this bare 
dispatch box really the place 
where that historic statement 
had been read to an impatient 
country? 

All gone now. Dispersed lo 
committees and poky offices, to 
constituency business and 
speeches to the YCs. to bor- 
oughs and hamlets - charged 

with preparing the British peo- 
ple for tne struggle uhead.Thc 
Muster of England has begun. 

Well, nearly ail gone. A small 
few had duties still to perform 



DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


in the House, And one such was 
William FowelL Conservative 
member for Corby, and chair- 
man of Ihe Britisii-Mongolian 
Parliamentary Group. He was 
there to tell Jeremy Hanley 
(minister at the Foreign Office), 
a whip. me. the reporters from 
Hansard and three Mongolians 
in the public gallery, all about 
the burgeoning alliance be- 
tween London and Ulan Bator. 

Mr Rawyll's speech was in the 
best tradition of pre-war church 
hall slide-shows (William 
Brown, as 1 recall, was ahvavs 


subverting such occasions, 
substituting stills of saucy 
Parisian postcards for pictures 
of African children finding 
God). A missionary-like figure 
himself, speaking In vicarish 
tones, Mr Powell has also in his 
time screed on groups liaising 
with Malta. Singapore, The 
Gulf. Sri Lanka, Italy. Thiwan 
and (most toothsome of all) 
Mauritius. Where other more 
parochial MPs have limited 
themselves to commuting be- 
tween Westminster office and 
constituency office, gradually 
coining to regard a night out at 
a Be mi Inn as exotic, Mr Pow- 
ell has served his country by con- 
tinually leaving it. And his 
sacrifice has not been wasted. 

He started well. “Mongolia is 
not a faraway country of which 
we know nothing", he averred. 
So I tested myself. Could I 
name a country which was fur- 
ther away and of which I knew 
less? 1 failed. But that was exactly 
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what Mr Powell was pledged to 
put right. As be did so he waxed 
poetic. “As we speak, darkness 
is descending over Ulan Bator, 
but h can be reached within 24 
hours by air-transport" True, but 
so can the moon. 

“To speak physically, there 
are veiy few clouds. The sun 
shines. The sky is blue." Kublai 
helps Mummy cut up the yak. 
“To the north Ue the Arctic 
wastes of Siberia: to the south 
the Gobi desert; to the east the 
Great Wall of China; to the west 
the romance and mystery of 
Samarkand and Tashkent." But 
it had only the population of 
Birmingham. 

Then the peroration. Mon- 
golia made great vodka, terrif- 
ic cashmere, well-educated 
children (so the comparison 
with Birmingham ends there), 
and could do with advice on 
agricultural matters (where we 
are the obvious choice). Mr 
Powell had been there recent- 
ly, and he “went in friendship 
and was received in friend- 
ship". Finished, he packed his 
slides away and sat down. 

This was news that Mr Han- 
ley must have been grateful to 
hear. After all. we are not mak- 
ing a great fist out of our oth- 
er alliances at the moment -so 
we may soon need the Mongo- 
lians. Indeed, the last time that 
they were over here in any 
numbers (in the middle of the 
thirteenth century) the)' made 
quite an impact. 

Within 24 hours of our call, 
using “air transport", they could 
come riding to our rescue, their 
women-folk trundling behind 
them in motorised yurts. Hel- 
mut Kohl’s head hanging by its 
sparse hairs from their leader's 
saddle-bow. “Take us to 
Genghis Major", they will de- 
mand, “so that we may pay 
homage to a real warrior." 




Trimble issues 
tough warning 
over support 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

David THmble, leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party, yesterday 
staked out his ground ahead 
of planned all-party talks on 
Northern Ireland with his 
sharpest warning that he could 
yet be prepared to see the 
Government fall. 

Tbe UUP leader warned that 
John Major’s Government 
“need not look to us for sup- 
port" if it started to backslide 
on the key issue of requiring 
IRA weapons to be decommis- 
sioned as the talks, due to start 
on 10 June, progressed. 

'Hie warning came amid 
Unionist fears that the separa- 
tion of the planned talks into 
different strands, as sought by 
the Irish government, will break 
any link between the progress 
of political tails and the hand- 
ing in of republican weapons. 

Mr Trimble strongly denied 
oq the BBC Radio 4 pro- 
gramme Today that he was 



Trimble: Blowing the whistle 
on a good old Irish stitch-up 


adopting a hardline posture in 
advance of Northern Ireland 
elections to a peace forum, 
which will precede the tails. 

He said his threat on Tuesday 
to pull down die Government 
if it broke undertakings over the 
ceasefire and decommissioning 
had been “serious”. 

He said: “What we have 
detected in the past few days are 
signs of a familiar old Irish 
stitch-up. We’ve been here reg- 
ulariy in the last lOyears where 
secret deals done between No 
10 and the Irish government are 
imposed upon us. This is hap- 
pening not just, we feeL with re- 
gard to the details of the talks 
We see it happening again and 
we're blowing the whistle.” 

His remarks came as Dick 
Spring, the Irish Foreign Min- 
ister and Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
the Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary, prepared yesterday to 
meet in London to try and 
make progress on the format 
or the talks. 

Mr Trimble warned that the 
UUP would “not support an 
administration that is doing se- 
rious damage to the United 
Kingdom". He added: "What 
we must do is to make it ab- 
solutely dear to the terrorists 
that terrorism will not work.” 

Meanwhile, Robert McCart- 
ney, the Independent UK 
Unionist MP for North Down, 
who had an 80-minute meeting 
with Mr Major yesterday, 
said that the Prime Minister 
now knew that he was “dealing 
with a professional team of 
negotiators who know their 
business.” 
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news 


Media tycoon jailed for ‘horrendous offences’ against 16-year-old. Chris Blackhurst reports 

Oyston gets six years for rape 


Owen Oyston, the owner of 
Blackpool Football Club, media 
tycoon and long-time Labour 
Party donor, was yesterday 
sentenced to six years in prison 
for raping and indecently 
assaulting a 16-year-old girL 
Mr Justice McCullough told 
him: “You were 58, she was 16. 
You were rich and powerful with 
a strong personality. She was 
young and vulnerable.*' 

She had not, said the. 

“led you on in anyway. As — — 
B so accurately put it, 'he treat- 
ed me as an object and I'm 


not* The judge told Liverpool 
Crown Court that it was 
impossible to know to what 
extent Miss B has been trau- 
matised by her ordeal. 

Describing them as “horren- 
dous offences” he sentenced 
Oyston to three years on the 
indecent assault and six on the 
rape, the sentences to run 
concurrently. 

The judge said that but for 
the fact be was 62, of previous 
good character and that the 
offences took place four years 
ago, he would have gone down 


for nine years. The verdict 
delivered after a marathon le- 
gal process -and a jury deliber- 
ation lasting over eight hours, 
makes Oyston, who is worth an 
estimated £40m, the richest 
man to go to prison in Britain 
for sex offences. 

He was acquitted of raping a 
woman known as “Miss AT, at 
his country mansion. But the 
jury found he indecently as- 
saulted Miss B, a model who is 
now 20, by forcing her to have 
oral sex in a car and then rap- 
ing her at his home, CLaughtoo 


Hall near Lancaster. Lawyers 
for Oyston, led by Anthony 
Scrivener QCsaidthey were 
considering an appeal. 

Proceeding against Oyston 
began in January last year when 
he was charged with offences in- 
volving six women. Unknown to 
the jury, a Manchester magis- 
trate ruled last year that he had 
no case to answer on charges of 
raping one woman and inde- 
cently assaulting two others. 

Earlier this year Oyston was 
tried at Manchester Crown 
Court on two counts of rape and 


one of indecent assault. Sepa- 
rate juries were sworn in for 

ruled tlw trizdcould not ie rcs 
ported until all the sex charges 
against him had been decided. 

On one rape, of a woman in 
London’s Hilton Hotel m Park 
Lane, he was acquitted On an- 
other, at his home, the jury 
could not agree and a retrial was 
Ordered That retrial of Miss A 
was heard along with the case 
of Miss E On one charge of in- 
decently assaulting Miss A he 
was acquitted in Manchester. 


For the last few weeks jurors 
in Liverpool have listened to a 
lurid saga of sex in cars, in Lon- 
don, and at his home, involving 
women from a model agency in 
Manchester. 

At one point during the tri- 
al when Muss B recounted how, 
aged 16, she was subjected to a 
sex attack Oyston in the back 
of a Tbyota Supra car and was 
then forced into further sex at 
his home, three members of the 
jury were reduced to tears. 

Mr Scrivener argued that 
Oyston deserved some clemen- 


cy because the offences oc- 
curred a long time ago, his age 
and the facts showed that little 
force was used, but his plea cut 
little ice with the judge. 

As Oyston was being led 
from the dock, he mouthed "I 
love you” to hi s daughter Hei- 
di, who was in the public gallery. 

A tearful Heidi responded by 
mouthing to her father. "1 love 
you too.” 

Detective Sergeant Harry 
Harrison, of the Greater Man- 
chester police investigation 
team, said of the young model; 


Jokes and deals 
as philanderer 
heads for jail 


“The last few years have been 
a very difficult time for the 
young lady and her family. 

“She has shown tremendous 
courage in coming to court and 
giving her evidence, which at 
time included details of an in- 
timate and traumatic nature. 

“I hope that she can take 
some consolation from the fact 
that today's result can be seen 
as a victory for the average per- 
son by showing that no matter 
who an offender is, action can 
and will be taken when a per- 
son's privacy is violated”. 


Owen Oyston was on good 
form in the Liverpool hoteL 

Tilting of big business deals 
and his plans for Blackpool, the 
football club he owned, he 
showed no concern that he was 
heading for prison, guilty of rap- 
inga 16-year-old girl. 

Dressed in the vivid orange 
colours of Blackpool, he was 
surrounded by his family and 
close friends, including Billy 
Bingham, the former Northern 
Ireland football boss, and 
Louise EUman, leader of Lan- 
cashire County Council. There 
was virtually no mention of the 
three weeks' at Liverpool Crown 
Court which had been hearing 
accounts of his philandering on 
a prodigious scale. 

Instead, as ever with Oyston, 
the talk was of football transfer, 
property developments, plans 
for a new stadium outside 
Blackpool, his stake in Sunday 
Business , a new national news- 
paper, and the addition of Ra- 
dio Belfast, to his networic of 
local radio stations. 

There were plenty of jokes 
about his legal fees but with a 
fortune estimated at £40m, they 
should not hurt him too much. 

His wife Vicky, his. daughters 
and son had been forced listen 
to how he had a stream of af- 
. fairs and the lurid details of a 
three-in -a-bed session in the 
four-poster in their family 
home. Witnesses told bow he of- 
ten wined and dined young 
women in London, while his 
wife stayed at home. Many 
families would have chucked 
turn out long ago. A natural ac- 
tor - ironically he once played 
in Crown Court on television - 
he is a one-off in the staid, bor- 
ing world of business with un- 
fashionable trademark long hair 
and goatie beard, coupled with 
his fondness for wide-brimmed 
hats and fur-trimmed coats. 

His style is tacky, something 
befon^ngtoadifitxemagc. His 
home is a Gothic mansion high 
on the Hills near Lancaster. 


Inside, there is a .great medieval 
hall, the centrepiece of which is 
a modern table tennis table. In 
the garage there is a gold Rolls- 
Royce, bomb-proof with cur- 
tains around the windows, and 
a cocktail cabinet and TV set in 
the back. He last used it to go 
to the Blackpool Illuminations. 
Next to it is parked a rare 
Lamboighini. They are hardly 
ever used, he prefers to cadge 
lifts everywhere from his em- 
ployees. Until recently, bison 
grazed on his front lawn. 

He made his money by strik- 
ing tough deals and shameless 
self-promotion. For years, nigh t 
after night, he would appear on 
television commercials in the 
North, extolling the virtues of 
his estate agency chain before 
falling backwards fully clothed 
into a swimming pooL 

One deal made his fortune. 
At the height of the property 
boom he sold the estate agency 
to Royal Insurance for £33m. 
His timing was superb, but his 
negotiations were characterised 
by a ruthless streak. Royal want- 
ed to get in to estate agency-he 
had the biggest chain mJEr^land 
with 98 branches. According to 
those dose to the negotiations 
he drove the price up and up, 
untilncw.inthecddli^itofthe 
property recession, it looks like 
a ridiculous figuie. 

Tbat cajotmg, bullying streak 
is another side to his nature 
which is rarely seen in piiUicbut 
is constantly present in business 
meetings. He has an attention 
span of zero, hardly listens to 
what he is being told for any 
length of time, is constantly 
thinking -of the next money- 
making opportunity and how Iw 
can exploit it to his advantage. 

The City’s antipathy was ex- 
plained by his sleight of hand on 
TransWorld, which owned radio 
stations and the Miss World 
contest, where he consistently 
denied he held more than 29 per 
cent of the company, yet it was 
obvious to everyone that behind 




Owen Oyston (left) 
with a dancer from 
a musical (who was 
not involved in the 
case) ; Ids Gothic 
mansion Ctaughton 
Hall (above) where 
the rape took 
place; Oyston 
receiving an hon- 
orary degree (far 
right); and pictured 
with lus wife Vicky 
(on the right) and 
his daughter Karen 


some of the nominee names on 
the share register lurked his 
friends. . . 

Almost a ' mini-Robert 
Maxwell in the way he sur- 
rounded himseff with expensive 
advisers and always kept peo- 
ple waiting, he went from meet- 
ing to meeting; riding 
roughshod over people’s lives, 
expecting them to comply with 
his timetable. Employees were 
used to being rung up at afl 
hours and subjected toroastings- 
A favourite ploy was the per- 
sonal touch, a hand on the arm 
or a pat on the back, as if that 
was enough compensation for 
the hell they had just been put 
through. 

He always had to get his own 
way and lad® a conalialoiy side 
to his personality. When Lan- 
cashire Enterprises, a company 
he jointly owned with Lan- 
cashire County Council floated 
on the stock market, its advis- 
ers said they could not sell 
shares to the public with him on 
board. Instead of abiding fry 
their decision he reacted furi- 
ously, threatening legal action. 


At one time a dose friend of 
Neil Kinnock, the former 
Labour leader, Oyston was 
once one of the party’s biggest 
individual backers. These days, 
he does not enjoy the entre with 
the Labour leadership that he 
once did. In truth, he is apolit- 
ical -the other night he was say- 
ing how he hated the soubriquet 
“socialist millionaire” - and 
counts Tbry MPS, notably Sir 
Tbm Arnold, and Harold 0- 
letson, among his closest 
friends. 

He was never accepted in 
London. The City tends to re- 
gard him with a mixture of dis- 
dain and open hostility. 

The feeling is mutual. He 
likes to come down from the 
North, hold court in the Hilton, 
have a few meetings, then go 
back again. With his hippy looks 
and previous open support for 
Labour, be will never find ac- 
ceptance m the Square Mile. 

Increasingly in recent years, 
evidence has emerged that this 
rather odd character, is the 
target of a concerted smear 
campaign by senior local Con- 


servatives. 

For once, where such plots 
are alleged, the proof exists. 
Three Ttaies, Robert Atkins and 
Lord Blaker, both former min- 
isters, and Bill Harrison, a 
prominent Blackpool builder, 
encouraged a local self-styled 
antteomiption campaigner, 
Michael Murrin, to look into 
Oyston. 

Unknown to them, Mr Mur- 


rin taped their phone calls and 
kept the letters about his cam- 
paign. Years later, Oyston was 
able to buy them from him. 

The campaign against him 
has been raised in Commons 
Early Day Modems. Thetiiosay 
they did it because they want- 
ed to investigate his dealings 
with local councillors. In his 
rape trial, the conspiracy was 
raised again. It was pointed out 


that he was arrested just three 
weeks before a court case 
against the ex-ministers was 
due to be heard in London. In 
the event, the case was thrown 
out The ex-Ministeis had no in- 
volvement in Oyston's arrest 
and prosecution. 

Used to being constantly on 
the move, pacing up and down, 
always on the phone, he will go 
mad in prison. For one thing he 


will be denied the commodity 
he loves best after money - 
namely women. His womanis- 
ing was extraordinarily prodi- 
gious and blatant. Girls, 
normally strikingly beautiful, 
were always around him, espe- 
cially on his trips lo London. He 
once boasted of 'having had 
sex with two Miss Worlds. 
Those days are far behind him 
now. 


Old bones, stained teeth, one 



CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

After 43 years of detective 
work, the search for the per- 
petrator of the biggest scientif- 
ic hoax of the century is finally 
over— and the motive has been 
revealed as one man’s wish for 
a weekly wage instead of piece- 
work payment. 

“Pfltdown Man", a faked fos- 
sil discovered in 1912, ruined the 
reputation of Arthur Smith 
Woodward, keeper of paleon- 
tology at the Natural History 
Museum.' He went to his death- 
bed insisting that the skull dis- 
covered in a Sussex quarry was 

that of the earliest English- 
man, and that the carved ele- 
phant bone found with it 
(shaped suspiciously like a 
cricket bai) was genuine. 

But in 1953. five years after 
Woodward died, fee fossils 
were shown to be fakes: the 

skull instead of being the “miss- 
ing link” between ape and man, 

was composed of an orang- 
utan jaw and a man's bead. The 
other fossils were also found to 
be fakes, made of stained and 
carved old bones. 

However, the identity of the 
hoaxer remained a mystery. 
Over the years, it was blamed 
variously on Charles Dawson, a 
lawyer who first found the re- 
mains. cm Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, creator of Sherlock 
Holmes, and on Teilhard de 
•^hardin, the noted pncsl and 

oral History Museum of an old 
canvas trunk in its attic seems 
to have answered the question. 



Martin A.C. Hinton (above, centre) is now thought to have 
created the skujl of ‘Pfltdown Man’ (below left) 



Inside were human leeth, which 
had been stained like, those; of 
the “fossils”. The trunk’s own- 
er was tile Late Martin AC Hm- 
ion. the museum’s curator, of 
zoology at the time of the fraud 
“I'm 100 per cent certain that . 
il was him,” said Brian Gar- 


diner, professor of paleontology 
at King’s College, London, yes- 
terday. "The contents of the 
trunk clinch it-” 

Professor Gardiner first had 
a hunch that it was Hinton in 
1953, when he was working at 
tbemuseum as a student as the 


fraud was 
a lecture on his conclusion to- 
morrow night to the linnean 
Society. "Hinton was known as 
a practical joker. Dawson was 
the fall guy for his practical 
jokes, just a gullible solicitor. 
Hinton’s motive is shown by 
some letters,” he said yesterday. 

“In 1910, Hinton was just a 
summer student working there 
in his holidays, and he wrote to 
Woodward asking to work at the 
museum cataloguing rodent re- 
mains.” He was offered £130 - 
after the work was complete. 
Hinton, then 27, asked for a 
weekly payment. Woodward is 
thought to have been unmoved 
- which piqued Hinton, a 
prodigy who at 16 had had a pa- 
per published on bow fossils be- 
come stained by river deposits. 

The contents of the trunk 
show that Hinton produced the 
fakes by -careful staining; the 
teeth were his test runs. The key 
dues for the Pfltdown detectives 
are the presence of traces of 
chromium metal in the teeth, 
the trunk - and the Pfltdown 
bones. The chromium is the 
missing link which finally 
fingers Hinton. 

The only question that re- 
mains is why Hinton did not 
own up once Woodward had 
swallowed the bait. “I think ft 
was all taken so seriously and 
attracted so much attention 
tint he couldn’t,” said Henxy 
Gee of the science journal M*- 

ture, which today publishes a full 

account of the search. "The 
trouble now is that all the sus- 
pects are dead and buried. You 
would have to be Inspector 
Morse to answer that one.” 
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Ciircy *s church 
is too preachy, 
says Runcie 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Lord Runcie. ihe former Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, has 
warned of dangers in (he 
"Preachy Church" which he 
sees emerging under his suc- 
cessor. Dr George Carey. 

Speaking in the lust of the 
BBC Radio 4 programs 77/e 
Purple, the blue and the red, Lord 
Runcie said : "The danger of Ihe 
management Church, and the 
sort of preachy Church, is that 
it is able, much more effective- 
ly. to address a much narrower 
constituency." 

Lord Ru ride's fear that the 
Church is becoming more dis- 
tant from the centres of power 
and debate in England as it 
becomes better managed and 
more streamlined is bound to 
renew the controversy over 
reforms in the Church. 

His remarks echo concerns 
expressed in the autumn when 
the Church's General Synod de- 
bated the report of a commit- 


tee chaired by the bishop of 
Durham, the Rt Rev Michael 
TumbuIL which proposed the 
establishment of a central com- 
mittee to govern the Church of 
England and unite the powers 
of the General Synod and the 
two archbishops. 

“Wc are creating a Church 
which is better organised fi- 
nancially, better governed svn- 
odicallv, better promoted by its 
enthusiastic and specialist min- 
istries, but actually it is ad- 
dressing a smaller and smaller 
constituency," said Lord Runcie. 

His interpretation was dis- 
puted by a spokesman for the 
General Synod, who said that it 
was wrong to speak of a small- 
er and smaller constituency 
when Church attendance has 
been stable for the lasL Qve 
years. "The Church of England 
remains totally committed to its 
outward-looking mission to the 
whole nation. The Church's in- 
volvement in evangelism, in so- 
cial action in deprived urban 
ureas and elsewhere, and in 


debate about moral issues 
affecting the whole of society is 
as strong as ever,” the 
spokesman said. 

However, the Bishop of 
Worcester, the Rt Rev Phillip 
Goodrich, was more sympa- 
thetic to the former Archbish- 
op. “It’s a very interesting way 
of putting the problem,’' he said. 
But he thought the reorganisa- 
tion of the Church was in- 
evitable after the Church 
Commissioners, who manage its 
£3bn assets, lost£800m in prop- 
erty speculation land. 

“It is all very well Lord Run- 
cie saying this, but the Church 
which he is really wan ting was, 
of course, based on the fact that 
it was pretty much provided for 
by the Church Commission- 
ers," said Bishop Goodrich. 

“We are having to be better 
organised, because after all, 
our stipendiary clergy are paid 
for by the laity. AIT the profes- 
sions are finding this - every- 
thing has to be brought under 
management teams.” 



If the vestment fits: Rev David Vince of Droitwich tries on a cassock at the Christian Resources Exhibition at Esher, Surrey Photograph. Brian Hams 
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Pico 38>60nm 

Fully auto marie. High quality aspberical 
Zoom lens. Self tinier. Versatile auto flash 
with red-eye reduction. E109J9 



70W 28>70mn Zoom 

Ultra, wide-angle 28mm to 70mm triephoro 
Zoom kns. Stylish ‘pebble-shaped’ design. 
Soft flash for natural looking portraits. 
Also available in black. £189.99 



115EX 38-U5nm Zoom 

Soft flash for natural portraits and dose-ups. 
Striking "capsule' design. Fully retractable 
Zoom lens and flash. Aluminium casing. 
Also available in black. £219.99 
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135EX 38-135mm Zoom 

Five shooting modes to match your 
subject; Macro, Portrait, Night Portrait, 
Take Me, and Spot Metering. £249 JOS 



140EX 38-140mm Zoom 

The Wbritfs smallest Zoom c ompa ct in its 
class. Five shooting modes to match your 
subject. ScyGsh aluminium casing. £339.99 
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Minolta Compact Zoom kits 

All Minolta Zoom compacts shown above 
are also available in lots, with soft case, 
3 rolls of Fuji 400 Super G 13m and battery. 
The 135EX and 140 EX kits also indude 
Infra-Red remote control. 

Minolta (UK) Lid. Rootaky Park, Prcoakar Drive, RoofcjJey, MUtno Reyna, MK13 SHF. The prices shown above are for the Camera only 


Churches set 
out stalls for 
shopping spree 


ANDREW BROWN 

More than 100 million com- 
munion wafers are eaten in 
England every year, and 30 
million of them are made by the 
firm of FA Dumont, in Folke- 
stone, Kent They are available 
in individual sizes, and in larg- 
er versions, pre-scored to break 
into bite-sized pieces, and with 
sealed edges to avoid crumbs. 

This year’s marketing devel- 
opment is to package the wafers 
in rolls of only 100 each, instead 
of packets of 230, according to 
David Pead, a director of the 
firm at this year’s Christian 
Resources Exhibition, held at 
Esher in Surrey. 

It is the right place to adver- 
tise his services: the exhibition 
expects to attract around 2,000 
dergy and 10,000 lay visitors 
over the next week, eager to 
sample everything necessary 
for professional Christians. 
There are embroiderers and tai- 
lors of vestments. There were 
bookstalls, a software shop; 
seDers of Christian holidays 
and special Christian T-shirts, 
called Majestees. Numerous 
firms competed to make church 
furniture, and, one, Ftew Corner, 
to buy it: they sell on old pews 
and benches to wine bars. 


Evangelical organisations 
promoted tales of revival in 
Israel, in prison, and in Siberia. 
One stall gamely handed out 
leaflets prophesying a coming 
war between Russia and 
IsraeL, a staple of millennial 
enthusiasts in the days before 
the end of communism. But the 
show is becoming more and 
more mainstream from its evan- 
gelical beginnings. This year it 
was opened by the Roman 
Catholic bishop of Portsmouth, 
the Rt Rev Crispian Hollis; 
and wished well by all the main- 
stream churches. 

There was every sort of mu- 
sical instrument on sale, from 
fish -shaped tambourines to full- 
scale organs. Chris Wight, a 
woodworker from Yorkshire, 
alsodisplayed a monitor with 
map of the Diocese of Bradford 
on it He is a founder of Chris- 
tians on the IntemeL 

God is very big in cyberspace. 
A recent search of the World 
Wide Web found IJ2 million 
mentions of His name there, 
and the computers connected to 
the Internet drew the biggest 
crowds of any exhibit, patient- 
ly waiting their turn, and pro- 
moting one of the organisers to 
remark: “They also surf who 
only stand and wait." 


British boy, 13 , 
held in Nigeria 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A 13-year-boy from London has 
been abducted and held captive 
for the past four weeks in Nige- 
ria by the country’s military 
Government, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The family of John -Paul 
Mokukm, who was visiting rel- 
atives during a holiday to Nige- 
ria, believe he is being held 
hostage by the country’s junta 
in an attempt to lure his father 
who they want to question. 

The boy’s mother, Christine 
Ohikoya, has flown f rom Britain 
to Nigeria in an attempt to se- 
cure the release of her son. 

Glenda Jackson, the Labour 
MP who represents the famil y 
who live in Hampstead, north- 
west London, yesterday con- 
demned the Nigerian 
authorities’ actions as “outra- 
geous and unacceptable". 

John -Paul, who was bora in 
Britain, was arrested by Niger- 
ian security forces on 23 April 
whfle he was staving with his fa- 
ther in the capital, Lagos. His 
father, who escaped during the 
raid, is believed to be a cousin 
of the former president of Njge- 
ria and may be seen as a threat 
to the existing regime. 

The boy is being held in a 
Nigerian Special Security Ser- 
vices secure complex in Lagos. 
At first the authorities denied 
to relatives and the British 
Consular officials that John- 
Paul, who has dual nationality, 
was being held. However they 
have since confirmed his exis- 
tence but have refused to allow 
anyone to see him. 

They are convinced he is be- 
ing held hostage to try and force 
his father to give himself up. 
The Commonwealth last 



John-Paul Mokulou: Family 
believes fattier is target 

month agreed to lightening 
sanctions until General Sani 
Abacha’s military Government 
shows greater respect for h uman 

rights. 

Ms Jackson said; “John Raul 

is a 13-year-old British school- 
bty, travelling on a British pass- 
port, and there can be no excuse 
tor his abduction and continu- 
ing imprisonment 

“I urge the Foreign Office to 
do everythin gin it’s power to se- 
cure his immediate release." 

Malcolm Rifitind, the Foreign 
Secretary, has been informed 
about the case and consular staff 
are believed to be involved in 
behind the scenes negotiations. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said yesterday: “Although 
[John-Paul] holds dual nation- 
ality, we have pressed hard for 
consular access to see him on 
a number of occasions, since hef^ 
is a minor. 

“Wc are concerned about 
his welfare. However the fam- 
ily have told us that further in- 
tervention may be detrimental." 
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^symee Bowen case: Eleven-year-old’s death will not 

Putting 
a price 
on the 
life of a 
child 


GLENDA COOPER 


The doctor who treated Jaymee 
Bowen justified the money 
spent by saying he gave her a 

“clear year of fife". 

But assessing the value of life, 
particularly that of an 11-year- 
old child, is an immensely com- 
plex procedure with many 
different judgements taken into 
account 

Martin Slack, senior partner 
of actuaries Lane, Clark & Pea- 
cock said to value a child's life 
financially was “veiy difficult It 
would be a spurious and very 
sweeping judgement". 

When actuaries assess loss of 
life or quality of life in accident 
cases or deaths, the mam thing 
they take into account is the lev- 
el of income during the victims’ 
working lives, which will have 
been cut short. 

Mr Slack said you would as- 
% sume that someone would work 
until they are 60, “so you’re 
looking at say, 20 years multi- 


S i by an average income of 
000 a year so it could be a 


£20,000 a year so it could be a 
capita] value of £400,000." 

If a case included medical 
negligence as well, additional 
expenses such as nursing and 
distress would also be taken into 
account. 

“Actuaries can't place a val- 
ue on an extra year of life for a 
child. If you had a 25-year-old 
doing a valuable job it’s easier. 
Suppose an individual had a job 
contributing an income value to 
society of about £50,000 you’d 


say it was worth spending 
£30.000 on treatment for them 


£30.000 on treatment for them 
to be able to do that job for an- 
other year." 

The Department of Trans- 

E )rt also estimate the value of 
e. According to their 1994 fig- 
ures the cost of a casualty in a 
road accident is £784,000 - 
which takes into account lost 
output, medical and ambu- 
lance costs and human cost In 
1994 there were 3,500 such 
casualties. 

In the health system econo- 
mists have attempted to value 
treatments under Quality Ad- 
justed life Years (QAIY). 
Health economists gather in- 
formation on different treat- 
ments and look at how many 
extra years of life are given ana 
the quality of life compared with 
the costs of treatment. They 
draw up league tables on the 
most cost-effective treatment. 
Therefore £200 given to a GP 
for treatment to stop a patient 
smoking would be highly effi- 
cient under QALY, whereas 
hip replacements would come 
half-way up the scale. 

But Professor Chris Ham, of 
the health services manage- 
ment centre at the University of 
Birmingham warns against 
looking at this in Jaymee 
Bowen's case. “Used in these 
kinds of cases the data is very 
limited. There isn't enough to 
make an inference over ra- 
tioning ... wc would need a 
proper system evaluating such 
treatments before you could ap- 
ply them widely." 

'Mr Slack agrees. “You canT 
put a financial value on a child's 
life. It is a social issue." 

He added: “Clearly there 
are special cases. There is no 
doubt that the country would be 
prepared to spend money on a 
major player such as the Prime 
Minister or whoever because of 
the damage that would be 
caused if they were not available 
to do their jobs. But when it gels 
to ordinary mortals like you and 
me it’s more difficult." 



end the controversy surrounding her battle against leukaemia 

Child B’s treatment 


‘worth the money’ 


GLENDA COOPER 


The doctor who treated the 
leukaemia victim Jaymee 
Bowen, once known as “Child 
B" said Yesterday that he had 
no regreis. despite her death this 
week. 

“In retrospect, I would still do 
the same thing to the same per- 
son in the same drcuxnsaances," 
said Dr. Peter Graven, a con- 
sultant haematologist. 

Jaymee, whose case became 
a cause celebre after her local 
health authority refused her a 
second bone marrow trans- 
plant, dial on Tuesday evening. 

She seemed to have beaten 
her disease - she suffered from 
□on-Hodgkins lymphoma and 
leukaemia - last March when a 
mystery benefactor paid 
£75,000 for her to be treated 
privately. 

Her father David had taken 
Cambridge and Huntingdon 
Health Authority to court to txy 


to force them to continue to 
treat her. The authority argued 
that she had endured enough 
chemotherapy. Her chances of 
survival were slim and the mon- 
ey could be better spent. 

The case of Jaymee - known 
at the lime only as “Child B" - 
sparked a national debate over 
rationing in the NHS. She even- 
tually underwent an experi- 
mental treatment known as 
donor lymphacyte infusion, in- 
jecting her sister's healthy blood 
cells into her body although it 
had proved successful in only 1 1 
out of 50 cases- 

AJ though her leukaemia had 
seemed to have gone into re- 
mission, she was admitted to a 
London hospital last week. 
Tests showed the Alness bad re- 
lapsed and despite initial im- 
provement sbe deteriorated on 
21 May and died without re- 
gaining consciousness, sur- 
rounded by her family. 

Dr. Graven said yesterday: “1 


would do it again. To have a 
dear year of life after being writ- 
ten off is worth iL Js it worth 
spending £6.01)0 a month on an 
1 1-year-old carl running around. 
, . or to spend it on people who 
remain in intensive care who 
may never regain normal life?" 

However, he added that it 
would be belter for experi- 
mental treatments to lake place 
within the context of clinically 
controlled trials. 

Stephen Thornton, ehief ex- 
ecutive of Cambridge and 
Huntingdon Health Commis- 
sion. stood by his decision not 
to give Jaymee further treat- 
ment “Vie look the decision on 
a professional basis after a lot 
of consultation and thought 
hut it became a very’ personal 
affair. . . We have always said 
we felt the decision we took was 
right and wc still do." 

He emphasised that Cam- 
bridge had not refused all treat- 
ment to Jaymee, but only the 


experimental treatment which 
it felt would not work. 

Professor Maurice Lessor', 
who chaired a Royal College of 
Physicians' working party which 
produced a report on setting 
priorities in the NHS last year, 
said the case had opened the 
public's eyes to the fact that 
choices had to be made. “There 
has to be some open discussion 
of this and the public in the end 
need to understand that there 
is so much effective but high- 
cost and sometimes distressing 
treatment now available that we 
can’t have it all." 

Jaymee’s courage had been 
an encouragement for others, 
said Dr. Gravel!. He had spo- 
ken yesterday to her father . who 
said to him: “Don't let anybody 
tell you we failed." 

But Dr. Graven admitted 
that when Jaymee had become 
ill again, “she had said if she had 
to go through it all again she 
rcallv didn't want tn".~ 
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Courage: Jaymee Bowen with her father David 


Photograph: Kevin La marque 


‘Never give up If you do, 
you’ll have nothing left’ 


GLENDA COOPER 


The image of Jaymee Bowen 
that remains is of a courageous 
and bright child who refused to 
despair and said that if she had 
met Stephen Thornton, the 
chief executive of Cambridge 


get better'. Td rather have gone 
through more suffering to live 


titan not go through anything 
and die. Of course there are 


Health Authority, she would 
have “whacked” him. 


have “whacked” him. 

LasL October, when her 
leukaemia was in remission, 
she gave an interview to BBC 
Television’s Panorama in which 
she told Mr Thornton: “Thank 


and die. Of course there are 
some children who wouldn’t do 
that But Fm not one of them." 

Her leukaemia had returned 
in January 1995: “I just got 
called out of assembly [and 


told] you've got a bug m your 
blood. You have to go back to 


you for nothing. Now look at 
me. Fm fine. You could have 


me. Tm fine. You could have 
paid for it. You had the chance 
and you blew iL" 

Jaymee said she was prepared 
to go through with whatever 
■ treatment was necessary to give 
her another chance of life and 
had been angry with the health 
authority's decision. 

**J would have gone to court 
and stood right there in front of 
them and said, ‘no matter what 
it takes ] am going to go 
through this and I’m going to 


hospital. Fm thinking ‘ob no 
here we go’. I thought it would 
just be something wary slight that 
they could get rid of with some 
antibiotics. And I went in and 
1 found oat that I had to have 
more chemotherapy. That 
didn’t exactly make me feel any 
better because Fd just spent the 
past three or four months grow- 
ing my hair. And it didn’t make 
me feel any better that J had to 
go and lose it again for the 
fourth time." 

For some time Jaymee was 
unaware that she was Child B 
around whom a cause celebre 
was unfolding. When she sawa 
news report about it she told her 


father that the child should be 
treated. “According to Daddy I 
was in hospital one day and 1 
saw something or other on the 
news or in the newspaper and 
apparently 1 said, “Daddy if I was 
Child B I would have the che- 
motherapy’. . . That thought did 
cross my mind many a time, ’If 
I was Child B I would definite- 
ly have the treatment because 
Fd just been through it and it 
had made me better’.” 

Sbe finally realised she was 
Child B before her father told 
heir: “I kind of figured it out be- 
cause in some of the cards I got 
in hospital they put ‘to Child B, 
love from whoever’ , and I’m 
thinking “Well if it says to Child 
B and it's addressed to me 
then 1 must be Child B’." 

Jaymee said she would con- 
tinue fighting no matter what 
happened: “I say never give up 
hope unless you are just on the 
last little drop of life you have 
in you. Never give up. Because 
if you give up, you will just end 
up with nothing left” 
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news 

Lawyer 

attacks 

Society 

chief 

PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 


Crilicisms of ihe beleaguered 
Law Society President Martin 
Mears reached new heights 
yesterday when a high-profile 
'former leader branded him and 
his deputy Robert Saver un- 
suitable to lead the profession 
and accused them of doing it 
positive harm. 

The onslaught from Rodger 
Pannonc, a leading personal 
injury lawyer who was president 
two years ago. comes three 
weeks before elections to the 
top jobs in the society, which 
regulates the country's 70.000 
solicitors. It ranks as the most 
outspoken contribution yet to 
the factional war sparked "by Mr 
Mears's election last July. Mr 
Mears. however, dismissed the 
attack as “nothing new". 

Mr Pannone told a press 
conference that Mr Mears 
should not be “rubbished" for 
having shaken up the existing 
structure. But in a statement. Mr 
Pannone said: “I have been re- 
luctant to voice criticisms pub- 
licly. . . The current president 
of the Law Society. Mr Mears, 
and his vice-president Mr Say- 





Tory divorce Bill 
left in ‘a mess’ 




Rodger Pannone addressing the press at the Law Society’s London headquarters yesterday Photograph: Philip Meech 


cr have not been so constrained. 
Their public statements and 
desire to stay in office have re- 
sulted in a political regime 
which is unedifying and which 
could well debase the good 
name of the Law Society. 

“Through lack of meaningful 
dialogue, the Law Society has 


for the past 10 months begpin to 
lose the respect of the decision- 
makers and opinion-formers 
in government the political 
parties, the judiciary, the Bar 
and the wider national and in- 
ternational legal and commer- 
cial communities.'’ 

Mr Pannone said his efforts 


to explain the reasons for bis op- 
position had been met with 
“personal vilification from 
sources dose to the president”. 
Outsiders viewed the activities 
of the Law Society as a “hu- 
mourless farce”, be added. 

Mr Mears said yesterday: 
“This sort of cry of pain and in- 


dignation we have been hearing 
from our opponents since the 
be ginning s There’s nothing new 

here. I am subjected to this un- 
remitting campaign of vilifica- 
tion and disinformation, yet 
when I go round local law so- 
cieties I am well, and enthusi- 
astically, received.” 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The Government last night 
launched a concerted lobbying 
campaign to avert a Commons 
defeat on the Family Law Bill 
after the Law Society withdrew 
its support. 

The society’s family law com- 
mittee, which represents thou- 
sands of divorce lawyers, said 
the Bill's tortuous Commons 
stages had rendered it “a mess, 
creating more problems than it 
solves.” 

The move will make it easi- 
er for Labour, whose legal af- 
fairs spokesman Paul Boateng 
has already threatened to with- 
draw his party’s backing, to in- 
struct its MPs to vote against or 
abstain on the controversial 
measure when it reaches its 
Commons Third Reading next 
month. 

Hilary Siddle, chairman of 
the society's family law com- 
mittee said: “The Law Society 
supported the Bill’s original 
prmdpleSs but changes to it have 
destroyed any consistent poli- 
cy objectives.” 

Jonathan Evans, the Lord 
Chancellor's Department min- 
ister in charge of the B3L, last 


nigh t wrote to MBs in all par- 
ties urging them to back the BiE, 
saying: “The current system of 
divorce lacks support on ail sides 
of the House. It permits ’quick- 
ie’ divorces in as little as three 
months on the basis of furious 
allegations, without the couple 
having to give thoujpit to the 
consequences of their actions. 

Tbe Family Law Bill heralds the 

end of this damaging and non- 
sensical system." 

Changes during the Com- 
mittee Stage had strengthened 
the BUI’S proposals on sup- 
porting marriage and protect- 
ing those who were most 
v ulne rable, Mr Evans insisted. 

Ministers are equally deter- 
mined to maximise potential 
embarrassment for Labour if it 
directs its MPs to withhold sup- 
port. Some of the changes, 
such as a 3-month quarantine 
period to facilitate recondition, 
which legal groups now object 
to, were made with active 
Labour support, while ditching 
the Bill would mean ditching 
pension splitting, enhanced pro- 
tections against domestic vio- 
lence while keeping the 
“quickie” divorce system. 

Mr Evans said: “If the 
Labour party were to dedde to 
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This is Michael’s story. 

‘It would start with a smack. Bat 
then there was no stopping him. 

He’d lay into me like I was his 
worst enemy. It was as if he forgot 
who I was. Bat he’d usually remember 
to hit me where it wouldn’t show. 

When he didn’t, I'd be kept off 
school. If a teacher asked me about 
a cut or a bruise, Fd just lie. 

Once he broke my arm. Mum 
told the hospital I’d had an accident. 
Finally, a neighbour saw my bruised 
face, and reported it. 

I will always be grateful to my 
counsellor. He said 1 wasn’t to blame. 
He helped me to feel better about 
myself. He was the father I never had.’ 
There are thousands of cases similar 


to Michael’s each year, from every 
level of society: But they are only the 
tip of the iceberg. Thousands more 
children are the victims of less 
obvious forms of cruelty. 

Some people wouldn’t even think 
of these as abuse. But imagine being 
constantly shouted at. Or ignored as 
if you don’t exist. Or criticized for 
everything you do. 

The emotional effects ran be just 
as painful as those caused by more 
obvious forms of abuse including low 
self-worth, humiliation, loneliness, 
depression and an inability to relate 
to others. Some children have even 
been driven to kill themselves. 

Because of all this, the NSPGC 
has launched a campaign called 


oppose this Bill it would be 
nothing io do with the Bill and 
everything to do with party 
politics.” 

Labour would almost cer- 
tainly face a backlash from 
some of its Mfti as welL while 
the Conservative Family Cam- 
paign pointedly reaffirmed its 
support for the Bill last night. 

J ulian Brazier. Conservative 

MP for Canterbury, the cam- 
paign’s chairman, attacked the 

Law Society’s decision and said: 
“lam now finnly behind the Bill 
It represents an enormous im- 
provement." 

Thelma Fisher, director of 
National Family Mediation, 
said her organisation also re- 
mained committed to the Bill. 
**NFM considers that there are 
many aspects of the BiD that will 
better serve the needs of di- 
vorcing parents and, particu- 
larly, their children, by 
removing much of the am- 
money from tbe divorce - 
process. The Law Society’s 
withdrawal of support for the 
Bill is regretted.” 

But Mr Boateng called the 
society’s decision "a body blow 
to a battered and beleaguered ' 
Bill whose days must now be * 
numbered.” 



‘A Cry For Children*. It’s a cry to 
everyone to stop and think about the 
way they behave towards children. 

To listen to them, talk to them 
and treat them with respect. 

And to recognise the impact 
thar any for m of cruelty can have on 
a child. Please answer the cry. 

If yon, or someone you know is 
suffering from abuse, please call the 
NSPCC Chil d Protection Helpline on 
0800 800 500 any time, day or night. 

Or if, after reading thfe, y OU 
would find more information helpful, 
please call ns on 0171 825 2775. 

NSPCC 


Saga Services Ltd would Bee lo send V 011 ln * ,s,ma * ,or ' a&out 
services prodded by other Sags companies and may pass delate 
to those companies to enable th®m m do so. 


And why not ask us about our competitive 
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Heads quitting 
profession in 
record numbers 


S 


* ® Mj L sIb P k F | na * touches being put to an exhibit In a new gallery at the Historic Dockyard at Chatham, Kent, devoted to the 170-year story of 
ythe Royal National Lifeboat Institution, founded in 1824. The display opens on Saturday Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Record numbers of London 
bend teachers are leaving the 
profession early, many of them 
because of stress. The National 
Association of Head Tkach ers 
said yesterday. 

Heads say stress is particu- 
larly bad in London because of 
the need to take action against 
the above-average numbers of 
poor teachers and because of 
increasing threats from violent 
parents. 

They also blame impossible 
workloads and lack of support 
from governors and local 
authorities. 

Of the 183 London heads re- 
tiring this year, 110 are leaving 
early, 43 for medical reasons, 
usually related to stress. Nine- 
teen Have been forced out and 
12 are leaving because they 
are redundant. 

Fourteen of those leaving 



NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 

RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 
34.5% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in 1995. 

Source - Pulp & Paper Information Centre. 


becaiEe of ill health are under 
50 and only four are over 60. 

During die lost four months, 
54 London heads have asked 
the association for advice about 
early retirement. Eight of these 
have had breakdowns. Many 
have been in post for only a 
short period of time. 

The figures represent a big in- 
crease on last year. 

Brian Fuller, the associa- 
tion's regional officer, said: 
“Teacher competency is a par- 
ticular problem. In the Eight- 
ies, it was very difficult to recruit 
anybody in London. A lot or 
people were appointed who 
should not have been. 

"It is down to heads to lake 
disciplinary action. Some au- 
thorities don't back beads up in 
the action . A lot of governors 
also back down from dismissing 
teachers after the head has 
gpne through agony.** 

More parents, he said, were 
threatening both teachers and 
staff and even vandalising their 
cars. “Since Christmas. J have 
been getting four or five calls a 
week from beads who want to 
get out of the profession." 

The association said spend- 
ing cuts, changes in legislation, 
increased public accountability 
and public criticism after in- 
spection reports had alt in- 
creased heads* load. The figures 
were simply the tip of the ice- 
berg, it added: “For every head 


retiring early, there are two or 
three just waiting to reach 50 
yean; of age in order to go." 

Applications for London 
headships are declining fast. A 
study by Oxford Brookes Uni- 
versity earlier this year showed 
that nearly 40 per cent of inner 
London headships were re- 
advertised Deputy heads are 
reluctant to apply for headships. 

One inner London secondary 
school appointed a head after 
four attempts but the head left 
after 12 months. A grant-main- 
tained secondary school at- 
tracted only three" applications. 
Even a large primary school in 
an afilucnl pan of London had 
just six applications. 

David Hart, the association's 
general secretary, said: "London 
schools can ill-afford to lose 
such a quantity of experienced 
talent. City schools often pro- 
vide for the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged pupils in the 
country. They desperately need 
stability and continuity. 

“New ways must be found lo 
encourage able, experienced 
heads and deputies to work and 
slay in city schools, otherwise 
this haemorrhaging of talent will 
set back efforts to raise stan- 
dards in the schools of the cap- 
ital city." 

Mr Fuller said that the cost 
of housing in London made it 
difficult for teachers from out- 
side the citv to move into it. 


1 was a teacher 
not a manager’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

At the age of 50 Bob Dacey 
retired from his job as head 
of an inner-London primary 
school, after a breakdown 
caused by the stresses of his job. 

After more than 10 years as 
a head in Southwark he chose 
to leave a profession he loved, 
weighed down, he says, by the 
administrative burdens placed 
on heads by the Governraenfs 
reforms. 

Even before the 1988 Reform 
Act introduced devolved bud- 
gets for schools, Southwark 
schools had more than their 
share of difficulties. 

Mr Dacey's school was a 
lough one. Out of 300 children, 
30 were on the at-risk register 
and 23 languages were spoken. 

Once schools had to run 
their own budgets and the 
Inner London Education Au- 
thority (ILEA) was disman- 
tled, heads' burdens increased. 

Some of Mr Dacey’s gover- 
nors had little management 
experience, and in some weeks 
he spent more time explaining 
school policy to them than he 
did with his pupils. 


^ c^eotdv 

Mr Dacey, who retired last 
summer, said: “When 1 was 
appointed a head in 1984, 1 
enjoyed iL I was with the chil- 
dren a great deal and my main 
remit was ensuring the quality 
of teaching. 

“Then ILEA went and I was 
taken over by Southwark, which 
had not run an education 
department. Budgets were de- 
volved and virtually total re- 
sponsibility for everything 
within school and the school 
grounds. I taught maths so the 
finances didn't present a prob- 
lem but I was a teacher, not a 
manager. U wasn't something I 
had been appointed for. trained 
for, or had much aptitude for." 

Money became tighter. Gass 
sizes rose and funds for support 
staff were short. The combina- 
tion of bis old duties with his 
new ones eventually proved 
too much for him. 

“I was unable to sleep. I was 
carrying round this terrible feel- 
ing of apprehension and anxi- 
ety. I couldn't concentrate. I 
was menially and physically 
exhausted." 


Dublin owns up 
over bungled 
extradition case 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

The Dail bad to be adjourned 
twice yesterday amid uproar af- 
ter a minister admitted an IRA 
extradition fiasco blamed on 
British errors was in fact the re- 
sult of blunders by Irish police. 

The unprecedented climb- 
down saw Ireland's justice min- 
ister admit that gardai were to 
blame all along for bungling the 
extradition of an IRA bombing 
suspect last month. At the lime. 
Dublin publicly claimed British 
authorities were responsible. 

Following protracted ques- 
tioning by an Opposition TD, 
the minister, Nora Owen, con- 
ceded in a written reply that the 
original British application for 
the extradition of Anthony Dun- 
can, 27. wanted for questioning 
in connection with Semtex 
bombs in Brighton and Bognor 
Regis in 1994, was mislaid dur- 
ing photocopying by gardai 

The disclosure lecf to angry 
scenes in the Dail, which had lo 
be adjourned twice by the 
Cearrn Comhairle (Speaker) as 
Opposition parties demanded 
an immediate emergency de- 
bate. The Thoiseach, John Bru- 
ton, was only willing to agree to 
a debate next week. 

It was suggested yesterday 
that the error over the warrant 
was not spotted because of the 
quality of the photocopies. In 
Dublin district court on 13 
April, Irish state couasel indi- 
cated that the documents had 


been “fundamentally flawed". 

The embarrassment has in- 
creased pressure on the em- 
battled Mis Owen, whose term 
of office has coincided with a se- 
ries of garda failures. 

These have included the fail- 
ure to slop a multi-million 
pound security depot robbery 
carried out after weeks of sur- 
veillance was abandoned; the 
overlooking by detectives al 
the scene of the crime of a mur- 
der weapon used to kill a live 
year-old: and the disappearance 
of the corpse of a murdered 
man in Cork City from under 
detectives' noses. In addition, 
the minister has been unable lo 
settle a bitter feud between ri- 
val garda representative bodies 
following a split. 

Following yesterday's disclo- 
sure, Progressive Democrat TD 
Liz O'Donnell claimed that 
“highly placed {Irish] govern- 
ment sources misled the public 
and the media when they point- 
ed the finger of blame atthe UK 
authorities". And she asked: 
“Was the minister being being 
kept m the dark, or was the De- 
partment of Justice keeping 
the Dail in the dark?" 

Pointing out that the earlier 
Irish accusations had prompt- 
ed calls for the resi g na tion of the 
British Attorney General. Ms 
O'Donnell went on lo ask 
‘‘whether anyone in Ireland 
will accept responsibility for 
this comedy of errors, com- 
pounded by a misleading accu- 
sation agamst the British”. 
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NHS reform: Unions furious at call for ‘generic’ workforce to be trained in everything from ward cleaning to bottom wiping 


Cleaners become carers in brave new 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A revolution in the NHS work- 
force was called for yesterday 
which within a decade will see 
40 per cent of the nureing and 
therapist workforce turned into 
multi-skilled “generic carers". 

Stuff will be trained but not 
professionally qualified, pro- 
riding everything from ward 
cleaning and maintenance to 
bottom wiping, physiotherapy, 
ECGs and simple X-rays. 

The change - which is likely 
also to hit the private sector - 
is needed to produce the huge 

increase in productivity n ac- 
cessary for the NHS survive and 
to cope with mounting shortages 
of doctors, nurses and profes- 
sional and technical staff, a 
report from Manchester Uni- 
versity's Health Services 
Management unit said. 

The report, launched by the 
National Association of Health 
Authorities and produced with 
the support of the NHS Trust 
Federation, was greeted with 
horror by the nursing unions. 


Christine Hancock, the gener- 
al secretary of the Royal College 
of Nursing accusing it of being 
“out of touch with reality" and 
warning it could “destroy nurs- 
ing”. 

“To suggest that 40 per cent 
of the ‘generic' carets respon- 
sible for hands on patient care 
wilt be support workers will 
shock patients and nurses. It 
flies in the face of the available 
research about what is best for 
patients," she said. The pro- 
posals had little to do with 
helping patients “and everything 
to do with cost cutting". 

The report's authors, how- 
ever, argued the changes were 
already happening. Rr from en- 
dangering patients they could 
improve care, provide more 
job security, produce new re- 
cruits for nursing and medicine 
and release doctors, nurses and 
therapists for the tasks which 
really require their skills. 

Over the past decade, the 
proportion of qualified staff in 
the NHS has risen, the report 
says. But there are major snort- 
falls of doctors in prospect 



The range of skills support 
workers could cover by 2005 
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filming , core nursing such as 
from bathing and toileting 
patients, most physio therapy, 
fidrpitting and discharging with- 
in guidelines, providing dis- 
charge and transfer letters, 
undertaking some pathology 
rests, a| *d simpler X-rays. 

MSF, Which represents a 
range of qualified health care 
staff; said the change involved 
“a replacement of drilled with 
unskilled staff on an unprece- 
dented scale". The report’s call 
far trusts to use local pay to help 

t. 1 JmwcwM akn 


Clean start: Shortfalls in specialist staff must be countered by training more staff in more skills, says a new report Photograph: Philip Meech 


There is a “nightmare” over re- 
cruiting theatre, intensive care 
and other specialist nurses and 
difficulties in recruiting occu- 
pational and other therapists. 


At present, jobs with over- 
lapping skills are divided up 
“inflexibly". Professor Michael 
Schofield of the Manchester 
unit said, with individuals 


“entering a particular profes- 
sional box” at age 18 in which 
they are then stuck for life. 

“Multi-skilling” would train 
support workers in particular 


occupational skills centred 
round the patient’s needs rather 
than professional divisions. 

Ambulance personnel 
already show that workers can 
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be trained to be stalled para- 
medics, and work such as tak- 
ing blood could be transferred 
to support workers. That in turn 
would release nurses. 


-‘highly provocaL — . 

However, the UKCC which 
oversees nurse trai nin g s said the 
report was “timely" and “an in- 
teresting contribution to an im- 
portant debate”. Any changes 
“must be in the best interests of 
patient care”. Sue Norman, its 
chief executive said. 

□ The Future Healthcare Work- 
force, HMSU, Devonshire 
House, Manchester M13 9PL 
£15.95 



‘Health care is 
changing and we * 
must respond’ 


Kingston NHS Trust in Surrey 
has already taken the first steps 
towards the new support 
worker - employing dozens of 
“team assistants” in its 140-bed 

medical uni t. 

The chflfig p has involved not 
just substituting the skills of 
nurses for trained-up cleaners, 
porters and maintenance staff, 
but a wholesale switch to what 
Susan Legg, the trust’s director 
of nursing, calls “patient-fo- 
cused care”. 

The unit has its own X-ray 
and pathology on ate. Qualified 
nurses lead the teams with 
assistants already undertaking 
tasks from traditional cleaning 
and pottering, to maintenance, 
toileting and bathing patients, 
helping them with mobility us- 
ing exenases prescribed by phys- 
iotherapists, taking blood for 
tests and undertaking other 
care traditionally provided by 
professional staff A radiogra- 
pher has been trained to assist 
doctors with endoscopies - the 
use of fibre-optic cameras inside 

the body - a task usually done 
by technicians or nurses. Nurs- 
es now insert the cannulas for 
drips and can re-site them with- 
out calling junior doctors out. 

The tmirs heaviest cleaning, 
pottering and maintenance is 
still done fay “unit stewards”. 
But they too are trained to help 
feed, wash and toilet patients. 
The idea that this endangers 


One trust already 
has mixed tasks 
for staff, reports 

Nicholas Timmins 

patients and risks infection is 
dismissed by Miss Legg. “In the 
past we have had nurses emp- 
ty bed pans and then change 
dressings," she says. “There is 
no difference between that and 
cleaning a toilet- It is about 
proper infection control and we 
train people in that." 

Tfcam assistants may be 
cheaper to employ than fully 
qualified nurses, but Ms Legg 
insists the exercise is “driven by 
quality of care” - based on 
patient needs and "compe- 
tence-based training”. Growing 
numbers of services are deliv- 
ered without the patient having 
to travel round the hospital. 
Time spent in meetings, on pa- 
perwork and in waiting tor 
qualified staff is reduced. It no 
longer takes five forms to get a 
light bulb changed. 

The NHS, Ms Legg added, 
“has never had all qualified staff 
We have had nursing auxil- 
iaries for years. But this provides 
individuals with the chance of 
a far more satisfying and flexi- 
ble job. Some have already 
gone on to do their nurse train- 
ing. Health care is changing, and 
we must respond". 


‘Whisper concrete’ 
cuts roar of traffic 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

People living near major roads 
may get some relief from the 
noise thanks to a Government 
decision that road builders 
should be encouraged use 
"whisper concrete”. 

The Highways Agency, the 
Government agency responsible 
for building and maintaining 
Britain’s major roads, has 
approved the use of the less 
noisy road surface. 

Contractors will be available 
to include whisper concrete 
as an option for all roads where 
concrete is technically suitable 
but it will be up to contractors, 
rather than the Highways 
Agency, to select the specifica- 
tion. 

However, the cost of the 
concrete is about 10 per cent 
higher than conventional 
surfaces and this may deter 
some contractors. The Agency 
will, however, make whisper 


concrete mandatory for roads 
carrying 75,000 vehicles or more 
per day, and for those In noise- 
sensitive areas. 

The new type of concrete has 
been tested on two roads, the 
M18 in Yorkshire and the A50 
in Derbyshire and the Agency 
found that no additional main- 
tenance costs resulted from its 
use, despite the harsh winter 
conditions earlier this year. 

On average, noise levels are 
about two decibels lower for 
light vehicles and one for heavy 
vehicles. While this does not 
sound much, a drop of three 
decibels in the average noise 
would be equivalent to halving 
the traffic flow. 

Whisper concrete differs 
from conventional concrete 
surface in that some of the 
aggregate is left exposed, rather 
than brushed into grooves, 
which results in less noise. The 
new surface has been shown 
to be just as skid resistant as 
older types 




DAILY POEM 


each 


in the Peloponnese 

By NS Thompson 

No sickles honed cut terraces of com; 

Only her own thin blade shaves grass to feed 
The hunched, hutched row of glossy rabbits fed 
Up for the welcome and the hoped return. 

The kitchen (whitewashed shrine of postcards, 

Stamped “Airmail”, bicycle delivered, placed 
Beside dried palm-leaf cross and long-dead 
Ana Houston, Montreal, Virginia Bea ch „,) 

Keeps her preserved above an ageless bay 
Where pulling oara once swept out, dressed for war: 

Miku is doctor Costas now has store ... 

She pulls up threads and starts again each day. 

N.S. Thompson lectures in English at Christ Church, Oxford 
and is poetry editor at New Poetry Quarterly. His poems, trans- 
lations and reviews have appeared mAmbit, Encounter . Mod- 
emj'oetrym Translation, Oxford Poetry, PN Review , the TLS 
and New Writing 5. 
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Ramblers rejoice as high 
road is declared off-limits 


Pedestrian zone: Walkers on the Golden Road over the Presell mountains in Pembrokeshire 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


RICHARD SMITH 

"Welsh ramblers and fanners are 
celebrating victory after halting 
in its trades one of the curses of 
the countryside: the four-wheel 
drive vehicle. 

When motorists began using 
the windswept Golden Road 

along the rklgeway over the Pre- 
seli mountains in the Pem- 
brokeshire Coast National Park 
it provoked a confrontation 
with walkers, fanners and ar< 

chadogists. 

The four-wheel drive enthu- 
siasts argued that the)' were en- 
titled to use the route as it had 
been a highway since Roman 
times. Opponents countered 
that it was nothing more than 
a bridleway and said its claim to 
being a Roman road was based 
on an ISth century forgery. 

Now the Secretary of State 
for Wales, William Hague, has 
upheld a public inquiry derision 
which makes it illegal for vehi- 
cles to use the nine-mile trail. 

The route has been used for 
more than 4,000 years, but pro- 
testers claim the recent arrival 


of recreational off-road drivers 
have churned up the ground and 
caused serious erosion in a sen- 
sitive area, which was the source 
of the blue-spolted dolomite 
rock used to build Stonehenge. 

The remains of Iron- Age 
forts and neolithic burial cham- 
bers have also been found in the 
area, which is a site of special 
scientific interest because of a 
colony of southern damsel flics 
which live in the wet upland 
pead an ds and heather. 

War between the off-roaders 
and the ramblers' faction was 
declared in 1991 after Dyfcd 
County Council reclassified the 
track as a bridleway instead of 
a road used as a public path. 
The off-roaders found that the 
route was clearly marked as a 
Roman road on the first one- 
inch Ordnance Survey map of 
the area produced in the lS30s. 
and used it as evidence at the 
subsequent public inquiry. 

The inquiry found against 
them, however, after research 
by the ramblers proved that the 
Golden Road’s links with Ro- 
man times were a forgery 


dreamt up by an 18th century 
historian - and then turned 
into legend by the Victorian an- 
tiquarian. Sir Richard Fenton, 
who was anxious to glamorise 
Pembrokeshire's past 

Peter Haiwood, vice chairman 
of the Welsh Ramblers Associ- 
ation. said: “We are absolutely 
over the moon . .. These vehidcs 
were leaving nils two feet deep 

and once the fragile topsoil is bro- 
ken next time it rains you get ter- 
rific erosion of the undersoil. 

"The sudden appearance of 
three or four of these vehicles 
crashing and banging and slith- 
ering around has made quiet en- 
joyment of this wonderful place 
well nigh impossible at limes." 

Heather James, of the Dyfed 
Archaeological TVust. added: 
“This is a spectacularly beauti- 
ful and very special place which 
needs protecting. It's not just a 
few monuments, there arc whole 
relic landscapes going back to the 
fourth millennium BC." 

National Park officials will 
erect warning notices this week- 
end and rangcTS will carry out pa- 
trols to enforce the vehicle ban. 
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Race bias 
fear over 
privatised 
rail firms 


C 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Black and Asian railway work- 
ers could face increased dis- 
crimination because of the 
privatisation of their industry, 
according to the Commission 
for Racial Equality. 

Commission leaders yester- 
day declared that equal oppor- 
tunities policies could be the 
first victim of the break-up of 
British Rail. Sue Scott, senior 
executive officer, said the fight 
for racial , justice would be 
“harder work" when there were 
numerous companies to deal 
with rather than one centralised 
structure. 

Bob Puririss, TUC represen- 
tative on the commission, said: 
“If an organisation becomes 
cash-driven one of the first 
things to go out of the window 
is equal opportunities and eth- 
nic monitoring." 

Senior representatives of the 
commission were speaking at 
the launch of a report on the se- 
lection of train drivers which 
urged employers in all industries 
to check recruitment proce- 
dures, including the allegedly 
scientific psychometric tests, to 
ensure that members of ethnic 
minorities were not suffering 
from indirect discrimination. 

The study, A Fair Test? Se- 
lecting Train Drivers at British 
Rail, followed complaints of 
discrimination by eight Asian 
guards at Paddington who were 
refused jobs as drivers. 

The report found that selec- 
tion procedures were biased 
against members of ethnic mi- 
norities. especially Asians. The 
document had allegedly teen 
the subject of a “gagging order 
from British Rafl, according to 
Steve Blinkhom, its author. 

Mr Blinkhorc, a consultant 
psychologist, said it had taken 
five years for BR to agree to re- 
lease bis foldings. He had found 
that selection procedures were 
seriously flawed. “If I designed 
a system to discriminate against 
Asians, I could not have done 
it better," he said. The report 


found that many of the criteria 
used to choose drivers were ir- 
relevant to the job. Employees 
found that if their first language 
was not English they were dis- 
advantaged by the test. 

Mr Blrokhorn said BR as- 
sumed the test was able to ex- 
amine whether potential drivers 
were “safe” or noL However, he 
said the procedures were found 
to be inadequate. 

His assertions were rejected 
by Steve Fletcher, of BR’s pri- 
vatised psychology unit He 
said the procedures were able 
to dfecerver whether or not a po- 
tential recruit would operate 
trains safely. Dr Fletcher point- 
ed out that the unit’s business 
had burgeoned under the new 
privatised regime and that 
much of its activity was in- 
volved with equal opportunities. 
The new businesses were con- 
cerned to ensure that such poli- 
cies were maintained. 

Mr Purkiss said the CRE 
wanted to be sure that em- 
ployers got the best people for 
the job and that selection was 
not based on ^prejudice, pre- 
sumptions and irrelevant tests’*. 
He said blade people were still 
twice as likely to be unem- 
ployed and suffer from institu- 
tional prejudice. 

Lew Adams, general secre- 
tary of the train drivers’ union 
Aslef, said that bis organisation 
employed an equal opportuni- 
ties official who was viguam over 

the selection of women and 
members of ethnic minorities to 
driving jobs. “As a union we are 
absolutely opposed to racial 
discrimination and harassment 
in any form," be said. 

Gareth Hadley, BR’s em- 

pfcyeerelaticradire^ 
carefully-devised tests could re- 
duce the potential for cfiscrinu- 
nprinn by eliminating subjectivity, 
but they had to be properly val- 
idated and carefully applied to 
minimise risks of unfairness. 
“The lessons learnt in selection 
processes have been applied 
throughout the rail indukry as 
part rathe initiatives promoting 
equality of opportunities.” 
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■ your 

business needn’t 
take a back seat 


\ 


’ • '7 -HeW .up In. traffic? Delayed on board a train? 

*’ : : ** you don^t haiyci to? • 

a BT Mobile Manager Gan easily provide 
: Jil : : f y<? u vvith an instant mobile office: it's a 
. , modern plugged fnto.a laptop and Cellnet 
\ Vdigltal mobile phone. it allows you to keep 
, ‘ .'ip. touch ywth'ypur office' and efierife. You can 


receive urgent faxes, 1 send quotes right away, 
proper orders more quickly and meet those 
looming .deadlines- All without waiting until you 
get back to the office. So next time you are • 
stuck going nowhere, at least your business 
needn’t be.' Find out more information, call 
BT Bus&nessconnections now. 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


MOBILE WORKING Gel more out of your day. 


Work smarter 

not just harder 
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New Labour, Old Labour: Tensions rise as NEC disbands Hackney, sacks a ‘terrorist’ candidate and hears of Blair ‘favouritism # 

Councillors face 
re-affirming 

the party rules 



Hackney: The NEC has spent months investigating the ruling Labour group over allegations of dirty tricks and vote-rigging Photograph: Philip Meech 


STEVE BOGGAN 
Chief Reporter 

The r uling Labour Group on 
Hackney Council in north-east 
London was disbanded by the 
national party yesterday in a 
move likely to result in further 
chaos within Britain’s poorest 
borough. 

Thirty-nine Labour council- 
lorswere told by the paity’sNa- 

rirtnaf Frarwri ug CirrnmitXePt that 

they would have to sign special 
declarations before they would 
be allowed to re-join. There 
were indications last might that 
around half would rather be ex- 
pelled than toe a party line they 
consider unacceptable. 
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Communicate anytime, anywhere. 
Stay in touch for 67 hours or talk for 



3 hours and 50 minutes. 


With the GA 318 you get 
the Ericsson quality, loads of features 


and a choice of different colours. 


It’s the smart new way 

to get mobile. 

For more information on Ericsson 
mobile phones call 0171 814 5080. 

For details of Ericsson accessories 
call 01628 789 911. 


ERICSSON 


A proposal to disband the_ 
roup was passed “on the nod** 


following a atlh last week when 

17 out of 36 voting Labour 
councillors teamed up with 
Conservative and Liberal De- 
mocrats to vote down the par- 
ty's official candidate for mayor. 

It was die last straw for the 
NEC, which has spent months 
investigating the group over 
allegations of dirty tricks, vote- 
rigging and tbe disputed for- 
mation of an unofficial caucus 
called the Manifesto Group. 

Richard Burningh&m, Lab- 
our’s general secretary for 
Greater London, said the group 
would be disbanded rather than 
suspended and would be invited 
to re-join next week when mem- 
bers would be presented with a 
declaration re-affirming tbe par- 
ty's rules and standing orders. 

“If anyone refuses to sign, 
then they are out, expelled.” he 
said. That could leave the way 
open for a bung council - some- 
thing many councillors believe 
the national Labour party 
would welcome. Thking Hack- 
ney out of its control would re- 
move a major embarrassment 

The group will be re-formed 
around four officers: Nick Tai- 
lentire, the Council Leader, 
Julie Grimble, the group's sec- 
retary, Bill Leadbitter, its chair- 


man, and Peter Kenyon, the 
chief whip. 

Mr Birmingham confirmed 
the declaration to abide bv par- 
ty rules would also include 
points specific to Hackney, 

points that many of those dis- 


banded may find unpalatable. 

“Some draft standing orders 
have been proposed by Peter 
Kenyon which included the 
Labour Party model and some 
other conditions he considered 
desirable," said David Phillips, 
one of the rebels who has been 
earmarked separately for sus- 
pension by the NEC. 

■ “Ws have said we would want 
a collegiate debate over whether 
or not they are reasonable. 
However, if they are simply go- 
ing to be imposed as a condition 

of rejoining, then I think the ma- 
jority of the group will find that 
very diffi cult to stomach." 

He said expelled councillors 
had no intention of forming an 
opposition group and he de- 
scribed the Manifesto Group as 
“a myth". 

Mr Bumingham said there 
was no question of the decla- 
ration being drawn up only by 
Mr Kenyon. 

Mr Talentire said the NEC’s 
decision vindicated his actions 
over recent months in his dis- 
pute with his fellow councillors. 


Blair accused of 
plot to impose 
candidates 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tboy Blair, the Labour leader, 
was accused yesterday of be- 
traying his commitment to “one 
member, one vote" democracy 
in the party by planning to im- 
pose his favoured candidates in 
a number of safe seats. 

Activists in the 14 safe 
Labour seats which have not yet 
chosen candidates fe^r that the 
decision by the National Exec- 
utive Committee (NEC) yes- 
terday to impose a candidate in 
the new safe seat of Swindon 
North heralds a series of cen- 
tral decisions. 

The NEC rejected demands 
to re-run the ballot, despite 
court action by Jim D’Avila, an 
engineering union convenor 
who alleged irregularities, and 
chose Michael Wills, an advis- 
er to Gordon Brown, the shad- 
ow Chancellor, who won the 
initial ballot last September. 

Activists fear that Mr Blair is 
deliberately delaying selections 
in safe Labour seats in order to 
invoke powers to suspend mem- 
bership ballots and appoint 
candidates on the grounds that 
a general election is imminenL 

David H3I, the party’s chief 
spokesman, said that such fears 
were unjustified, and that the 
NEC had declared yesterday 
that it should “err on the side 
of balloting local members 
wherever possible". It had de- 
cided that the “internal bitter- 
ness and politics" of the 


Swindon North party made a 
fair re-run ballot impossible. 

He pointed out that the NEC 
had taken a different stance yes- 
terday in the case of Glasgow 
Go van. by ordering a fresh bal- 
lot for next month. 

Mike Wfctson, MP for Glas- 
gow Central, won the ballot by 
just one vote from Mohammed 
Sarwar, who hopes to become 
Britain's first Asian Muslim 
ME But party bosses decided 
not to endorse Mr Watson 
after a report by the electoral 
specialists Unity Balloting Ser- 
vices found that some people 
who voted were ineligible. 

Mr Blair is believed to be 
keen to see as MPs in the next 
Parliament: Alan Howarth, who 
defected from the limes last 
year; Derek Scott, the Labour 
leader’s economic adviser who 
failed to be selected for Worces- 
ter, and Patricia Hewitt, Neil 
Kinnock's former press secre- 
tary, who played a central pol- 
icy role in Labour’s last election 
campaign. 

The NEC has the power to 
intervene in the selection of can- 
didates if it decides that the par- 
ty needs to be ready for a 
genera] election. Mr Hill said 
that, in the past, the NEC had 
usually presented its own short- 
list to the local party for bal- 
loting - the same procedure as 
for by-elections. However, be 
conceded that the NEC had the 
power, as in Swindon North, to 
set up a sub-committee simply 
to appoint a candidate. 


Hanging case 
candidate sacked 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Labour sacked the party’s par- 
liamentary candidate for Exeter 
yesterday after he failed to fall 
on his sword as requested over 
bitter accusations of betrayal in 
the fight against South African 
apartheid 30 years ago. 

The 13-4 vote by the National 
Executive Committee, with no 
discussion, brought John 
Lloyd’s political career to an 
abrupt end on the grounds that 
he had “misled" the party about 
his role in sending a colleague 
to tbe gallows in 1964. 

Mr Lloyd, 54, a barrister 
who fought the seat for Labour 
at the 1992 election, must have 


lier tife as a member of the 
African Resistance Movement 
(ARM) were laid to rest. 

However, he underestimated 
the determination of relatives 
and supporters of John Harris, 
a fellow-member of the ARM, 
who was hanged in 1964 for 
planting a bomb at Johannes- 
burg railway station which killed 
a woman. Harris was convicted 
on Mr Liqyd 5 evidence - some- 
thing for which he has always 
expressed remorse. 


Tom Sawyer, general secre- 
tary of the Labour Party, is un- 
derstood to feel that Mr Lloyd 
had not told the truth when it 
emerged that he could have 
withdrawn his testimony after he 
fled to Britain, which might con- 
ceivably have saved Harris. 

The grievances of anti- 
apartheid politics have been re- 
played in dramatic fashion in the 
case. Many ARM partisans, in- 
cluding several who served tong 
jafl sentences in South Africa in 
the 1960s, emigrated to Britain. 

Exeter Labour Parly backed 
Mr Lloyd in his refusal to stand 
down after being invited to do 
so by the NEC in March. Lo- 
cal party members protested 
outside Labour headquarters in 
Walworth Road, south Lon- 
don, with proclaiming “John 
Lloyd - Exeter's choice". 

The four voting against the 
decision were Dennis Skinner, 
the left-wing MP, Margaret 
Beckett, industry spokes- 
woman, Vernon Hrnce, of the 
Rail. Maritime and Transport 
union, and John Evans MP. 

A party spokesman said there 

was no right of appeal and a new 
candidate would now be se- 
lected as quickly as possible. 
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s fee Sacked prisons chief 


nirig 


‘presided over waste’ 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Conservative MPs yesterday 
re-opened the row over the 
sadang of Derek Lewis, the for- 
mer head of the Prison Service, 
accusing him of having presided 
over an “unacceptable" break- 
down in financial controls which 
led to an overspend last year. 

Mr Lewis was sacked by 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, after an inquiry into 
prison escapes from White- 
moor and Parkhurst - altho ugh 
the Home Office in effect 
accepted he had been wrong- 
fully dismissed when it paid him 
£220,000 earlier this year. 

David Hunt, the former Cab- 
inet minister, seized on the 
damning findings of the Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC), 
published yesterday while Mr 
Lewis was giving evidence to an- 
other select committee. Com- 
menting on the PAC report. 


which detailed an »nanihnrwp/< 
surge in Prison Service spend- 
ing breaching limits set by Par- 
liament, Mr Hunt accused Mr 
Lewis of failing to put finann al 
Systems in place qmddy enough. 

Mr Lewis replied that when 
he look over the service in 1993 
“taxpayers’ money was being 
wasted on a gross scale", but 
that control systems could not 
be brought in “overnight*. 

Mr Hunt said: “I am not talk- 
ing about overnight, but over 
two years.* 

Mr Lewis was defended by 
Jim Cousins, Labour MP for 
Newcastle Central, who said 
that, although he had been 
subjected to the “pressure of re- 
lentless ministerial interfer- 
ence” from Mr Howard, 
ministers had taken no interest 
in financial matters, despite 
being warned about “inade- 
quate* controls. 

Asked about the areas of 
prison management in which 


Home Office ministers had 
“meddled", Mr Lewis they 

ranged from “the form that a 
search of an individual prison 

should take., .to matters q£ the 

disciplining of individual mem- 
bers of staff". 

Mr Cn irejns ciid that Mi nhari 

Forsyth, then a prisons minis- 
ter, had been warned in a 
minute dated October 1994 
that “financial controls in some 
establishments are inadequate". 

Mr Lewis, giving evidence to 
the Public Services Committee 
on his clash with Mr Howard 
over the difference between 
policy -for which ministers are 
accountable - and operations, 
was also backed by one of the 
Tories on the committee. Sir Pte- 
tmUayt^MPforJEareham-Sir 
Peter said Mr Lewis was the vic- 
tim of a “surfeit of shock-hor- 
ror reports" about escapes and 
the general state of prisons. 

Mr Lewis told the c ommi ttee 
that the chief executives of gov- 


ernment agencies should be 
freed from political interference 
and made directly accountable 
to Parliament He suggested 
they should be made indepen- 
dent of ministers, on the mod- 
el of police chief constables. 

He said that he had been 
“constrained" by the rules gov- 
erning dvil servants when he 
gave evidence to MPS immedi- 
ately after the Parkhurst break- 
out, which required him to 
e fi r k to his minister’s line. 

“Fears that a licence to speak 

Ci^^destrac^e and intolera- 
ble conflict between agency 
chief executives and their min- 
isters are unfounded," he told 
the committee. 

“It does not happen in the 
case of the police or the Bank 
of England and one of the 
signs of a mature democracy 
and sound government is that 
it can survive and thrive an rea- 
soned public debate." 
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Norris tipped 
to lead Tory 
election fight 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Steve Norris, the Minister for 
Thmsport in London, is being 
tipped by senior Tory back- 
bench colleagues for a cam- 
paigning role in the run-up to 
the general election. 

Mr Norris was one of the 
“star turns” at a private meet- 
ing of junior ministers with the 
Pnme Minister at Chequers on 
Monday. 

John Major used the meet- 
ing to sound out opinion among 
ministers on how the Tbries can 
beat Tbny Blair's New Labour. 
Mr Norris was said by col- 
leagues to have “put into words 
what we were all thinking", 
and was being tipped to become 
a vice-chairman of the party in 
the summer reshuffle. 

Ann Widdecombe, the Min- 
ister of State at the Home Of- 
fice, is also said to have made 
a strong impression at a simi- 
lar meeting for middle-ranking 
ministers at Chequers last week. 

Ministers are expecting the 
reshuffle in July to be limited 
to the lower ranks. 

The Prime Minister is being 
pressed to drop Douglas Hogg, 
the Minister of Agriculture, 
Virginia Bottomley, Secretary 
of Stale for National Her- 
itage, and the Lord Chancel- 
lor, Lord Mackay, whose 
divorce law reform Bill is 
threatened by Labour and 


Ibry rebels. Mr Hogg was ac- 
cused of foiling to persuade Eu- 
ropean ministers to lift the ban 
on beef. It was alleged he had 
refused to go to one European 
meeting “because he said he 
didn’t work on Saturdays". 

Mr Major was expected to 
stand by Mr Hogg, although 
David Davis was seen as a pow- 
erful candidate to replace him. 
Mr Davis, the Foreign Office 
minister, was responsible for 
sounding out Cabinet minis- 
ters on the options for retalia- 
tory action over the ban on beef 
exports. 

The Prime Minister’s an- 
nouncement of non-cooperation 
until the ban is lifted was wide- 
ly seen by Tory MPs as a water- 
shed for the Conservative Party, 
winch lifted their chances of win- 
ning the election. Mr Norris, a 
junior Transport minister, is the 
only minister in Mr Majors 
government to have survived in 
office in spite of allegations of 
affairs . He has announced his in- 
tration to stand down at the next 
election from his Epping Forest 
constituency. 

He has a reputation for be- 
ing frank. On the day of the 
leadership election last July 
Mr Norris said many MPs saw 
Mr Major as the least worst op- 
tion”. He is seen as a hard-hit- 
ting minister who could sharpen 
up the presentation of the Gov- 
ernment’s record, and help to 
lead the attack on Labour. 
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i You can cake 
out an unsecured 
personal Loan for any 
rcasont with Hamilton 

Direct Bank, a division of 
HFC Bank pic and rake advantage 
of our attractive fixed rates: 

• 13.8% APR 

on unsecured Personal Loans 

from £5.000 to £10,000. 

' IS.9% APR 

on unsecured Personal Loans 
from £500 to £4,999. 


♦Rales ait correct as at 13/05/96. 
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Sainsbuiys. 

Everything under 

the sun, 
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Sainsbuiys 
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Sainsbuiys 
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Sainsbuiys 
Blue Cheese Dressdx^ 
. 250ml 
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Sainsbuiys 
Jamaican Jerk 
Chicken Thighs and 
Cajun Drumsticks 
£3-29 £2- S9 
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Literary award: David Malouf wins first presentation of £103.000 laurel for work of fiction with tale of Aboriginal cult ure 

Aboriginal 
tale wins top 
book prize 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

The inaugural award of the 
world's most valuable book 
prize went last night to a nov- 
el about a boy forced to adapt 
lo life with a white family after 
spending 1 ft years in the care of 
Aborigines. 

The Australian novelist 
David Malouf won £103.000 for 
Renumbering Babylon at the 
hnpnc international literary 
prize ceremony, which look 
place at Dublin Castle. 

As well as being the world's 
largest prize for a single work 
of fiction, the tmpae breaks new 
ground in its selection process: 
the winner was chosen from 
nominations sent in by munic- 
ipal libraries around the world. 

Malouf. 62. bom in Bris- 
bane to Lebanese and English 
parents. Is a former English lec- 
turer at Queensland Universi- 
ty. Since 197S he has been a 
full-time writer: previous nov- 
els include Johnnu. Ah Inuigi- 
nun m Life. Harhmd's Half Acre 
and The Gn.ni llivhl, which won 


the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize and the Prix Fcmina 

Etranger. 

In the 1980s he bought a 
house in Tuscany, and now di- 
vides his time between Sydney 
and Italy. In 1988 he won Aus- 
tralia’s premier literary award, 
the Pascal Prize. He was short- 
listed for the Booker Prize in 
1 993 for Remembering Babylon. 

The novel is the story of 
Gemmy Fairley, who, after 16 
years living with Aborigines, is 
taken in as a frightened and 
barely human youngster by a 
family in a 19th century 
Queensland settlement of Scots 
emigrants. Combining myth 
and "a poetic narrative style, it 
explores the experience of two 
alien cultures forced to share 
the same land. 

The Impnc award is open to 
novels published in English be- 
tween 1992 and 1994, or those 
in English translation which 
were fust published in their orig- 
inal language from 1990. In all, 
125 books were nominated by 
IfXS municipal libraries in 108 
countries- 


The other shortlisted books 
were Ghosts by John Banville; 
A Way in the World by VS 
Naipaul; The Following Story by 

Cees Nooieboom; The Laws by 
Connie Palme n; The Gospel 
According to Jesus Christ by 
Jose Saramango; and Away by 
Jane UrquharL 

Malouf who was in Damas- 
cus yesterday, will receive his 
prize at a dinner at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, on 15 June — the 
eve of the city’s annual cele- 
bration of James Joyce's Ulysses. 
His latest novel, Conversations 
at Carlow Creek, is published in 
September. 

■ Eric Lomax woo the £25,000 
NCR Book Award for non-fic- 
tion last nig ht for The Railway 
Man, his account of his experi- 
ences as a prisoner of war in 
Malaya during the Second 
World War. Lomax, 77. never 
recovered from the torture he 
endured at the hands of the 
Malayans. His book details his 
journey back to the scenes of his 
suffering and the redemptive 
quality of a meeting with one of 
his captors 40 years later. 



Write stuff: David Malouf, the Australian author and winner of the inaugural Impac award for Remembering Babylon Photograph. Jane Bo 
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Outsiders go to 
war with the 
cultural elite 


SHUMA RAHA 

A cultural divide split old from 
new in the art world yesterday 
as the Institute of Contempo- 
rary Arts in London lobbied vis- 
itors to the Degas exhibition at 
the National Gallery, exhorting 
them to “come and see living art 
at the ICA”. 

The institute employed sand- 
wich-board protesters to lobby 
the queues outside the Degas 
exhibition with the message: 
“You're Discovered”. 

Katie Sender, deputy direc- 
tor of the ICA, said last night: 
“We are very serious about 
this. We find it very hard to get 
sponsorship for contemporary 
arts because we can’t always tell 

the sponsors what is gping to ap- 
pear on the walls, and because 
what we do is controversial. 

“The National Gallery and 
the Thte have the weight of the 
establishment behind them. 
They can command the estab- 
lishment to come through their 
doors. 

“As far as our public funding 
goes we get £750,000 a year and 
the South Bank CenLre gets 
£12m a year.” Ms Sender added 
that one reason for this was “a 
lack of understanding of the 
work we do”. 

The ICA did not seek per- 
mission from the National 
Gallery to send people on to 
Lheir premises to woo visitors 
away, but a National Gallery 
spokeswoman said: “We 

wouldn’t have any comment 
on what they do in a public 
space. 

“As long as none of our cus- 
tomers complain they are being 


DAVID LISTER 

One of the world's leading 
record companies is to release 
an album of music intended lo 
wean British youngsters off 
drugs. The head of MCA 
Records in London, Nick 
Phillips, says he now sees it as 
a duty of the music industry to 
fight the drug problem. 

It signals a dramatic change 
of attitude not just in the in- 
dustry but also in the record 
company MCA, whose roster of 
artists indudes acts with notably 
extravagant lifestyles - Guns N 
Roses, Nirvana, Aerosmith and 
Courtney Love. 

The album, Le Voyage, by the 
contemporary Italian compos- 
er Gigi D’Agostino consists of 
melodic tunes which contain 
slower drum beats than rave or 
techno music. The theory - ac- 
tually promulgated by the Ital- 
ian government as well as 
musicians - is that this means 
no drugs are required for club- 
bers to keep pace with the beat 
of the music. 

Italian health minister Elio 
Guzzandi said it was “helping 
to stop the slaughter after clul> 
bing, of young women and men 


harassed it would be inappro- 
priate for us to comment.” 

An altogether different cul- 
tural divide, between East and 
West, wUl be bridged today as 
the Festival of India’s South, a 
celebration of the culture of 
southern India, starts with a 
four-day street extravaganza in 
Covent Garden. The festival, to 
be held at various venues in 
London until the end of June, 
showcases the region’s music, 
dance, drama, films, food and 
paintings and includes perfor- 
mances by some of its best- 
known artistes. 

Asians in general and Indians 
in particular welcome the fes- 
tival as an opportunity to put 
ethnic art on the map. But 
there were claims that British 
Asians found such cultural 
events in this country too eth- 
nocentric. However, “most 
Asians would respond much 
more to what’s on offer in a fes- 
tival like this one rather than to 
British art,” according to Ji- 
terider Verma, artistic director 
of Tara Arts, Britain's leading 
Asian touring theatre company. 

“There are a number of 
Asian arts activities throughout 
the country," he said. “But the 
general perception is that they 
are of minority interest. So 
leaving aside the Salman Rush- 
dies and the Hanif Kureshis. the 
mainstream tends to ignore 
them.” 

Sum an Bhuchar, an Indian 
journalist and television pro- 
ducer, said: “Though there ore 
a fair amount of performances 
here ... Asian art does not get 
the kind of promotion ... and 
serious analysis it deserves." 


Musicians rock 
against rave drug 


‘murdered’ after taking ecstasy. 
After mixing alcohol and drugs 
the youth feel great - they get 
in their cars and drive at high 
speeds not fully conscious. Fif- 
teen young people died at the 
weekend, a new slaughter after 
clubbing.” 

_ Peter Pritchard, head of Me- 
dia records UK, the dance mu- 
sic specialist subsidiary of MCA. 
who persuaded the parent com- 
pany to lake up the campaign, 
commented: “In Italy this 
Mediterranean progressive mu- 
sic represented the beginning of 
a sea -change away from fast 
house music and the E [ecsta- 
sy] culture it represented, to a 
slower calmer torm of instru- 
mental house that has turned its 
back on drugs, and endeav- 
ours to find a natural high from 
the music.” 

Steve Wolfe, director of 
artisLs and repertoire at MCA 
said: “There has been high-pro- 
file moral panic about drug 
abuse, particularly ecstasy 
abuse, within teen-club cullur# 
in the UK. Mediterranean Pro- 
gressive attempts to move the 
focus back to the music. It's a 
‘less drags, more music' message 
which tan only be a good thing.” 
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‘Wei mar Triangle * takes shape for power | West will 

keep force 


France, Germany 
and Poland are 
’ . forming a new axis 
in Europe, writes 

Sarah Helm 

Brussels — Has anybody heard 
; of the Weimar Triangle? "Is it 
-■ something like the BennudaUi- 
r angle?'’ asked one British dipfo- 
: mat ”1 know. It’s an ancient 
musical instrument written into 
the score of Beethoven's fifth," 
leased another. 

In King Chiles Street they 
: maysroff Butwhflc theydo, the 
Weimar Triangle, Europe's 
. - newest power bloc, is beefing up 
itself -and, once again, Britain 
is being left ouL 

In the town of Weimar in 
1991 the foreign ministers of 
Germany, France and Poland 
gathered to inaugurate a new 
alliance. Their meeting went al- 
most unnoticed by the rest of 
Europe, but the foreign minis- 
ters of the three have continued 
to meet annually to devise “a 
common security concept". 

This autumn they are to hold 
a summit in Poland, mee ting , for 
the first time, at the level of 
beads of government. On the 
agenda will be security issues in- 
cluding joint military manoeu- 
vres and combating organised 
crime. 

Leading figures in Poland see 
the alliance as a potential new 
hard-core for an enlarged Eu- 
rope, and are keen to promote 
the influence of the triangle as 
' a means of revitalising Euro- 
. pean integration. The idea of 
the triangle - or “axis” as it 
would more correctly be termed 
- was dreamt up originally by 
Hans Dietrich Genscher, the 
former German foreign minis- 
ter. The intention, it seems, was 
to build on the model of Fran- 
co-German axis, which had de- 
veloped as a model of post-war 
reconciliation. 

For Germany, the symbolism 
was dear, in the wake of the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and 
German reunification, it sud- 
denly made sense to strength- 
en ties with Poland. Germany 
sees clear benefits in exercising 
influence over Poland which it 
wants to be among the first to 
join Nato, becoming a buffer on 
its eastern border. German in- 
vestments in Poland are today 
worth $S85m, and 5,000 Ger- 
man companies arc operating 
there. France, not wishing to 
cede influence to Germany in 
eastern Europe, has been con- 
’ lent to go along with the 
Weimar Triangle plan. 



in Bosnia 
next year 


Power play: Buskers bring a international flavour to Warsaw as Polish leaders looks to gain a foothold in Europe 


For Poland the advantages 
were clear, new ties with Eu- 
rope's driving duo meant a big 
step in from the European pe- 
riphery towards a taste of pow- 
er at the centre. It also meant 
a chance to lobby for early 
membership of Nato and the 
European Union. 

Al a meeting of the Weimar 
THangJe in France in J992 
Poland won agreement from 
Germany and France that it 
should have special association 
status at the Western European 
Union, the European arm of 
Nato. Some figures in Poland 
today voice grandiose ideas 
about creating an entire new 
balance of power in Europe, 
through which the Weimar Tri- 
angle can re-fuel the motor of 
European integration. “We are 
not talking about a new archi- 
tecture for Europe. But the Idea 
is to reinforce a bigger Europe . 
by bringing these three big 


powers together as a new col- 
umn,” said Piotr Mowina-Kop- 
ka, a leading figure in file 
right-wing opposition. 

The name given to the al- 
liance has unfortunate histori- 
cal connotations, inevitably 
recalling, in most European 
minds, the Weimar Repubbc be- 
tween the wars. According to 
Kizyztof Skubiszewski, the first 
Polish foreign minister in the 
Solidarity government, who at- 
tended the founding meeting, 
the choice of Weimar for the 
first conference was meant to be 
a positive symbol. 

Mr Genscher chose Weimar 
for the inaugural meeting be- 
cause it was situated in former 
East Germany. “1 remember the 
first meeting well. We ate and 
talked for two days. I don’t re- 
member any mention of the fact 
that this was where the Weimar 
constitution was adopted, which 
because of its exceptional pro- 


visions provided a basis for 
Hitler’s rise to power,” said Mr 
SkubiszewsJd. an international 
lawyer and fellow of All Soul's 
College, Oxford. “Fiance, Ger- 
many and Poland have repeat- 
edly been the area for 

lfor < ?^ancfthe Weimar Trian- 
gle meant new security through 
a link to the West” 

Those left out of this partic- 
ular “hard core" will be none 
too pleased if the axis shows sign 
of growing in influence. Other 
central and east European 
countries are jealous that 
Riland has been favoured. 
Countries such as Spain and 
Italy are certain to be affront- 
ed should the Poles assert that 
they have more of claim to sit 
at the heart of Europe than 
they. “It is all verbiage,” smd one 
Brussels commentator. “The 
only hard core in Europe that 
matters win be those inside the 


single currency.” 

“Typical Polish dreaming,” 
said a Portuguese diplomat. 
“Why do they think Europe can 
protect them anyway. Look at 
our record. They would be bet- 
ter looking to the United 
States.” 

The British, meanwhile, 
watch on, bemused. The French 
they suspect of having ulterior 
motives. “France must have 
some other fish to fry,” said one 
diplomat. As for the Poles: 
“They do talk about power in 
a way that suggests they think 
they are gping to use iL But 
when you ask what economic re- 
sources they have they become 
a big shifty" 

It is “impolite’’ to ask why the 
Poles should be so friendly with 
Germans, say the British, given 
that the Germans are the first 
to block Polish products at the 
borders. “Last year the Ger- 
mans even stopped the import 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


of Palish plastic gnomes because 
they were inferior to German 
plastic gnomes.” 

Nevertheless, there are signs 
of pique in London that Britain 
has not been invited to make the 
Weimar Triangle a square. Af- 
ter all, there are those - even in 
the government - wbo know that 
it makes sense to be inside 
new European alliances from 
the start, just in case they lead 
somewhere. Germany’s east- 
ward ambitions are being par- 
ticularly carefully observed. 

“The Poles need to be care- 
ful about who they upset,” said 
a British official. “It is not just 
the French and the Germans 
who are helping them. The 
British have done a lot for the 
Poles this century. If you ask 
anybody who are the most im- 
portant European actors in 
Nato and the defence field they 
would say, France and Britain 
or Britain and France.” 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 
Defence Correspondent 

A significant peace-keeping 
force is expected to remain 
in Bosnia after the withdrawal 
of the peace-implementation 
force, (I-For) according to 
senior Defence sources. 

The size and composition of 
the “post 1-For" force is as un- 
certain as its function, but it is 
expected to include US. British 
and French troops. Thai may 
mean a continued Nato pres- 
ence. Expectations of a post- 
1-For force have been played 
down until now. But it appears 
that without a continued 
Western presence everything 
achieved so far will collapse, and 
that Britain and the US will stay 
in Bosnia in some form. 

Until now, the US had 
insisted its troops would leave 
Bosnia after the year-long I-For 
mission. Britain was committed 
to sticking with the Americans 
under the “one-out -all-out" 
policy. The US recently said it 
would delay withdrawal and 
new appears lo have accepted 
the need for a residual force. 

Although 1-For's mission 
has gone well, the sources said 
they were worried there was no 
sign of reconciliation between 
the former warring parties. 
After almost four years of war, 
that is not surprising, but they 
said it made a continued mili- 
tary presence advisable. 

When 1 -For arrived in Bosnia 
in December, it planned lo 
stay for no more than a year. 
That would have meant the 
60,000-strong force would start 
withdrawing in September, a 
bad time, as it would coincide 
with Bosnia's elections, it is now 
accepted the withdrawal w® not 
begin until December. 

Sources yesterday would not 
speculate on the size of the fol- 
low-on force, although troops in 
Bosnia believe a force of about 
20,000 - one-third of the 


present force - could hold the 
“Zone of Separation” between 
Serbs and the Muslim-Croat 
federation. 

The presence of foreign 
troops in Bosnia could become 
an election issue. Hard-liners, 
particularly in the Bosnian Serb 
zone, could use the foreign 
presence as a vote-winner. 

The nexl milestone in Bosnia 
is the review conference in 
Florence on 13-14 June, which 
will report that I- Fur’s mission 
has been remarkably successful. 
In July the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope (OSCE) has to certify that 
conditions are satisfactory for 
the elections. These have to take 
place by 14 September and will 
he supervised by the OSCE with 
security provided by I-For. 

Mamie nance of ihc peace in 
Bosnia is seen as dependent on 
reconstruction. Now that the 
demanding tasks of securing the 
4km-wide “Zone of Separa- 
tion” is complete, 1-For troops 
are devoting much of their 
effort to reconstruction. 

The sources ruled out any 
early action lo arrest the 
indicted war criminals, Radovan 
Karadzic and Rulko Mladic, 
saying that the consequences if 
it went wrong, or even it it went 
right, might be to upset the frag- 
ile peace. However, diplomat- 
ic sources yesterday said there 
were “definite signs" thal Dr 
Karadzic might give up the 
leadership in the nexl day or so. 

The Nato Secretary Gener- 
al, Javier Sulana, said the re- 
deployment of I-For troops 
would make it more difficult for 
suspected war criminals to 
move around. 

Under the Dayton peace 
accord, 1-For troops are to 
apprehend any suspected war 
criminals they come across, but 
are not required to seek them 
out. The Defence sources indi- 
cated that polity would not 
change. 
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Faith survives 


’s ravages 





Jewish diaspora: Years of repression have given way to revival, writes Helen Womack 


Moscow - On the bank of the 
Moscow River the world's 
largest Orthodox cathedral dy- 
namited by Stalin in 1931, has 
risen from the ashes, or rather 
the waters of a swimming pool 
he built on the site. Rebuilding 
at a phenomena] rate, the re- 
storers have gilded the cupolas, 
and services will soon be held 

again in the Cathedral of Christ 

the Saviour. 

In its shadow, on nearby BoL- 
shaya Bronnaya Street, a tittle 
peppermint-coloured building 
has also reverted to the use for 
which it was intended. The 
Chabad Lubavitch Synagogue 
may not be as impressive as the 
cathedral but, for Jews living in 
this predominantly Christian 
country, its restoration is no less 
of a miracle. 

Rabbi Moshe Hazan was 
murdered by the secret police 
on the steps of the synagogue 
in 1939. “They wanted him to 
say that Soviet culture was suf- 
ficient to satisfy the soul,’' says 
Rabbi Isaac Kogan, who now 
leads the community. 

“But he would not bow to 
them. They killed him. And the 
lagqgue was turned into a So- 
viet culture dub. Here in this 
building they used to plan the 
May Day demonstrations 
through Red Square.” 

In 1988, to mark the 1,000th 
anniversary of the coining of 
Christianity to Russia, Mikhail 
Gorbachev eased the restric- 
tions which the atheist Soviet 
state had placed on the activi- 
ties of all religious believers. 

The Lubavitch community 
appealed for the return of their 
synagogue in 1990 and got it 
back in 1991, since when they 
have been restoring it. 

Rabbi Kogan takes me on to 
the women's balcony, from 
where I can see the men gath- 
ering below to celebrate the 
Sabbath. "The Soviets used this 
as a theatre,” he says, pointing 
to the temple, beautifully re- 
stored with dark wood and 
stained glass. “And now I must 
go down and you must stop tak- 
ing notes.” 

For the Sun had set on Fri- 
day evening. The Sabbath had 
begun and work must cease, ] 
stand observing the chanting of 
the prayers. 



Leap of faith: Inside a Moscow synagogue. Jews are freer now but are still wary of Russian nationalism 
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Chabad Lubavitch is a Ha- 
sidic sect, whose members ob- 
serve strict kosher rules and still 
arrange marriages. The men are 
distinctive in their black hats 
and long beards and married 
women wear wigs as a sign of 
modesty. They believe their 
last Grand Rabbi, Menachem 
Schneersou, who died in Brook- 
lyn in 1994, is the Messiah. 

Of the world's 14 million 
Jews, they are a small minori- 
ty. But in the former Soviet 
Union the sect is playing a role 
out of proportion to its size. 
Liberal Jews in the West were 
active in trying to help re- 
fuseniks reach Israel in the 
Communist era. But it is the 
charismatic Lubavitch, regard- 
ed wilh a degree of suspicion by 
secular Jews, who are trying to 
rebuild religious life for die per- 
haps 1.5 million Jews left in the 
old empire after the waves of 
emigration. 

Much of their funding comes 


from Levi Levayov, a diamond 
merchant originally from the 
Centra] Asian republic of 
Uzbekistan. They have pene- 
trated to such an extent that in 
20 cities of the former Soviet 
Union the Lubavitch rabbi is the 
only Jewish presence. Alto- 
gether, 40 Lubavitch and 40 Or- 
thodox rabbis work here. There 
are no permanent representa- 
tives of other sects. 

The Orthodox synagogue in 
Moscow operated in Soviet 
times when the Chabad Lubav- 
itch one was still closed. Just as 
Christians made greater or 
smaller compromises with the 
Communist state, which al- 
lowed believers to worship but 
not spread religion through ed- 
ucation or works of charity, so 
the Jews either found a modus 
vivendi with the authorities or 
became dissidents. 

“Judaism is very flexible but 
we could never accept the ban 
on teaching our children He- 


brew,” says Rabbi Kogan, who 
chose the dissident path. JFbr- 
merly an engineer in the atom- 
ic-submarine yards of what was 
Leningrad, he was denied exit 
to Israel for 14 years on grounds 
he knew state secrets. He be- 
came an underground commu- 
nity leader, following in the 
footsteps of his grandfather, 
who in the 1950s died of a heart 
attack in the custody of the 
NKVD which had arrested him 
for baking matzo. Only in 1986 
did Rabbi Kogan reach Israel. 

A small number of Jewish 
dmigrds have returned to Rus- 
sia, dissatisfied with life in Is- 
rael. Rabbi Kogan came back 
for different reasons. “Israel is 
my dream, today more than ever 
before," he sa^. “It is a real holy 
land.” But Lubavitch elders 
had other ideas for his career. 
First they asked him to return 
to work with child victims of the 
Chernobyl nuclear accident 
Then be took over at the syna- 


gogue, which runs a school and 
engages in charity. The rabbi 
shows me lists of Moscow pen- 
sioners, not exclusively Jews, 
who receive food parcels from 
the synagogue. 

The rabbi is clearly loved by 
his congregation. “He’s so kind. 
I'm worn Si stiff about my sis- 
ter, who lives on the borderwhh 
Lebanon, and he’s promised to 
take a letter to her when he trav- 
els to Israel,” says Yevgenia 
Gutson, an elderly woman who 
has only recently begun prac- 
tising her religion. 

“I was afraid to be an active 
Jew under Communism,” she 
explains. “I could have lost my 
teaching job [in a state prima- 
ry school]. Of course, I never 
learnt Hebrew. I have to rely on 
the Russian translations.” That 
fear of the state has gone. Says 
Rabbi Kogan; “I define anti- 
Semitism as forbidding a Jew to 
express himself in a Jewish 
mty. I do not see that here any 


more. After decades of spiritu- 
al hunger, there is real religious 
freedom in Russia. Of course, 
some Jews are still unhappy but 
if they are leaving now, it is for 
economic reasons.” 

He admits, however, there 
have bosu attacks on the syna- 
gogue, including a fire bomb in 
1993 which burnt his bedroom, 
by “nationalist hooligans who 
are dearty a minority of the pop- 
ulation. Freedom is a two-sided 
coin. If we have freedom, then 
the hooligans have it too”. 

Extreme Russian nationalists 
identity strongly with the Or- 
thodox Church, even if the hi- 
erarchy distances itself from 
them. The rebuilding of Christ 
the Saviour Cathedral has been 
controversial, with many Mus- 
covites saying the money would 
have been better spent on so- 
cial welfare. Some liberals fear 
the opening of the cathedral 
could encourage dark, chau- 
vinist elements of society. 


Arab-Israelis 
hold key to 
Labour power 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Umm at Fahm. Israel 

In a house between two 
mosques in the Arab lull town 
of Umm al-Fahm in northern Is- 
rael, Jamal, a nurse, is frying to 
decide how to vote next week. 
His decision is of acute interest 
to the Israeli government which 
needs the support of the Israeli- 
Arabs if it is to stay in power. 

Jamal says that m Umm al- 
Fahm, a town of 30,000 people, 
there is “still a tot of anger about 
the Israeli attack on Lebanon. 
Many people will stay at home.” 
On the other hand “if people do 
not go to vote then they will au- 



Honoured: Arafat receiving a 
degree In Greece yesterday 

lomaticaUy be helping Bibi Ne- 
tanyahu [the right wing Likud 
candidate]” 

He thought he would vole for 
Shimon Peres, the Prime Min- 
ister, but he was not sure. Events 
in Lebanon were important but 
“what we want is equality with 
the Jewish population”. Most of 
the Arabs in Umm al-Fahm 
are labourers working in Tel Aviv 
and Jamal wanted a decent bus 
system, better schools and in- 
dustry dose to the town. 

These are the perennial com- 
plaints of the 850,000 Israeli- 
Arabs. but in the last week the 
government has been listening 
to them closely. For the first 
time the Israeli Prime Minister 
is being elected directly in polk 
later this month and this has un- 
xpcctedly strengthened the 
leverage of Israeli- Arab voters, 
whose representatives in the 
Knesset (parliament) were 


shunned and marginalised by Is- 
raeli Jewish parties. 

At first the ruling Labour par- 
ty took Israeli- Arabs for grant- 
ed in the election campaign. The 
Labour parly programme was 
not even printed in Arabic, 
though Arabs are 12 per cent of 
the electorate. Marwan Darwish, 
a Palestinian political scientist, 
says this changed after Lebanon. 
Hie says; “The Labour party was 
in an absolute panic. Their ac- 
tivists went from Galilee to the 
Negev, giving promises of 
money for development." 

If is a good moment to be a 
wild card in Israeli politics. 
Suddenly Israeli- Arabs, Russian 
immigra nts and ultra -orthodox 
Jews are being wooed as never 
before. Mr Peres himself was in 
Umm ai-Fhhm last night, frying 
to win last minute votes by 
pledging to remedy grievances. 
The polls give him a five per 
cent lead over Mr Netanyahu 
but an internal Labour par 
study has reportedly concluded 
they are dead even. 

Israeli-Arabs are in an am- 
biguous position. Sympathi 
ing with the national demands 
of Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza it is their own 
interest to insist on equality of 
political, cml and economic 
rights with Jewish Israels. Even 
Sheikh Nimer Abdullah Dar- 
wish, the leader of the Islamic 
movement, recognised this year 
that it is unrealistic to stay out- 
side the Israeli political system. 

Tbe prime motive of the Is- 
lamists to enter the election was 
to avoid an Israeli crackdown in 
the wake of the suicide bomb- 
ings. The deputy mayor of 
Umm al- Fahm is still under ar- 
rest, accused of running a char- 
ity which helped the families of 
Hamas members. At the same 
time Islamists are distancing 
themselves further from Yass- 
er Arafat, whose Israeli-Arab 
adviser. Ahmed Tibi, was forced 
to withdraw from the election 
last week for lack of support. 

Nobody expected that direct 
election for the prime minister 
would benefit the Israeli-Arabs, 
butitk In future tbqrwfll be too 
important a building block of any 
Labour bid for tbe prime min- 
ister's office to be disregarded. 
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Germans face new wave 
of strike disruption 
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Bonn 


Like punch-drunk boxers after 
a long fight, union bosses and 
representatives of the German 


government squared up yes- 
terday for the fourth and deci- 
sive round of a confrontation 
that has wrought havoc in the 
last three days! 

In Stuttgart, where leaders of 
public employees’ trade unions 
sat down with government 
officials for what promised to he 
a long night of beer and 
Bratwurst . 3,000 noisy activists 
provided the guard of honour. 
“Hands off sick pay," their 
most militant banners implored, 
shunning the union's forlorn de- 
mand for a 4 J5 per cent pay rise. 

Whether the workers will 
settle for the nought per cent for 
the next two years offered by the 
government will depend on 
their ability to badger the au- 
thorities into submission, with 
the biggest wave of public-sec- 
tor strikes in four years. 

On yesterday's evidence they 
have a long way to go. Rubbish 
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Striking a pose: A Hamburg harbour employee, with a poster reading ‘Token strike today/ blocks a tunnel leading into the port Photograph. AP 


rolled in front of houses unaf- 
fected earlier in the week. More 
than 5 million fellers were left 
uncollected as postal workers 
struck in eight cities. In Ham- 
burg. refuse workers Mocked 
entrances to ihe city's port. 

But in Berlin, a five-hour 
strike on the city’s underground 
trains and buses failed to bring 
rush-hour traffic to n half. 
Commuters took to the one ser- 
vice running normally, the rick- 
ety but super-efficient S-Bahn, 
run by the national railway 
com pan v. and were nnlv slight- 
ly 

delayed. “1 was busier than 
usual, but not us busy as I had 
expected" complained a Berlin 
taxi driver. 

But the government is aware 
that these are only “warning 
strikes". The two sides are at 
an impasse, and only when 
talks break down irrevocably cun 
the unions mobilise all i heir 
members, as happened in 1 W2. 
when public employees stayed 
at home for 1 1 days. 

Uuion leaders, on the other 
hand, cannot be certain that 


they can deliver the same degree 
of militancy in today’s climate 
of recession. Some 2 W».tMl peo- 
ple have lust their jobs in the 
public sector in the past four 
years, and another ’titUHW w ill 
he receiving redundancy notices 
between nuw and l**)N. 

Herbert Mai. leader of the 
Public Serviecs and Transport 
Union. OTV. gave little .ivjv as 
he entered the room yesterday, 

bul his or g:iiiisal ion seemed to 
be back-pedalling. Tlie gov- 
ernment's .uisterity programme 
Is committed to no pay rise for 
public empli wees, so the union 
leaders h:w e banished alt num- 
bers from (heir \oc.ibulary. 

Mr Mai has shifted hi.- locus 
to other elements in the gov- 
ernment package: a /o- per- 
cent cut in sick p.iy and an 
extension of working hours. 

Currently, public employee- 
work a 3S.5-hour week tn the 
west, and 40 hours in eastern 
Germany. The search is on lor 
a fudge that costs the budget 
nothing, bul can be sold to Mr 
Mai’s members as a \ iclorv. If 
it is not ftiund. Germane is 
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Australians 


fight over 


Queen’s role 


in Olympics 


ROBERT MILL] KEG 

Sydney / 


Even before the Atlanta 
Olympic Games begin in July, 
Australians have begun to row 
over the Queen’s role when they 
host the Olympics in Sydney 
four years later. The question 
of whether the Queen should or 
should not open the 2000 
Olympics has reignited the 
country's republic debate after 
the election two months ago of 
the anti-republican John 
Howard as Prime Minister of 
ihe conservative coalition 
government. 

John Coates, president of 
the Australian Olympic Com- 
mittee, touched a republican 
nerve when he said that the 
Queen should open the Sydney 
Olympics, according to the 
Olympic Charter, which states 
thaL the bead of state of the host 
country should perform that 
role. “In my min d that’s the 
Queen, if available,” he said. 

Republican Australians, a 
comfortable majority of the 
voting public, according to opin- 
ion polls, have condemned such 
a proposal. They want Mr 
Howard to advise the Queen to 
forego her constitutional role 
and allow an Australian public 
figure, either the Governor- 
General or the Prime Minister, 
to do the job. 

They say if the Queen attends 
Australia would lose its digni- 
ty and be seen around the 
world as a British colony on the 
eve of the centenary of the 
country's federation in 2001. 

Peter Filzsimons. a leading 
sports commentator, wrote in 
the Sydnev Morning Herald-. 
“Stone the crows and tie our 
kangaroo down, sport! It’s just 


not on ... With due respect to 
Mr Coates, and indeed to Her 
Majesty, the thought of her 
opening our Olympics is simply 
un thinkab le, the most unheard 
of thing most of us have ever 
heard of." The same newspaper 
called for the Olympic rules to 
be “adjusted in response to a 
specific local difficulty” if there 
was no way around having the 
Queen open the Games. 

Rather than snuffing out 
republicanism, Mr Howard's 
election victory in March ap- 
pears to have lulled it into a 
temporary sleep. Mr Howard at 
first opposed the republican 
debate which Paul Keating, his 
Labor Party predecessor, 
inspired. But he has promised 
to hold a constitutional con- 
vention next year, followed by 
a popular referendum, if the 
convention reaches a consensus 
on change to a republic. 

The Duke of Edinburgh 
opened the last Olympics in 
Australia, in Melbourne in 
1956. The Queen opened those 
in Montreal in 1*76, the last 
tune they were held in a Com- 
monwealth country. It is likely 
that as the mill enni um ap- 
proaches, together with a drum- 
beating of Australian 
nationalism around the 2001. 
centenary, the Queen may have 
to contend with popular send- 
ment that she stay away. 

If anything, Mr Keating’s 
departure from politics has 
helped the rqpuhlxanism cause. 
Many of his opponents, who are 
sympathetic, to republicanism, 
opposed it under Mr Keating 

because of what they saw as his 
demagogic style. Mr Howard s 
convention next year may 
usher in change sooner than 
Labor could have managed. 


Strasbourg court 
to rule on names 


IAN PHILLIPS 

Paris 


What's in a name? An awful lot 

if you ask Frenchman Gerard 

Guillot, who is the first pe 1 *? 0 
to bring a case before the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human Rights 
to gain the right to give his 
daughter the Christian name of 

his choice. „ 

“It’s absurd and mtoleraoie, 
he said. “My daughter is 13and 

for the past 18 years, I have been 

fighting for her Christian name 
to be accepted" 

Ever since her 

on d daughter has officially bad 
three dots as a first name- The 

trouble started a f ^oure al- 
ter she was born on 7 Ag 
when he went to register her 

bhlhat the local 

chic Parisian suburb of Neuit 

unusually de- 


could be given to offspring 

were those which featured on 
the calendar of saints or those 


M. 6 ! novel by. the gjgj 


But 

met with a cafegonwl non 
from the civic authontfes- 
At that time French 

taled that the only namcswhich 


mewuu » — — — 

chodonosor would have not 
posed a problem, but as no 
Fleur de Marie has ever been 
canonised, or has participated 
in the Trojan \%r, the name was 

a definite no-no. The law 
changed in January 1993 and 
French parents can now call 
Iheir children what they like. 
However, the registrar still has 
the right to alert a public pros- 
ecutor if he feels the na me is 
contrary to the child's interest. 

“The registrar was just being 
narrow minded,” claims Mon- 
sieur Guillot: “In thousands of 
other places Fleur de Mane 
would have posed no prob- 
lem.” Thus in 1984 he refereed 
the affair to the French high 
court which refused to allow ihe 
use of “de" and suggested he 
simply called his daughter 

“Fleur-Marie”. : 

But iust as a rose byany oth- 
er name would not smell as 


nessioiviuuai*-— — — - — - - 

longer has any beauty, 
he said. 
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inline having to pay extra just to feel comfortable in your own car during summer Ridiculous. And that's exactly what we at Daewoo think, which is why 
w-M-e the only mainstream car company with air-conditioning as standard across all our models. That means that you can have cool, clean air instantly 
no matter how hot it gets outside. And when you combine that with the fact that it filters the air, keeps a constant temperature in your car and stops your 
windows from steaming up we think you’ll agree that all year round, it's a pretty cool feature. Daewoo's prices range from £8,795 tc oi2.995 ror the 
3 4 or 5 d00 r Nexia or Espero saloon. Interested? Weil, with our independent part exchange system, there's also never been a better time to have 


y 0 jr car VE : ue 4 For more information call us on 0800 666 222. or write to us at Daewoo Cars Limited. FREEPOST PO BOX 401. Kent BRu I 8R. 


AIR CONDITIONING AS STANDARD? THAT’LL RE THE 00 DAEWOO 






MAT 1996 


XU — 

international _ . 

Kashmiri voters set to ‘stay away in anger* ^ 


TIM MCGIRK 

Kokamag, Kashmir 


"The militants arc pointing a 
gun at our heads and idling us 
not to vole or foeyll kill us. The 
Indians arc pointing an even 
bigger gun at our heads and 
idling us to vote -or else. What 
do we do?” asked an anguished 
Kashmiri policeman in Kokar- 
OflQ, a village on the edge of the 
Himalayan forests. "1 guess we 
listen to the man with the big- 
ger gun.” 

This is democracy in India’s 
troubled state of Kashmir, 

where Muslim separatists have 
vowed to kill anyone who votes 
todav. and Indian security 
forces, all 400.000 of them, are 
using threats and harassment to 
drive Kashmiris to the polling 
booth for elections that nobody 
here wants. 

A village of pastures and 
m'lknv trees, Kokamag has per- 
haps 2,000 registered voters. 
Now, Kokamag has two soldiers 
for every voter. The Indian au- 
thorities insist it takes that 
much force to keep away the in- 
surgents, since Kokamag lies 
close to one of the forest routes 


used by the rebels and is a like- 
ly target for election sabotage. 

But the people of Kokamag 
and other villages in southern 
Kashmir said that the soldiers 
are there for another reason: to 
bully them into casting their 
votes. As one hospital orderly 
in Kokamag said: “Yesterday 
the soldiers came to our hous- 
es and took our identification 
cards. They will use these ID 
cards to ri^ the results at the 
polling stations.” 

An extra 100,000 soldiers 
and police have been sort to the 
Kashmir valley, according to 
Kashmir officials. Smothered by 
such firepower, the Muslim 
militants so far have been un- 
able to carry out their threats. 
Unable to strike in Kashmir, the 
insurgents may have fixed their 
sights instead on the Indian cap- 
ital, New Delhi An explosion, 
believed to have been from a car 
bomb, went off in a crowded 
marketplace on Monday, killing 
at [east 24 people. 

A Kashmir separatist group 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast, and audiorides suspect the 
same group may have planted 
a bomb on a tourist coach yes- 



So pa rati st bomb: Police sift through the wreckage of Tuesday’s blast in New Delhi In which 14 died Photogaph: Reuter 


terday that left Agra, site of the 
Ihj Mahal. Police said at least 
IS people died and another 30 
passengers were seriously in- 
jured when the coach exploded. 

For nearly seven years, Kash- 
mir has been tom apart by a 


Muslim separatist revolt. 
Throughout the uprising, the 
Himalayan state has remained 
under New Delius direct con- 
trol without elected represen- 
tatives. Past attempts to hold 
elections were always post- 


poned: the majority of Kash- 
miris are Mnslim and their sup- 
port for the various insurgent 
groups was too widespread. 

But with over 20,000 people 
left dead, and the militant 
groups split by treachery and 


different goals (some wanrto 
unite with Pakistan, others want 
independence), the Indian 
forces have nearly beaten the 
Kashmiris into It 

was deemed safe enough to hold 
elections, and Indian authorities 
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V\k need your help because one day you may nee 

Heart disease is the main cause of death in tfa 
and Royal Brompton is one of die leading heart hoi 
in the world. (Recently some of our operations were 
watched via satellite by 4,000 surgeons.) 

The heart, as you may know, acts as a 
pump. In feet, there are two pumps working side 
by side, one in each chamber (1 & 2). The left pump 
blood full of oxygen around the body. The right 
pump sends blood that has run out of oxygen 
back to the lungs for more. 

Anything that threatens this circulation is a 
matter of life and death. At Royal Brompton we hi 
saved thousands of lives. With your help we will sa 
thousands more if we can continue the research ai 
treatment that has led us, amongst other things, to 1 
the first hospital in the country to do a full heart ai 
lung transplant; the first NHS hospital to use lasers f 
otherwise untreatable angina; and the first in the wo: 
to mend a hole in a baby’s heart without the need 
open heart surgery. 

A hole in the heart (3), and the arterial duct (4 
now be closed by inserting a tiny 'umbrella’ into a 
vessel in the groin and then moving it up to the 
When it reaches the right position, a trigger releast 
umbrella which then closes the hole. 

In adults, the most common cause of heart failure is 
a blocked artery (5). Nowadays, major open heart surgery 
can often be avoided by guiding a balloon into the 
blocked artery - again through a blood vessel - inflating it 
and then putting in a tiny stainless steel pit-prop, called a 
stent, to keep the artery open. 

We can also attach cutting edges to balloons to 
widen arteries and veins that have narrowed. 

Although virtually all parts of the heart can now 
be enlarged or dosed by these methods, there are still 


iii 



some cases that need the skills of our dedicated 

team of surgeons. vdv$ 

Every year we care for thousands of patients, 


including 400 babies bom 


with heart defects. This year we hope to raise r at least 
£1'5 million through the Heart of Britain campaign, 
starting the first week of July. 

Look out for the Union Jack symbol and for 
supporting events throughout the summer. 

But please don't wait until then to help. July is over 
four million healthy , heartbeats away. So if- you can find it 
in your heart to make a donation, phone 0891 525107* 
or send it to The Heart of Britain Appeal, Royal 
Brompton Hospital, London SW3 6NP. 

1996 is our benefit year. But in years to 
come, it could be you or someone you love who 
t really gets the benefit. 


Heart of Britain" 


•Cafe iM3Spp^m(m«e cheap rate, per roJnrttot off otfcrr&WfJ, 


In support of Royal Brompton Hospital, the leading edge in heart research and treatment 


need a high turn-out to prove 
that once-wayward Kashmiris 
are now content with Indian 
rule. If polling today is fair, in- 
sist Kashmiris, nearly all voters 
will stay away in anger. 

The Indians do not care who 
the Kashmiri s vote for as lon£ 
as they vote. Nor are foe Indi- 
ans unduly concerned how foe 
52 candidates running for three 
pa rliam entary seats lure Out 
foe voters. Several candidates 
belong to Kashmir counter- 
insurgency groups, called “rene- 
gades'* here, which are 
supported by foe Indian army. 
The renegades’ idea of free and 
■fair campaigning is to bold up 
15 or so coa&esOT foe highway 
at gunpoint and force foe pas- 
sengers to attend their rallies. 

Despite such coercion, most 
K ashmiri s run foe. other way 
when a candidate comes by. 
Contesting politicians are fike- 
lyto arrive m a bullet-proof car 
accompanied by a motorcade of 
20 jeeps stuffed with troops. In 
GunderwaL, a village - by foe 
Sindh dyer where people pride 
themselves on their rose gar- 
dens, a student said: “When we 
beard that one of the renegades 


was staging a rally her^many 
people led into foe Adds. 

Tnc most notorious rene- 
gade. Kukka Parray, is not 
landing for election himself 
Throughout foe rise and fell of 
the Muslim militancy, Parray 
has undergone startling trans- 
formations. A folk-singer pop- 
ular at weddings, Phnray gnw up 
bis microphone for an AX-47 
and joined a pro-Pakistan in- 
surgent group. After a feud, he 
set up a counter-insurgency 
group, backed by foe Indians, 
and hunted down his former 
comrades. 

Parray has done much dam- 
age to foe Muslim insurgents. 
Not surprisingly, they want to 

kill him. Parray’s cieputy com- 
manderi Javedahah, is running 
as MPfor Srinagar, the Kash- 
mir capital, and may win. 

Indian authorities seem to 
forget that the uprising in 
Kashmir began in 1989 in 
protest against elections which 
New Delhi tried to rig. These 
polls, which most Kashmiris 
would boycott if they were giv- 
en the liberty to do so, will only 
quicken their resentment 
against India. 
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Win a £3000 holiday 


The Pineapple Beach Qub 
resort will te die stunning 4 
star hast to our winner on 
the beautiful island of 

Antigua. Our lucky winner 

and their guest will win a For men Into c - 
seven night stay including *» Topical Places til 
return flights from CatwicE Sw Ss JSfS $80® 
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China takes SL 1 Bulgaria prepares for royalty 

dim view of 
British exports 
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TERESA POOLE 

fteking 

Asked lo name some British* 
made products, Chen Dong* 
raing, a researcher at Lhe China 
Religious Research Institute, 
pondered for a while. “Scotch 
whisky and British Airways,” be 
suggested. “British products 
are not as popular as the Japan- 
ese or American stuff. But iJyou 

ask me about British poets and 
dramatists, I can name a lot,” 
he added. 

As the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, Michael Heseltine, left 
Peking for Shanghai yesterday, 
leading more than 270 British 
businessmen on the next stage 
of his trade mission, the con- 
sciousness of the ordinary Chi- 
nese shopper about British 
products and companies in Chi- 
na left some room for im- 
provement. All the Chinese 
r-QuJd name Will's, whose COr- 
iRftlos have been selling ■well for 
two years. But everyone thought 
the company was American. 

A barber shop owner named 
Rothmans cigarettes, whisky 
and Rolls Royce. He added' 
'‘On television, in the British 
films, I saw that the British chi- 
n a ware is quite beautiful. But 
there are not many British 
products in the Chinese market 
Maybe that is because British 
businessmen are not interested 
in the Chinese market, or they 
are not as competitive as the 
Japanese, American or French 
businessmen." 

Mr Heseltine, wrapping up 
the first hectic leg of his mission, 
would disagree. As he has re- 
peatedly stressed this week, 
Britain remains by far the 
biggest European direct in- 
vestor in China with cumulative 
investment totalling $2.2bn 
(£1.4bu) by the end of last 
year. Less impressive is the 
trade performance; in 1995, 
Britain's trade deficit with Chi- 
na widened as UK exports 
; slipped 2.4 per cent to £824m. 

The Chinese market pre- 
sented “incredible potential; far 
British businesses, and British 
companies were well-poised to . 
ttfctke a fair share of that business, 


Mr Heseltine said yesterday, de- 
scribing China as “an im- 
mensely sophisticated country 
in the development of its poli- 
cies'’. The only thing missing in 
the presentation was any thing 
that resembled a new big con- 
tract. The largest signing so far 
during the mission has been a 
$80m pesticides joint venture by 
Zeneca. 

Overall, however, Sino-British 
relations appeared this week to 
pass through a staging post 
“Diplomatic relations between 




Heseltine: ‘Focus has been 
on commercial matters' 

China and Britain have recovered 
from disputes over Hong King’s 
future," pronounced the official 
China Daffy. And the Chinese 
Prime Minster, Li Fag, who met 
Mr Heseltine on TUesday, said bi- 
lateral relations were expected to 
“take a big step forward", espe- 
cially busness relations. 

The question yesterday was, 
at what price? Mr Heseltine was 
on the defensive about why 
such a senior politician was 
leading a trade mission, and 
whether it would not be better 
for him to concentrate on pol- 
itics, given die seemingly in- 
tractable difficulties in 
safeguarding future political 
freedoms in Hong Kong. 

“The idea that you can stand 
back as a minister in a govern- 
ment and not support your 
companies would display a de- 
gree of naivete which would be 
absent in every other country in 
the world,” he said. “The dia- 
logue which takes place here 


about major contracts takes 
place with the gover nm ent of 
China, The whole machinery 
about approvals of decision- 
making is a political decisron- 
making process.” 

Nevertheless, subjects such as 
human rights and the dis- 
agreements over Hong Kong 
have so far been given a much 
lower bflling than b usin e ss , and 
the Deputy Prime Minister ad- 
mitted “the major focus has 
been on commercial matters'’. 

There was a time when any 
seniorfbreign government of- 
ficial visiting China would make 
a point of stressing how the 
question of h uman rights had 
been raised with Chinese lead- 
ers. Yesterday, Mr Heseltine did 
not even mention mwiig human 
rights issues with Mr Li, despite 
the violent crackdown on pho- 
tographs of the Dalai T ama in 
Tibet Asked earlier in the week 
if he would raise Tibet, he said: 
“1 have private conversations 
with the leaders of the Chinese 
government, and I wiD maintain 
that confidentiality” British of- 
ficials were not even allowed to 
confirm whether or not human 
rights had been raised in any 
form with Mr Li 

Mr Heseltine was simihify un- 
forthcoming on discussions 
about Hong Kong and China's 
plans to scrap the elected Leg- 
islative Council (Legco) the 
moment sovereignty reverts to 
China on 1 July next year. “We 
have to work to deal with that 
issue,” he said, asked about the 
unelected provisional Legco , 
which Fekmgwifl install instead. I 

There was little talk of 
specifics. “Both sides have 
agreed on the need to streng- 
then our co-operation over 
Hong Kong in the remaining 
year before the transfer of sov- 
ereignty to China,” he insisted. 

Mr Heseltine trill meet Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin in Zhnhai at 
the end of the week, and have 
a final stop in Hong Kong 
where 6 million people will be 
eager to hear if he has wrung 
any concessions one of the 
mainland government about 
their political future. 

England in Peking, page 32 
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TIRANA NIGHTS 


First Mozart is 
a tough act for 
Beggars’ opera 





A man in Sofia carries a portrait of King Simeon past a wall plastered with 
welcoming posters. Simeon arrives in the capital on Saturday after 50 years' exile; 
crowds am expected of people who only know him from photographs and TV images 


One thing about the Tirana 
Opera: as cultural experiences 
go, it is one of the world's 
great bargains. Tickets for three 
hours of live music and singing 
normally cost 50 lek, less than 
the price of this newspaper and 
a snip even by Albanian stan- 
dards: for the same money you 
could buy just two cups of cof- 
fee in a pavement cafe. 

Then again, it's not Cavern 
Garden. You won't find too 
many mentions of the Tcatri i 
Opere dhe BaJetit Trane in 
Kobb£’s guide. Fifty years of 
isolationism and Stalinist dic- 
tatorship did not keep Albania 
within the fold of mainstream 
operatic tradition, and until a 
few years ago you would prob- 
ably have found nothing but 
paeans to the Albanian prole- 
tariat, which only schoolchild- 
ren and students on compulsory 
trips would attend. 

These days lhe opera has bags 
of enthusiasm ana raw talent, 
but few resources. The state pro- 
vides only $250,000 (£160,000) 
a year, and artists hove to scrape 
by on salaries no higher than 
$90 a month; many have second 
jobs in Tirana's bars and restau- 
rants, and the most talented 
take up offers to work abroad. 

Operatic scores have to be 
begged, stolen or borrowed 
from travelling friends, and 
then photocopied for each 
member of the cast. Costumes 
are home-made and sets cob- 
bled together from bits of spare 
joinery picked up from Tirana's 
booming construction trade. 

The opera bouse is inside the 
Palace of Congress, a fine mon- 
ument to Socialist-Realist ar- 
chitecture on Tirana's main 
square. But in these consumer- 
istic times it has to share the 
space with a neon-lit poker sa- 
loon and a slot-machine parlour. 

Despite the adversities, the 
opera company has worked 
hard to expand its repertoire, 
starting with the only two for- 
eign works ever performed un- 
der the old system. La Traviaia 
and La Bohtme , and slowly 
adding further popular classics 
by Rossini, Verdi, Puccini and 
Bizet, always performed in the 
original language. 


Then, a few nights ago, the 
opera house staged a remark- 
able. if largely unnoticed event: 
the fust production of u Mozart 
opera on Albanian soil in- 
evitably. this was not a regular 
Don Giovanni. The scene in the 
cemetery when the statue or the 
murdered commcndatan: ac- 
cepts Don Giovannis's dinner 
invitation was played without 
the statue; instead, the audience 
was invited to use its imagina- 
tion as the singers put on fright- 
ened expressions and stared 
into the middle distance. 

At lhe end. the earth failed 
to swallow up the unrepentant 
Don Giovanni and consign him 
to hell. The Don merely lifted 
up a large while sheet which had 
previously served as his table- 
cloth at dinner (creating a large 
cloud of dust us he did so), 
twirled around with a ballerina 
and then keeled over and died. 

Musically, this was the most 
ambitious thing the Tirana 
Opera had ever done, and it 
would not have been possible 
without (he help of the Austri- 
an government, which provid- 
ed $80,000 in sponsorship, the 
director, conductor and a hand- 
ful of singers. The opera closed 
its doors for a whole month to 
prepare, and charged four times 
the usual price. 

The orchestra remained a bit 
thin, around 45 players com- 
pared to the 80 or 90 in a nor- 
ma] opera house, and there was 
no harpsichord for lhe contin- 
ues, just an out-of-tune grand 
piano. Neither Don Ottavio 
nor Donna Anna were quite up 
to their difficult virtuoso arias. 
The voice of Don Giovanni 
lacked the brooding quality 
which gives the opera its depth. 

Still, it was a spirited perfor- 
mance. with the popular local 
bass Artan Lika as Leporcllo 
and a fine array of traditional 
Albanian costumes in the coun- 
try dancing scenes. 

In his list of Don Giovanni’s 
female conquests, Leporello 
managed to dig up 231 Albani- 
ans that Mozart and his 
librettist, Lorenzo da Ponte, 
somehow overlooked. 

Andrew Gumbel 
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French troops set to defend democracy 
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Paris (Reuter) — France yes- 
terday ordered its troops in 
the Central African Republic to 
protea the elected government 
of President Ange-Fbfix Patasse 
against army mutineers, 

LG television, in a report 
telephoned from Bangui, said 
two French Mirage fighters 
armed with rockets had taken 
off from a nearby air base. 
Combat helicopters were also 
involved and at least one of 
them had opened fire. The of- 
ficial said about 100 special 
forces commandos were flown 
in from France. LCI said about 
100 heavily-armed French 
soldiers had left the Bangui 
airbase. 

The state radio, with the 
presidential palace and parlia- 
ment, was among the few strate- 
gic places in Bangui still under 
government control. 

They were defended by loy- 
alist troops and French sol- 
diers with tanks, local residents 
said. In a report from Bangui, 
France-Info radio said the 
rebels had claimed they would 
• toe in control of all of the city 
' 4>y the evening. 

“The mission is to m aintain 
the democratic state," Co- 
operation Minister Jacques 
God train said. “That means 
freedom of movement and free- 
dom of expression." 

He added that Pans had re- 
ceived strong support from 
neighbouring African states- 

“Tbe heads of state of neigh- 
bouring African countries have 
expressed strong solidarity with 
one of their colleagues [Presi- 
dent Patasse] who was democ- 
ratically elected, and strong 
support for what France is do- 
ing." 

The Minister added that 
French troops had been de- 
ployed to protea the state ra- 
dio station in Bangui To 
prevent it being taken by force 
bv the mutineers, nw- 

dav-old revolt spread after ne- 


gotiations with the President 
broke down. A Defence Min- 
istry official also said heavy 
shooting resumed around the 
radio station after the talks be- 
tween the government and 
rebels had failed. 

“We are intervening against 
this attack.” he said. 

A French military helicopter 


was also reported to have fired 
on army mutineers near the 
state radio station in Bangui and 
several rebels were killed. 

“I saw the French helicopter 
firing at the mutineers near the 
national radio.” a correspondent 
for BBC radio reported an 
Africa service programme, A 
politician with close contacts 


among rebels said nine muti- 
neers died in the dash. 

France would, he said, repa- 
triate all foreign nationals who 
wished to flee the country, 
prompted by looting and street 
violence. 

The second evacuation flight 
from Bangui was due to arrive 
in Paris early this morning. 
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Torture: Amnesty International says that the practice is more widespread than ever. It targets five regimes in its latest report 

A i • 1,1 == — ~~ D/\lino 


A glimpse 
of Hell 

in the cells 
of horror 


TONY BARBER 

For those who have i'aiih in hu- 
man progress, it makes grim 
reading to go through the new 
Amnesty International study, 
published yesterday, on the 
worldwide practice of torture. 
It concludes that, since it issued 
its first such reports in 1 973 and 
1 ‘JM. "most of the countries im- 
plicated in those books are still 
actively torturing their citizens: 
and a few more countries have 
been added to the list". 

The forms of torture in use 
across the world are cruel al- 
most beyond belief. A Burmese 
punishment known as "the he- 
iicopler” invokes suspending 
the victim by the wrists or an- 
kles from a rotating ceiling fan 
and inflicting blows as the vic- 
tim spins rouad. 

The “pig position” in Bolivia 
requires the handcuffed pris- 
oner to be bent over back- 
wards until his or her head is on 
the ground and pushed against 
a wall as the beatings rain 
down. 

Such is only a random sam- 
ple of methods and instruments 
employed by government se- 
curity agencies and police forces 
from Serbia lo Indonesia, from 
Iraq to Sri Lanka, from Haiti to 
Papua New Guinea. In ah. 
Amnestv estimates torture has 


reached “epidemic propor- 
tions'’ in more than 40 coun- 
tries. and says outbreaks have 
been reported in 60 others. 

In launching its latest cam- 
paign for the abolition of tor- 
ture. Am nesty is concentrating 
on five countries: China, Israel. 
Kenya, Mexico and Turkey, and 
on this page we summarise 
conditions in each state. 

It has chosen them not nec- 
essarily because they are the 
most flagrant abusers of human 
rights but because each is in a 
different continent or region, re- 
inforcing the perception that 
torture is a worldwide evil. 

It is worldwide in a techno- 
logical and commercial sense, 
too. Amnesty presents evidence 
that many Western companies, 
including some in Britain, have 
sought markets abroad for their 
shackles, thumbeufis, electric 
shock batons, stun guns and oth- 
er sophisticated products for 
abusing the human person. 

Worldwide, torture is not 
about to stop tomorrow. But 
better enforcement of the reg- 
ulations governing exports of 
equipment open to misuse 
would be a good start 

A Glimpse of Hell' is available 
at £12.99 from Amnesty Inter- 
national UK, 99-119 Rosebery 
Avenue, London EC1R4RE 



Hitting back: Women at last year's International conference in Peking protesting about China's human rights record 
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Violations common across the board 


Peking - Wang Jingbo, 33, died 
after being held at Chaqyang 
District Public Security Deten- 
tion Centre, central Peking, at 
the end of last year. 

The death certificate given his 
parents gave the cause as cere- 
bral bleeding but the autopsy 
showed he also had 12 broken 
ribs. His family were convinced 
he was beaten to death. In 
March the head of the deten- 
tion centre told Whng’s family 
he had died of pneumonia and 


of beatings by other prisoners. 

The death in custody was not 
unusual but the details were, un- 
usually made available when 
Wang’s parents provided in- 
formation to foreign journalists 
as part of their campaign for an 
independent investigation. 

In a country with an all-pow- 
erful security apparatus, and no 
independent judicial process, 
torture and ill-treatment of 
prisoners is widespread and, ac- 
cording to Amnesty, systemat- 




rarely 


ic. The torturers are 
called to account. 

No statistics are published on 
deaths in custody, and there are 
few reliable indications of the 
real scale of the problem. In Oc- 
tober 1993, the Henan Legal 
Daily said that in that province 
41 prisoners and “innocent sus- 
pects” had died as a result of 
torture during interrogation 
between 1990 and 1992, re- 
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ported Amnesty. Torture meth- 
ods that were mentioned by the 
official newspaper included vic- 
tims being tied up, scalded with 
boiling water, hit with, bottles, 
burned with cigarettes, lashed 
with belts, or having -electric 
prods placed on their genitals. 
Political prisoners who have 
been released from jail and 
subsequently left China have 
substantiated the reported ill- 
treatment, including years in 
solitary confinement. 


Violations take place across 
the board, from the arresting 
police station, to detention cen- 
tres and labour camps and jails. 
China ratified the UN Con- 
vention against Ibrture seven 
years ago, but, despite the cen- 
tral government’s attempts to 
stop such incidents, the public 
security and prison authorities 
still operate without any outside 
controls. 

Teresa Poole 


Police 
act with 
total 
impunity 


Nairobi - Torture of political 
prisoners and criminal suspects 
is routine in Kenya, Amnesty 
said, accusing the police of us- 
ing a variety of techniques to cx- 
rraci ‘‘confessions 7 ’. 

“Common methods include 
bea tines and whipping ... par- 
ticularly the feet. Detainees 
are often made to crouch while 
a stick is passed behind their 
knees and in front of (heir el- 
bows. Their wrists are then 
chained together and they are 
suspended upside down and 
beaten on the soles of their fceL 
Some political prisoners have 
had fi ngprnnils pulled out Rape 
by the security forces is wide- 
spread". The report details the 
case of the lawyer Raphael 
Wfeng’ondu Kariuki, accused 
of belonging to an illegal guer- 
rilla organisation. He was beat- 
en for four days until he signed 
a fictitious statement. He wa<£ 
eventually bailed after pleading 
not guilty to the charge in court. 

“Torture has become almost 
acceptable among the security 
services" said Maina Kiai. of the 
Kenya Human Rights Com- 
miss mn.“The police do not in- 
vestigate by using forensic 
means, they use pure, brutal 
strength to beat people. Not a 
single policeman h3S ever being 
charged and the government 
fails to take a firm stand against 
torture”. 

ling Kkuu who treats victims, 

says torture is used not only to 
secure confessions but to spread 
fear in the community. 

David Orr 
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Rape seen as a police perk 


Demetrio Hernandez, 34, a 
union activist, was bundled into 
a car in Mexico Gty by 10 
armed men in dvilian dothes on 
October 20, 1994. They turned 
out to be federal policemen, 
who accused him of being in an 
armed leftist group sympathet- 
ic to the Zapatista guerrillas in 
the state of Chiapas. 

Hooded, he was driven to an 
unknown destination. After re- 
fusing to confess, be was 
stripped naked, hung from the 
ceiling by his thumbs and prod- 
ded with sharp objects. Then 
came electric shocks, adminis- 
tered to the toes, shins, knees, 
testicles, penis, navel, backs of 

‘No light 
at end 
of tunnel’ 


Istanbul - Western diplomats 
believe the number of people be- 
ing tortured and “disappearing" 
in Thrkey has been decreasing 
and that af fai r s have improved 
since the early 1980s. 

But Akin BirdaL head of the 
Human Rights Association, re- 
fused to see light at tbe end of the 
tunneL “There is no sign things 
are jetting better. In fiat, they are 
getting worse. People in charge 
of atrocities are being rewarded 
by seats in parliament and even 
ministries," said Mr BirdaL who 
is also a left-wing politician. 

Earlier this year the govern- 
ment initiated action against 
branches of the Human Rights 
Foundation after they offered 
counselling to torture victims. 

Amnesty campaigns in the 
past depresed Turkey's trade and 
tourism. Letter-writing seems to 
have more impact on those do- 
ing the torturing, however, and 
diplomats defend the principle erf 
Gaining police forces. “They al- 
ready know how to torture,” 
said one. “The point is to teadi 
them forensic methods that will 
allow them to dispense with the 
need for a confession in the first 
place.” 


the hands, the tongue, gums and 
teeth, the elbows, forehead, 
earlobes, nostrils and neck. 

While his torturers threat- 
ened to kill his family, Mr Her- 
nandez had a bag put over his 
head; it was removed when he 
could barely breathe. Next, wa- 
ter with powdered chilli was 
forced up his nostrils, after 
which his head was held down 
a lavatory bowl. Mr Hernandez, 
who told Amnesty of his ordeal, 
was freed six months later with- 
out charges; his torturers were 
never brought to justice. 

Mexicans had no trouble be- 


lieving the story and few were 
shocked in a nation where, as 
yesterday's report stated, “tor- 
ture has reached epidemic pro- 
portions". The poor are the 
most common victims: Indi- 
ans, peasants and particularly 
women. The rape of women, 
who are legally helpless, has 
long been seen as something of 
a perk for the countiy’s gener- I 
ally uneducated policemen. 

President Ernesto Zedillo 
has pledged to end torture but 
Amnesty's last report on Mex- 
ico, last year, said the problem 
had worsened during his term. 

Phil Davison 


'They tortured me, 
invited me to tea’ 


Hugh Pope 


A Ihridsh torture victim, Ali Ek- 
ber Kaya, did not know he was 
about to feature in the latest 
campaign by Amnesty Inter- 
national, writes Hugh Pope. 

From eastern Thrkey; be said 
it was hkefy to be a mixed bless- 
ing. “Once tbe police said to me: 
Tf we knew yon had this many 
foreign friends, we'd have sim- 
ply got rid of you.* So Fm nat- 
urally a bit worried ... Bnt one 
thing is for sure. If it hadn’t 
been for Amnesty Internation- 
al ...I would not be living now." 

Mr Kaya lives in Ttanceti, 
which means “Bronze Hand”, 
a name bestowed on the town 
of Dershn by the Ihridsh au- 
thorities after a Kurdish up- 
rising was crushed there in 
1938. The town is still plagued 
with ethuie-relimous strife and 

killings. 

“Fm both Kurdish and an 
Aleri, so Fm .for the chop on 
both counts,'* Mr Kaya said. 
Alevis are heterodox Shia Mus- 
lims, often in conflict with the 
Smmi majority He was first ar- 
rested in 1994 and tortured on 
suspicion of belonging to the 
separatist Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party before being acquitted. He 
was rearrested in March 1995 
and tortured for a confession 
that he was in the Manrist- 
Leninist Communist Party. 

Amnesty said he was hosed 
down, had two ribs broken. 


was not allowed to sleep and 
was hung from tbe ceiling to be 
given electric shocks through 
his fingers and genitals. “The 
police think they are protecting 
their country, that they are 
protecting Islam. When the 
muezzin starts, they even -*op 
for prayers,” said Mr Kay. 
could still laugh at the al> . 
dity of some of his experience*. 

Tbe group of 17 suspects was 
brought to court, where aD but 
two were acquitted. A woman 
prosecutor had pity on them, 
shocked at their state bat the 
police rearrested him and im- 
prisoned him for two more 
months, although he was not 
harmed any more. 

But release from jail did not 
free him Grom his torturers, who 
visited him at work In the mu- 
nicipality once even asking 
him to rail for tea. Mr Kaya, 
who has since brought a case 
against the police, said be be- 
lieved their goal was to close tbe 
local branch of the Human 
Rights Association in the town. 

“They have succeeded. They 
have confiscated everything,” 
Mr Kaya said. “They even 
asked me what I though of the 
foct that they had tortured me. 
I said: ‘What would you think 
if I had done that to yon?' That 
kept them quiet for a while,” 




‘Moderate amount of pressure’ 


Jerusalem - At 2am on 22 
April last year Abd al-Samad 
Harizat, 30, a computer expert 
suspected of belonging to 
Hamas, the Mamie militant 
movement, was arrested in He- 
bron. He was under five feet tall 
but in good health. He was tak- 
en to Moscobiyyah prison, in 
Jerusalem. After hours of in- 
terrogation by the Israeli Shin 
Bet security service, he feB into 
a coma and died three days lat- 
er of a brain haemorrhage 


“There is no doubt whatso- 
ever about the cause of death." 
said a British pathologist cited 
by Amnesty. “He died from tor- 
ture.” Systematic torture by Is- 


7; 

rael of Palestinians has been 
criticised by human-rights or- 
ganisations for 25 years. Human 
Rights Watch/Middle East, 
based in New York, said: “Is- 
rael's ill-treatment of Pales- 
tinians under interrogation is 
distinguished not only by its con- 
veyor-bell quality bui also hy the 
huge number of people who ex- 
perience iL” After the start of 
the Palestinian intifada (upris- 
ing) in 1987 the Israeli Blkc- 

lein human-rights organisation 
estimated 5.000 Palestinians a 
year were being subjected to 
some types of torture and ill- 
treatment. Amnesty said hood- 


ing, beating, sleep deprivation 
and prolonged shackling in 
painful positions are common. 
The severity of interrogation in- 
creased after the start of suicide 
bombings by Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad in 1994. A lawyer said: 
“Before there was some beat- 
ing; now it is normal. Before the 
period of interrogation was 
shorter; now people are spend- 
ing 90 days in interrogation.” 
interrogators are legally al- 
lowed to apply “moderate pbyw 
ical pressure” bul human-right/ 
organisations say that in prac- 
tice this gives official permission 
for the torture of suspects. 

Patrick Cockbum 
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•How Ken could leave Gordon in the lurch 


H e is rapidly becoming the lone 
voice of sanity in the Conserva- 
tive Party. But his grip on that 
title is far from secure. Yesterday Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke attempted 
valiantly to counteract die bellicose tone 
of the Government’s statements on beef 
and Europe. 'However this great 
Europhiie has stSl compromised enough 
(o go along with the Government’ s offi- 
cial hostile line. Even he is not immune 
from the political pressure from the 
loonies on the party right 
Of equal concern and interest to the 
voters is whether Mr Clarke will display 
the same tendency to compromise in 
his day job: running the economy. He 
still makes all the right noises in all the 
right places. We hear him warn against 
tax cuts if the public finances will not 
bear them. Yesterday we discovered 
that he told the Governor of the Bank 
of England, Eddie George, that he was 
prepared to raise interest rates if the 
economy grew too fast later in the year. 

All very admirable. But the pressure 
from colleagues anxiously eyeing their 
majorities ebb away is for Mr Clarke 
to engineer a feel-good boom with lew 
interest rates and tax cuts in the run- 
up to the election. We can be pretty 
sure what a Conservative government 
would do if it cut taxes in the run-up 
to the election. It would blithely put 
them up again afterwards. That is what 
it did last time, a betrayal that Labour 
hasflbcploited to the full. Yet this time 


around Labour is almost certain to be 
the biggest loser from pre-election tax 
cuts. If tax cuts worked, the Tories 
would be back in power leaving Labour 
high and dry. If they did not work. 
Labour would be in power but with the 
unenviable task of clearing up the eco- 
nomic mess, in particular a ballooning 
public sector deficit, left behind by Mr 
Clarke. Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, should be watching 
Ken Clarke s with extreme trepidation 

To be fair to the troubled Chancell or, 
he has done pretty well in maintaining 
a steady recovery. His predecessors 
Lawson and Lam ont were each guilty of 
irresponsible opportunism with the pub- 
tic fi nances as they pushed the economy 
from boom to bust Kenneth Clarke has 
resisted the temptation to do either. 

He took a lucky punt on interest rates 
last summer, by cutting them the 

advice of the Bank’s Governor. His 
judgement that the economy was slow- 
ing down was proved right At the 
moment, as the Bank’s recent inflation 
report pointed Out, growth is threatened 
in the short term by recession in Europe 
cutting our exports. As a result, interest 
rates need to stay low. But in the longer 
term, as consumption grows, fuelled by 
tax cuts and payouts from building soci- 
eties turning into banks, inflationary 
pressures may build. 

Mr Cadre’s stated willingness to raise 
rates later in the year shows he is aware 
of the risk. The real test is yet to come: 
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does he have the stomach to put rates 
up just before an election? Wfe still do 
not know. But it is the temptation of tax 
cuts for Mr Clarke that should worry Mr 
Brown most Here, Mr Clarke has had 
rather less luck. He raised rams to sort 
out the pre-election mess created by Mr 
LamonL He resisted the clamour from 
his backbenchers for more dramatic tax 
cuts last November. But he should never 
have cut taxes at all. He has been disin- 
genuous about the scope for spending 
cuts without radical restructuring of the 
welfare state. And he has grossly mis- 
judged his tax income. Forecasts for this 
year's government borrowing require- 


ment are already running £8bn higher 
than his Budget projections. The short- 
fall, it seems, is structural not cyclical; a 
wise Chancellor would sort it out fast 
Sensible as Mr Qarke has often been 
in the past, it is probably too much to 
expect him to claw back tax cuts, or 
deliver genuine spending cuts. IBs record 
is one of basic sense tempered by opti- 
msnv with a few ludty beis thrown in for 
good measure. The chances are that be 
will again over-estimate his room to 
manoeuvre on the fiscal front, and cut 
taxes or indulge spending at least a lit- 
tle in the run-up to the election. We can 
only hope that he will resist the demand 


for further tax cuts from his colleagues. 
History 'Mil judge him better for it. 

Stilli even a little fiscal frivolity by Mr 
Qarke now could make life hard for 
Gordon Brown should Labour win the 
election. For a start, Mr Brown will 
want to start tackling those underlying 
economic problems that trouble him so 
much: low skills, laggin g investment 
and long-term unemployment. All of 
these will need cash. Meanwhile the 
clamour for extra spending on health, 
education and welfare from the rest of 
his party will not stay long subdued - 
as the recent controversy over the Job- 
seekers’ Allowance has revealed. At the 
same time, if Mr Brown wants to keep 
open the option of joining a European 
single currency early on, he will need 
a low borrowing requirement in order 
to meet the Maastricht criteria. 
(Although a high deficit inherited from 
the lories may provide Labour with the 
perfect excuse for avoiding a choice 
about joining a single currency.) 

A Labour government's fiscal freedom 
to manoeuvre will be extremely limited. 
So what should the party do? Unless they 
are prepared to debate higher taxation 
with the voters, they will have to debate 
spending priorities within the party. 
Although Tony Blair and Mr Brown 
claim that no spending commitments are 
to be made, the entire party needs to face 
up to the reality of the state of the pub- 
lic finances and avoid raising expecta- 
tions early on. If they are unhappy with 


Mr Brown's proposals to abolish child 
benefit for over- 16s. they should come 
up with spending cuts of their own. 

The two chancellors, one in waiting 
and the other in office, are in similar sit- 
uations. The}’ differ on important issues: 
Qarke favours deregulation while 
Broun favours investment in education 
to stimulate the supply side of the econ- 
omy. Yet they share considerable 
ground on economic policy, they are 
often out on a limb from colleagues and 
they are both singing tunes which their 
parties ignore at their peril. 

Still hanging on 
the telephone 

TXThich company is ihis? Ring, ring. 

VV Ring, ring. Silence. Mumble. Any 
of our utilities, according to a survey of 
how British Gas, the electricity and 
water companies answer their phones. 

Getting through is difficult, getting a 
prompt and convincing response even 
harder. Citizen's chartciy has failed. 
The monopolists have not made cus- 
tomers a priority. For years textbooks 
have said that public service begins at 
the front desk, or with our first call. 
More staff to handle calls are needed 
along with training in minimal polite- 
ness. Until the utilities improve the 
basics, they deserve a hammering from 
regulators and headline writers alike. 
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Beef crisis: 
a despicable 
political ploy 

Sir May a British resident abroad 
write to protest at the long-term 
damage to British interests being 
done by politicians in the beef 
eris s (“John Major docs a 
M. rgaret Thatcher", 22 May)? 

Se :n from here the crisis is wholly 
the fault of the British 
gov ernment, which is still giving 
the public sector borrowing 
requirement priority over public 
health. The game which some 
unscrupulous politicians are 
playing of trying to stir up racial 
hatred as a pfoy to retain their 
scats at the next election is 
despicable. .• , 

The repeated assertion that 
British beef is safe, in the current 
si:j|; of uncertainty about the 
origin and transmission of the 
disease CJD is quite unconvincing. 
Nothing is said about dissenting 
opinion. Great damage has 
already been done to the beef 
industry in Europe by the fear that 
contaminated beef may be in the 
food chain. Only a convincing 
eradication programme carried 
through by the British government 
with the help of their continental 
partners can eliminate rational 
consumer anxieties here. The 
suggestion of a conspiracy against 
Britain is at best paranoid, at 
worst grossly malicious. 

CHARLES H SOUTHWOOD 
Kanucn. Austria 


Sir The Government’s policy in the 
heef crisis seems to have been 
misconceived from the start. Have 
we forgotten that only two months 
ago we were told that tens of 
thousands of people were at risk of 
an incurable, fatal disease through 
consuming beef products previously 
declared "safe*' and that it would 
lake about a year before we would 
have any reliable indication of the 
extent of that risk? 

Should the worst case 
materialise, who could doubt that 
British beef would be shunned 
until the disease was eradicated? 
Should the outlook prove 
optimistic, pressures to ban it 
wiald disappear. The proper 
policy, therefore, is to accept a 
temporary ban, monitor the 
medical evidence, take sensible 
steps to accelerate the reduction 
of BSE without massive 
destruction of herds, provide help 
to tide the industry over this 
period, cease forcing beef down 
the throats of every visiting 
dignitary and stop railing against 
Europe "(which Is doing no less 
than Britain would do in the same 
circumstances) in the search for a 
quick fix to a misfortune we 
brought on ourselves. 

JOHN EEKELAAR 
Pembroke College 
Oxford 


: Why cannot the Government 
nit (hat Britain is a minor 
imf in Europe and the world, 
i becoming disgraced and the 
chine stock of other countries? 
while it may well be ludicrous 
i impossible to hope to return 
medieval farming methods, we 
•old realise that meal is not an 
cnlial food product, and 
rourage formers to grow foods 
t are healthy without the 
tgcrous use of chemicals, we 
fot then find, if we respect life 
lead of abusing it and thinking 
it purely as an industry, that our 
n H^s improve in quality and 
iratjjfubstance. 

INE BORN 
'combe. South Devon 



Sin If the Government succeeds, 
by petulance, in having the 
questionable ban on beef removed 
(“Major’s EU work-to-rule puts us 
all in peril”, 22 May), how then 
does it intend to generate the 
necessary orders to revitalise trade 
and secure the position of the • 
industry? 

All our future employment 
opportunities and our short-term 
economic security largely depend 
on the now threatened 
relationship between the UK. and 
Europe. 

I shall not readily forgive if my 
children's future is gambled 
against the re -ejection prospects 
of the Conservative Party via 
jingoistic x enoph obia. 

JAMES MACKIE 

Witney, 

Oxfordshire 


Sir: Is it not time that we in the 
UK humbly recognised what the 
rest of the European Union is 
trying to tell us - that a higher 
standard of performance in all 
that we do is required of us if wc 
are to remain members of the 
Union - and that this can only 
be achieved by a greater exercise 
of good manners and good 
sense? 

LEO HAYNES 
Northwpod, 

Middlesex 


tody tell me what 
y does with tallow 
tto battle for tallow, 
George”, 22 May)? 
re on the subject. 
i of the UK export 
contentious 


Don’t blame ills 
on antibiotics 

Sin lb blame the use of antibiotics 
for the increase in diseases 
hitherto regarded as conquered is 
incredible (“The waning of the 
antibiotic age", 21 May). Many of 
the diseases mentioned declined 
significantly as a result of 
increased living standards before 
antibiotics were available. 

In the former Soviet Union 
obtaining antibiotics was the main 
problem. Now they are obtainable 
U is at a price out of reach for 
ordinary people. Hie former 61ite 
never had to face this problem. 
Now they have become capitalists 
they still ignore iL 

For ordinary Russian men, life 
expectancy has declined from 70 
to 59 and for women from 75 to 73 
since the mid 1970s. In the Asian 
former Soviet republics the 
situation is worse. 

The main reason for this is 
poverty. Hie collapse of the health 
service has exacerbated the 
situation. Although never good it 
is now non-existent for many. The 
result has been cuts in 
immunisation programmes and 
prohibitive costs of treatment. 

The overuse of antibiotics does 
have to be tackled but to ate this 
at the major problem and ignore 
increasing world poverty is 
perverse and lets world leaders off 
the hook yet again. 

IAN SPENCER 

Research Assistant 
Welcome Unit for the 
History of Medicine 
University of Glasgow 


Sir While Glenda Cooper is right 
to warn about the return of the 
microbe (“The waning of the 
antibiotic age”, 21 May), her 
article fails to mention another 
trend - the decline of the medical 
microbiologist. 

Alexander Fleming is claimed 
by the Scots as one of their great 
men. What they probably don't 
know is that his academic 
successors are, unlike the 
microbes, approaching extinction. 

I am the only professor of 
bacteriology left in the Scottish 
medical schools after more than a 
decade of cuts and retrenchment. 
No wonder infectious diseases are 
fig hting back. They have never 
heard of research assessment 
scores or funding formulae. . 

Professor T H PENNINGTON 

Dcpartmait of Medical 
Microbiology 
University of Aberdeen 

Labour’s use of 
Excalibur system 

Sir. Your report, “Labour swaps 
private data with tycoon" (21 
May), contains a number of 
inaccuracies. 

I am writing therefore to make it 
dear that the Labour Patty has 
never agreed with Philip Jeffrey 
that any (fata currently sieved on 
the Excalibur system should be 
marketed or sold commercially, nor 
is it the party’s intention to reach 
such an agreement in the future. 

You claim that the computer is 
connected to the Internet. As this 
has never been checked with the 


Labour Party and is simply untrue. 
I am baffled that such an assertion 
could be made. 

The Excalibur software is 
available commercially. It is run 
on industry-standard computer 
hardware. Many other multi- 
national and large public bodies 
use, or are considering using, the 
software and Hardware concerned. 

I am sure the manufacturers are 
very grateful for the publidty your 
paper has given them. I am less 
confident that you are concerned 
accurately to reflect either the 
nature of the technology or the use 
to which the Labour Party puts iL 
DAVID HILL 
Chief Media Spokesperson 
The Labour Party 
London SEI7 

Free phone calls 
to the Internet 

Sir. Ian Quayle (letter, 21 May) is 
on the right lines when he revives 
Arthur C Clarke's proposal to 
abolish long-distance telephone 
charges as a way to celebrate the 
millennium. 

However, users of the Internet 
will know that long-distance 
charges are already optional, in 
effect The real need is for 
abolition of local call charges, as 
is already the case in Canada, 

New Zealand, most of the United 
States and numerous other 
places. 

A recent international survey has 
shown that, unsurprisingly, where 
local calls are free, take-up and use 
of the Internet is three times 
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greater than where they are not As 
the Internet is where the future 
lies, can we afford to subsidise 
British Telecom's excessive profits 
like this anv longer? 

JIM MANGLES 
Diss. 

Norfolk 

Sin Your editorial “Making an 
exhibition" (17 May) highlights 
the need for a clearly defined 
management structure for the 
Greenwich mfllennhun 
development 

In alluding to the Festival of 
Britain in 2951 you could have 
contrasted the current situation 
with the role played at that time by 
the London County CouncO. That 
authority was able to clear the 
South Bank, build an embankment 
wall, construct the Royal Festival 
Hall in time for the exhibition and 
make temporary improvements to 
the roads east and west of 
Westminster Bridge and to the 
south of Waterloo Bridge. 

In addition, the LCC was 
granted special facilities to 
develop “Lansbury” in London's 
East End as an exhibition of “live” 
architecture with provision for 
schools, open spaces, shops as well 
as dwelling bouses. 

Regrettably, all the experience 
that went into the Festival of 
Britain was destroyed when the 
LCCs successor body, the Greater 
London Council, was abolished in 
19S6. Had it still been in existence, 
that council would have been the 
ready-made and ideal instrument 
to assume overall responsibility for 
the capital’s contribution to the 
millennium celebration. 

BILL ROLFE 
Coterhom, 

Surrey 


The rot in 
Radio 3 

Sir. Fiona Moddocks is mistaken 
(“Requiem for a man with the 
wrong vowels", 21 May). It is not 
the "wrong vowels" of Gambaccini 
that have produced such violent 
reactions. K is his style (hat is 
wrong and the fundamental 
mistake was made by the person 
who appointed Mr Gambaccini 
without realising this. His 
“enthusiasm, knowledge, know 
how” and strong personality are 
not in question. 

As Ms Maddocks righLly points 
ouL the rot in Radio 3 goes far 
deeper and the drop in listeners 
show that the changes have failed. 

Radio 3 needs confidence and 
vision. Forget the obsession with 
“the new look" and let changes 
evolve as they always have done. 
Radio 3 has no need to feel 
threatened by the evangelical style 
of Qassic FM but rather welcome 
the many new listeners attracted 
to serious music, by offering lop 
quality programmes. 

The controversy shows just how 
much goodwill there is for this 
wonderful programme - the jewel 
in the BBC's crown. Perhaps its 
time for a little humility and 
realisation that the listeners are 
not always wrong. 

NICHOLAS J ZELLE 
London SW19 

Sir. Fiona Maddocks (21 May) has 
got it quite wrong about Radio 3. 
The issue is not one of Kensington 
vowels, the “right pronunciation” 
and all the other decayed and 
derelict class-ridden rubbish. 

The issue is one of putting 
across knowledge, information 
and insight about music. People 
who retail Patricia Hughes 
remember her not for her smart 
voice, but for the unique manner 
in which she found appropriate 
words and modulation for saying 
something valid about music. 

The tragedy of the present 
regime at Radio 3 is that it has lost 
the way of saying and speaking 
appropriate things about music. 
That is not easy ."and requires 
insight imagination as well as a 
great deal of humility before the 
music itself. In these days of 
personality-driven media stars, 
perhaps it is this last element 
which is most irrecoverably Inst. 
CHRISTOPHER J WALKER 
London W14 

Blake’s ‘Cymru’ 

Sin R Beynon (letter. 21 May) will 
be surprised to learn that a 
considerable body of Welsh souls 
are inspired to sing “Jerusalem" — 
and in Welsh as well. 

When Parry's setting of Blake’s 
words was adopted as the anthem 
of the Women's Institute, the 
founding branch in Wales not 
only had it translated into Welsh, 
but also - with remarkable 
politically correct foresight - 
substituted “Cymru" for 
“England”. 

G V BARTON 

Tonbridge. 

Kau 

Not gone yet 

Sir: It Is always a pleasure to be 
quoted accurately, as Julian 
Critchlcy did yesterday, when 
repeating my assertion that the 
Daily Mail was being “increa singl y 
nasty”. But could I repudiate ms 
suggestion that I am “late of the 
‘old’ Telegraph". 

JEREMY DEEDES 
Managing Director 
The Telegraph 
London EU 






;.7-y? v.,— ' 

S3? - - .-"'. &F .- 


Portrait of London: regulation, order and civic pride seem old-fashioned, but they matter Photograph: David Rose 



xit from the city of destruction 


By Jonathan Glancey 


T oday, those of us 
with money and a 
degree of health 
and security are 
offered an ever 
increasing choice, not only of 
things, but of ideas and ways of 
ordering our lives. The free 
market enables those who live 
in cities to satisfy our apparently 
insatiable and urgent demand 
lor whatever we want - a quar- 
ter-pounder with cheese. Lon- 
don buses the colour of a packet 
of Refreshers. 15 pounds' worth 
of unprotected sex. sushi and 
Thai noodles at four in the 
morning. the occasion to play 
the go«id Samaritan dropping 
the odd coin into the lap of the 
homeless on London s Hunger- 
lord Bridge, and the rich, and 
ultimately indigestible, recipe of 
fashionable bars, cafes and 
shops that those lucky enough 
to be in work can afford. 

Whatever we want, whenever 
we want it: that's the magic of 
the modern eity. In a free mar- 
ket everyone s’ choice is valid. 
There are no longer powerful 
trade unions or entrenched 
restrictive practices to hold 
kick entrepreneurs from the 
pursuil ot a quick buck. We can 


all buy shares and enjoy a bit of 
the profits ourselves. We arc 
freed from the nuisance of hav- 
ing to think about that elusive 
and Victorian concept: the pub- 
lic good. There are no rules to 
tell us what is good or bad. The 
freedom of choice we seek 
means, ultimately, that nothing 
Is better, just more expensive. 

This notion of infinite choice 
has been the underpinning of the 
cities that successive govern- 
ments have helped to build in 
Britain over the past 15 years; 
cities, but not necessarily com- 
munities. No city, of course, can 
be perfect. Christian, the hero of 
John Bunyan's Pilgrim s Pnjgrcss. 
sets out on a journey from the 
City of Destruction to find the 
Celestial City that stands behind 
closely guarded gales on Mount 
Zion. That city is the City of God 
and is reachable only after death. 
This, however, has never put off 
the living from trying to beautUy 
cities. To do so. fmm the earli- 
est recorded cities in what today 
we call Iraq onwards, a degree 
of planning and co-ordination 
was necessary. No beautiful city 
has ever come from the workings 
of the free market. A perfectly 
free-murkel city might be prof- 


itable. but never a thing of 
beauty. It is more likely -Tokyo, 
for example - to be exciting but 
physically chaotic. The dnram 
cities we go off to for weekend 
brea ks - Paris. Rome or Siena - 
to escape our cities of destruc- 
tion have all been highly- 
planned. or, at least, represent a 
likeable mixture of regulation 
and deregulation. 

Our cities have often failed 
to get ibis mix right. In dereg- 
ulating and privatLsingcivic ser- 
vices. spaces and utilities, and 
abolishing the Greater Lon- 
don Council, national govern- 
ment has offered Londoners a 
diversity of public services and 
utilities in exchange. Many are 
cheaper to run and offer lower 
fares and prices than before. 

Many London bus drivers, 
for example, take home about 
£150 a week. This means low 
costs. But is a low-wage urban 
economy a good thing in the 
long run'? Deregulated bus ser- 
vices may or may not offer a 
good service. Some do, some 
don't. What we do know is that 
drivers no longer receive the 
expert training they once did 
under London Transport. The 
vehicles are shoddy things that 


get the job done in a perfunc- 
tory way. They are no longer 
the classics of 20th-centurv 
design that once made their 
way into studies of exemplary 
urban design worldwide. 

Deregulation in other areas 
of the urban economy might 
aiso seem to be liberating. By 
freeing entrepreneurs from 
minimum wages and maximum 
hours, for example, the dereg- 
ulated city offers employment 
for more people than ever 
before working in our much 
celebrated new wave of caffe. 


imposed by architects and to 
shorten design time. Yet the 
resulting buildings - a plethora 
of secondhand designs im- 
ported from Chicago and New 
York, have not exactly 
enhanced the capital. 

Meanwhile, what were once 
public spaces have increasingly 
been privatised. Wc live in cities 
where malls and arcades are 
heavily policed and locked at 
night, in which the video camera 
plays an ever increasing role. 

Regulation, order, civic pride 
and other such concepts might 


If we continue to give in to the politics 
of selfishness, the modern city will 
disintegrate into ever-smaller splinters 


You've planned pour new business. 
Now write pour business plan. 



bars, restaurants, shops, and 
clubs. The city can stay open far 
longer than it did in the days of 
national and local government 
hegemony. By keeping wages 
low, we find jobs for those 
coming to this country to 
escape tyranny and poverty 
abroad. My local car wash was 
able to cut its price recently, 
from £8.95 to £5. when it 
replaced Yugoslavian cleaners 
with those recently arrived from 
the Gambia and Nigeria. 
Should I really be pleased that 
I have saved £3.95 on washing 
the car? Whether I should own 
a car and live in the city centre 
is another question: we are all 
a bag of contradictions. 

Deregulation and diversity 
promise choice, but cannot 
always deliver. Free from 
restrictive planning and design 
guidelines, developers and their 
architects worked up all sorts of 
fanciful facades and elevations. 
Competitive tendering, design 
and build contracts and archi- 
tectural competitions have all 
helped to cut the costs once 


seem old-fashioned. Yet the 
high-quality public services and 
utilities, beautifully designed 
were never designed solely to 
delight the eye of the aesthete , 
architect and connoisseur. They 
matter because they offer to 
every citizen regardless of class, 
creed colour, age or income 
the very best we can create and 
make work at any one time. 

Our model should be a well 
designed civic square, covered 
market or even a custom- 
designed rad London bus. On its 
two decks is all of London life, 
chattering, gossiping, chewing 
gum, glued to mobile phones. 
There is no need for a bus to be 
the colour of Jacob's coat to 
prove that it belongs to the 
world of the free. The red Lon- 
don bus, designed and devel- 
oped over 60 years, offered the 
highest standards of design and 
engineering as well as aesthetics 
for all Londoners and visitors to 
the capital ft did not discrimi- 
nate. Design is not some sort of 
aesthetic bolt-on goodie; it is a 
way of working for people, of 


ennobling those we design for. 
The buses were a pan of an inte- 
grated and famously well 
designed public transport net- 
work that, from 1933 to the 
1980s was co-ordinated and run 
by London Transport 

Thai we have agreed to aban- 
don this co-ordinated enterprise 
is sad, not least because its wil- 
ful destruction is a symbol of the 
way in which we have aban- 
doned the very notion of the 
cohesive city. The London 
Transport model as a way of 
making sense of the modern city 
may, however, appear to be too 
forced, too contrived and too 
Smiting. Of course there is a dan- 
ger that regulating a city may 
make it too chaste or too rigid. 
Civic enterprises such as London 
Transport, the London County 
Council and its successor, the 
GLC, were always in danger of 
becoming complacent, ~ self- 
regarding bureaucracies run by 
jobsworths and men and women 
trained to take no risks. 

And yet a city that orders its 
basic services and utilities, and 
has a long-term plan, even a 
very gentle one. for its streets 
and squares, its parks and river, 
is a city that is free to breathe 
freely. And without such a basic 
order surely a city lacks a spine 
and the basic components of a 
nervous system. JJ cannot hold 
together cannot work out when 
it is in ill-health. 

Disorder can, of course, pro- 
duce variety, excitement and its 
own hit-and-miss beauty. No 
dog is more handsome or loyal 
than the highly deregulated 
mongrel, while those of us who 
cannot abide supermarkets and 
the culture of couch-potato 
passivity they bring in their 
space-consuming, car-generat- 
ing wake, love the messy vital- 
ity of street markets. 

We support them not only 
because they offer wide choice 
and low prices, but because they 


are part of the civic drama we 
dream of when we think of sip- 
ping an espresso in an open air 
cafe in a piazza in Rome or 
Siena. Why not London or Man- 
chester, Liverpool or Glasgow? A 
well ordered city provides a beau- 
tiful and workable backdrop to 
the theatre of the streets. 

This civic drama is an active 
and not a passive play: dtics with 
a future, as history shows, are 
highly active transformers cre- 
ating music and poetry out of 
chanting and tribal dance, love 
out of sex, architecture from 
shelter, art from .craft and civic 
order from rude nature. In Lewis 
Mumford's words, "the transla- 
tion ofideas into common habits 
and customs, of personal choices 
and designs into urban structures 
is one of the prime functions of 
the city". A translation the oppo- 
site way causes the city to decline 
and fall. 

Order and some degree of 
regulation do not mean turning 
London or Manchester into a 
vision dredged from the note- 
books of Albert Speer. LCC 
housing estates from the turn of 
the century, designed by young 
socialist architects, still sur- 
prise with their gentle and 
civilised order. Here, were not 
just so many soulless “housing 
units" as we have learnt to call 
homes for the poor, but a cel- 
ebration of the ideals of John 
Ruskm, William Morris and 
the Arts & Crafts movement: 
formal, ordered, yet not with- 
out beauty, designed to be a 
decent home to the poorest 
Londoners, the cockneys of 
yesterday, the Bengalis of 
today, and a far cry from either 
Broadwater Farm or their free- 
raarket successors. 

Equally, the city with a strong 
backbone can support the most 
gorgeous festivities and build- 
ings as wild as Daniel Libe- 
skind's magnificently contro- 
versial design for a new 


extension to the Victoria & 
Albert Museum. Framed by 
black cahs. red buses and Giles 
Gilbcrt-Scott telephone boxes, 
Libeskind's building will have 
the power to thrill and yet be 
kept in its place. 

Can wc create this vision of 
the democratically ordered but 
vibrant and diverse city? If we 
want to, of course we can. First 
we have to want a civic society 
rather than an urban miasma of 
individuals. And. second, we 
have to overcome a wish to 
have as mueh as wc can of 
everything for as little as pos- 
sible financially. 

If. however, wc continue to 
give in to the politics of selfish- 
ness, the modem city will d: 
integrate into ever smaller splin- 
ters. none of them capable of 
nurturing or providing the big 
civic gestures, whether Frank 
Pick's London Transport or the 
floundering millennium exhibi- 
tion at Greenwich. These are 
the gestures that, like giant fire- 
work displays or music played 
live in public parks, lift cvetyday 
life above the mundane, 
encourage visitors and long- 
term business investment and 
which make us feel wc share 
something in common rather 
than scurrying around like con- 
fused rats in a decaying sewer. 

Perhaps, like stubborn chil- 
dren, wc have allowed our- 
selves to be caught in a self- 
made slew of political dogma 
and lust for money dressed up 
as rational economics: if so, wc 
will slay at the bottom of the hill 
in the City of Destruction with 
its Day-Glo buses, prostitutes' 
calling cards, teenagers sleeping 
rough, public spaces made pri- 
vate, and our only motivation, 
as passive customers rather than 
active citizens, a cheaper ride. 

This article is an edited version of 
a lecture on the future of the eity 
ghvn to the Royal Society of Arts. 
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Gelatin, Tallow and Semen: a bullish outlook 


F ive monlhs ago nobody 
had heard of the scien- 
tific and medical 
research outfit called Gelatin. 
Tallow and Semen. Now, their 
shares are valued al £6m on 
Ihc slock market. Their direc- 
tors could retire as million- 
aires tomorrow. Indeed, they 
are secretly thinking of doing 
that very thing and retiring 
tomorrow, so that they can be 
in Barbados for the weekend. 

"Well. I don't think it's actu- 
ally much of a secret," grins 
Doug Gelatin, one of the three 
founder members of the firm, 
which is this week's runaway 
success story in Britain's thriv- 
ing medical research sector. 
“Once word got around that 
wc were developing a cure for 
road rage, you couldnT stop 
people buying shares and 
throwing money al us. That 
left us with two options. Either 
to cash in. lake the money and 
run. or genuinely come up 
with a cure for road rage. 
Well, faced with the choice, 
what would you do?" 

I think I’d genuinely come 
up with a cure for road rage, 
actually. 


"Would you?" says Simon 
Tallow in unfeigned astonish- 
ment. “Good God. How 
extraordinary." 

Simon Tallow is the techni- 
cal whizzkid behind the amaz- 
ing rags-to-riches story of 
Gelatin, Tallow and Semen. 
Does this mean he supervises 
the actual research of a cure 
for road rage? 

"Not quite." he says. "I 
supervise the research into a 
need for a cure for road rage. 
This is what British business is 
all about - finding a gap in the 
market.” 

And filling it? 

“No, no. no! It’s all about 
finding a gap in the market 
and making people believe 
you can fill it! Look, as soon 
as people sniff the fact that 
you may well be on to a cure 
for something, they go crazy 
and start snapping up your 
shares, TB. malaria, all these 
diseases that are coming back 
again or haven't been away, 
they all need new cures. Can 
you imagine what the stam- 
pede would be |ike if some- 
one found a cure for Aids?" 

A stampede by those suf- 



Miles Kington 

fering from Aids, you mean? 

“Well. I suppose Aids suf- 
ferers would certainly display 
an interest," says Tallow, 
slightly taken aback, "but I was 
really thinking of the investors 
who need a cure for Aids. 
Make them a fortune! And 
they don't need a cure for 
Aids, just the hint of a cure for 
Aids. 

“An investor can’t afford to 
be left standing, you know, he 
has to be in on the ground 
floor, so be can't wait around 
to see if there really is a cure 
- he has to buy now!" 

To help with research into 
the cure? 

"You don’t know much 
about the way stocks and 
shares work, do you?" says 


Doug Gelatin, not unkindly. 
“Look, people don’t buy 
shares to help anything hut 
themselves. They don't buy 
Railtrack shares to make a 
better rail system — they buv 

Lhera to get a slice of the 
action as Railtrack flogs off its 
assets." 

“And they buy our shares to 

sell them and get a quick 

profit," says Barry Semen, the 
third member of the triumvi- 
rate. “Well, that's what we do, 
anyway." 

Right. So how docs the 
operation work? 

“Easy," says Gelatin. "We 
drop hints broadly that we 
have stumbled on a cure for 
road rage. Not only that, but 
we also drop hints that we 
have proved a causa! link 
between road rage and mad 
cow disease." 

Road rage is linked to mad 
cow disease? 

“No, of course it fan". but 
that’s what we want people to 
dunk. We re suggesting that it 
might be possible to cure road 
rage and BSE at the same 
time! 

"We are offering a hope of 


an end to violence on the 
roads, and an end to the beef 
ban in Europe, with the self- 
same treatment. 

“We are listening to what 
people want and we~arc giving 
it to them. 

“We are taking their prob- 
lems and giving them dreams 
back. 

*'Wc are listening to Lhe 
pleas of farmer and motorist 
alike. 

"We are playing the music 
of fulfilment and relief, the lull 
after the storm, the release 
from tension ...” 

The voices of Gelatin, Tal- 
low and Semen rise and fall 
round me like seductive 
chamber music, like the hon- 
eyed tones of Paul Gambae- 
cini introducing an exquisite 
string quinteL, like the hum- 
ming of bees on a fat summer 
afternoon. With difficulty 1 
shake myself free of the spell 
and ask the big question: 

"But have you actually 
found a cure for road rage?" 

TTierc is no answer. I loi*k 
round. They have vanished. I 
am alone. Perhaps 1 imagined 
itall... 


it 
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the commentators 


John Majof has told Europe: “Buy our beet or else!’ But why has he lost patience? And how safe is it? 


The grey man 



J 


ohn Major has moods; he 
has a more volatile tem- 
perament than his fre- 
quently monotonous per- 
formances on the platform 
or at the dispatch box suggest. His 
Anger on Tuesday morning. with 
friendly countries such as the Dutch 

- for saying in advance that they 
would support Britain over the 
beef ban and then failing to do so 

— was genuine. So was his frustra- 
tion at what seems to him a viola- 
tion of the normal laws of objec- 
tivity: that an international group 
of veterinarians can get together 
and decide an issue of supposedly 
scientific fact on a qualified^ major- 
ity voting system based on the «?«; 
of their native countries. 

Genuine and understandable; it 
■would be easy, if it were not for the 
1 rampant jingoism of yesterday’s 
Tbiy press, to construct a respectably 
non-Europhobic explanation for his 
announcement that Britain is going 
to be bloody-minded in the EU until 
her partners start to look serious 
about lifting the beef ban. The col- 
lapse of British hopes on Monday 
came despite the support of both the 
European Commission and the 
French government; it was not the 
familiar story of Britain isolated. A 
few in Mr Major’s circle have rev- 
elled in the lack of precedent for the 
tactics he unveiled on Tuesday. But 
you don't have to go back to De 
Gaulle in 1965, or even Margaret 
Thatcher 20 years later, to "find 
examples of Euro-brinkmanship - 
whether it is the Italians on milk 
quotas or Felipe Gonzalez threat- 
ening to pull the plug on the Maas- 
tricht negotiations unless he got 
more cash from the cohesion fund. 

Since that' gruesome weekend 
when ministers first learnt that 
there was almost certainly a direct 
link between the bovine BSE and 
the human CJD, the beef issue has 
come to dominate, and sometimes 
paralyse, the government machine. 
TMk to a minister these days about, 
say, the problems’ of GP fundhold- 
ing and he glazes over, scarcely able 
to concentrate on such a distant 
and relatively unproblematic issue. 
Engage him on beef and he 
instantly becomes animated, as he 
describes how this is the most 
intractable problem he has encoun- 
tered in a lifetime in politics; how 
expensive it may prove to solve; 
how many jobs are tied up in the 
farming, slaughtering, rendering, 
deboning and meat retail indus- 
tries; how it still has the capacity to 
bring down the Government. 

Among the more sulphurous 
Euro-sceptics, the beef ban was 


POLITICS 


greeted with unhealthy glee as the 
issue that would finally make the 
cause of EU withdrawal respect- 
able. Worse, their ranks were thick- 
ened by Tories with less strong 
views on Europe but lots of angry 
farmers in their constitnendes. The 
creaking apology for a truce on 
Europe in the Tory party finally 
threatened to break on the backs of 
the country’s stricken cattle. 

Against that background there 
was an extraordinarily powerful 
impulse to do something, the 
impulse of an impatient motorist 
who, stuck in gndlocked traffic, 
takes an enormous detour simply to 
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Some Euro-sceptics 
greeted the ban 
with unhealthy glee 


keep moving. But it was more than 
that Patient diplomacy had been 
tried to the limit. Last Wednesday 
evening, John Major, Kenneth 
Clarke, Michael Heseltme, Douglas 
Hogg and Malcolm Rifkrad shut 
down all public mention of the 
programme of EU disruption that 
had been discussed id detail in a 
series of papers shuffling between 
Mr Rifldnd’s office and Mr Major's. 
They did so because they genuinely 
believed that Portugal Spain and 
the Netherlands would back them. 
Blit for complex reasons - includ- 
ing the competitive desire of the 
Dutch to preserve a commercial 
advantage for its own artificial 
insemination industry- they didn’t 

So the strategy had a decent 
logic. One minister said yesterday 
that the move would force the issue 
out of the agriculture council into 
the in-trays of foreign ministers 
and heads of government where it 
belongs. Ministers were surprised 
earlier in the month that Jacques 
Chirac, although supportive, was 
not weD-irribnned on the detail of 
beef when he visited London. 

Backbench - delight was only 


increased by the fact that Tony Blair 
did not have the best of days cm 
Tbesday. Caught, rather as Labour 
. was in the very different circum- 
stances of the Fialklauds, ty the urge 
to oppose the mess of the current 
slaughter policy and the need not 
to appear unpatriotic, he exposed 
hims elf to the wounding charge 
from Mr Major that he bad failed 
to “offer a single opinion”. 

For aQ these reasons, the pro- 
European Tbries have fallen 
broadly into line. But they know, 
more than, most, of the perils 
ahead. They lie in these little words 
in Mr Major’s Tuesday statement: 
“and a clear framework leading to 
a lifting of the wider ban”. 

Let ns suppose that the deriva- 
tives ban is lifted cm June 3- 4. The 
serious Euro-sceptics won’t be con- 
tent with that They don't trust the 
Prime Minister; they remember all 
too vividly how in 1994 be excited 
them into thinking he was going to 
confront the EU over the weight of 
the British vote under Qualified 
Majority Voting and then backed 
down rgnommiously. The scalp they 
want is lifting the total ban, not some 
carefully nuanced lan g ua ge about 
the gradual reduction of its scope. 

Never mind that 8/500 BSE cases 
are still predicted this year and 
5,000 in 1997, and that therefore 
elements of the ban could well stay 
in force at least until next year. 
Never mind that a prolongation of 
the strategy will mean vetoing direc- 
tives patently in Britain’s interests. 
Never mind the cogent argument of 
the pro-Euiopeans that it is crazy to 
fight an election on Europe, 
because this is precisely the issue on 
which the party is so (folded. There 
are plenty on the Tbiy right - op to 
and including Cabinet level — who 
would be more than content to 
maintain this guerrilla war until 
polling day, who thrill at the 
■prospect of a beef election. 

Armageddon may weO not hap- 
, Mr Major is scarcely keener on 
leprospectthan Mr Heseltine or 
Mr Clarice (who s said by dose allies 
genuinely to believe that the strategy 
may now work). There is still an even 
chance that MPswill return from the 
Whitsun recess to find that the polit- 
ical crisis in Europe has passed its 
worst. But yesterday there was more 
than o oe Tbiy, ccmtemplating the ful- 
some headlines in yesterday's Mail 
and Express and their implication 
that only total victory will do, who 
remembered the grim remark of 
Major’s 18th-century predecessor 
Robert Wtipote on another Euro- 
war: “They now ring the bells, 
will soon wring their hands." 



Mad Hatter and mad cow: European consumers are not wilting to put beef on the table 
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Still searching for real facts 


T he Prime Minister has chosen an odd ral- 
lying cry on which to start a war of Euro- 
pean non-co-operation: “Beef is safe - the 
scientists tell us so." lb which one is tempted 
to reply, with Star Trek's relentlessly logical Mr 
Spock, “Safe, but not as we know iL” 

The Government line that beef is “absolutely 
safe” faded away on 20 March, when Stephen 
Dorrell told the House of Commons that the 
best explanation to date for 10 recent, unusual 
cases of Creutzf eld t- Jakob disease (CJD) in 
young Britons was exposure to BSE before 1989. 
Since that day, no better hypothesis has emerged. 
Nor has any new hard evidence. Meanwhile, the 
scientists have been pushed to the back of the 
room while the politicians wrangle. 

BSE and CJD are strange diseases in that the 
infective agent is not a bacterium or virus, but 
apparently a misshapen version of a protein, 
made naturally by the body, that accumulates 
and kills nerve cells. Nobody knows exactly what 
concentration of the infective agent (normally 
called a “prion") is present in different parts of 
tttecow - such as the meat - before the disease- 
shows up. Experiments with mice indicate that 
infected cows' brains are infectious (the mice 
catch BSE) but infected cows’ beef isn’t That’s 
not the same as saying beef isn’t infectious to 
Iranians. And nobody knows if BSE can cause 
CJD. The science isn’t there yet 
Thus it’s true -but enormously disingenuous 
- for the Government to insist that beef poses 
no risk, and that no link has been proved 
between CJD and BSE And it certainly doesn't 
follow that the beef ban should be lifted. Ifen 
CJD deaths do not make an epidemiological 
study, but they provide the raw material to give 
a lot of scientists in the field the shivers. 

Unfortunately, there are few reliable sources 
available for those who want to know what is 
known and what is only alleged So bow does one 


SCIENCE 


get a balanced view? Tvo new books are already 
at the booksellers: BSE: The Facts by Brian J 
Ford, chairman of the history of biology sector 
of the Institute of Biology, and Lethal Legacy by 
Dr Stephen Dealler, a medic who has been a 
consistent independent critic of the Govern- 
ment’s approach to the disease in cattle. 

Ford's is a thorough book, with details about 
animal husbandry, proportions of herds and 
breeds affected by BSE feed manufacture, and 
not least the diseases themselves, which are per- 

Ten CJD deaths do not 
make a study, but they give 
a lot of scientists the shivers 


haps the most peculiar known to science. Cer- 
tainly, the book lives up to its subtitle; 1 did not 
spot any significant errors of fact. 

However, there’s a big difference between 
buying wool and knitting a jumper. Some of 
Rod’s assertions are wrong (such as that the dis- 
ease which killed the 10 people was kuru, a CJD- 
Hke disease that affected cannibals in New 
Guinea; in fact their symptoms and pathology 
are quite different) and some of his statistical 

C eralisations are wildly wrong (such as that 
of Britain's abattoirs are breaking BSE reg- 
ulations: in feet, half in a survey were breaking 
them, so the true figure could be the same, or 
more, or less). 

But Fbrd provides a useful primer for read- 
ing Dealler’s book, which moves the whole argu- 
ment forward and contains a lot of data that the 


Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(Maff) should long ago have released for pub- 
lic cons urn pi ion - such as how long the epidemic 
of BSE can reasonably be expected to continue. 
Dealler's answer, based on some densely-argued 
statistics, is that in 1999 there will' still be 
between 900 and 8,700 recorded cases. (His fig- 
ures accord with an independent study published 
recently by a team at Oxford University.) 

Dealler points out that wc must have eaten 
hundreds of thousands of infected cows in the 
past 15 years which were not yet showing symp- 
toms. Whether (he disease is caused by chance 
exposure to a single dose, or by a build-up of 
small doses, we should be worried about now 
much of the priou agent we are absorbing. 
Dealler takes the conservative, “cumulative’' 
approach and builds it into a big table showing 
infectivity and dosage. 

He interprets this to show that for adult 
Britons, there’s no benefit in stopping eating 
beef, the biggest risk (in terms of exposure to 
the BSE pnon) has already been taken. Stop- 
ping now might halve your risk, but to improve 
your chances (assuming that BSE can cause 
CJD), you need to cut that risk tenfold - which 
isn't possible now. You can’t un-eat past meals. 

But a parallel conclusion he draws is that for- 
eign visifozs and children would be better off not 
eating British beef, “just as you advise people not 
to drink the water when they visit some foreign 
countries”. How spange if the highly developed 
nature of our farming has brought us to the same 
stage as a developing country. Not that Mr Major 
will be too worried. Politics, not science, is in the 
driving seat, reading off a faulty map. 

CHARLES ARTHUR 

‘BSE- The Facts' by Brian J Ford (Corgi Books, 
£4. 99). 'Lethal Legacy: BSE - The Search for the 
Truth ’by Dr Stephen Dealler (Bloomsbury. £5.99). 


The pure poetry that is Dolespeak 

The would-be president has a great accent, says Rupert Cornwell. He just needs something interesting to say 


L ei me say it at the outset. I’ve 
missed George Bush, badly. Not 
because I'm a closet Republican (per- 
ish the thought in this impartial news- 
paper). Nor because of anything he 
ever did in the White House (which, 
apart from winning the Gulf war, was 
next to nothing) or because he was 
the nicest US president in recent 
memory (which he was). The gap m 
my life has been what he said, or 
Rraiher the way he said it — in other 
words, Bushisms. 

For those of us who observed first 
hand the Demosthenes of modern 
American presidents in action 

The man hates 
talking, and is 
profoundly suspicious 
of those who enjoy it 

between 19S9 and I99J, the vejy 
phrase has one quivering with laugh- 
ter. No one, surely, could ever replace 
George Herbert Walker Bush’s way 
with syntax, which could turn any pub- 
lic appearance into Saturday Night 
Live. Certainly not Bill Clinton, who 
speaks in textbook sentences with a 
recognisable beginning, middle and 
end, who forces do metaphor, whose 
chain of thought is quite maddeningly 
dear. But ihree and a half years on, 
happy davs arc here again. I refer to 

the dawning era of f ^p lc *P ea ^ 

At first glance the dry-as-dust, 
soon-to-be ex-senator from Kansas is 
a poor substitute. No one, after aU. 
could match Bush in full flow: on the 
economy ("coming off a pinnacle, so 
to speak, of low unemployment ). or 
imjsmg about the endangered Pa™ 
Spotted Owl (“we want to see the lit- 
tle furry-feathery guy protected, and 
all of that”) or the burdens of wgn 
-office (“Remember Lincoln, going to 



The great orator 
takes centre 
stage: Bob Dole 
says *the 
election's ’bout 
'Merica. It’s ’bout 
values. Decency. 
'Bout making 
’Merica great 
again’ 

Photograph: 
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But do not be overhasty in writing 
off Bob Dole in this autumn’s three 
presidential debates against the 
super-smooth, super-articulate Bfl] 
Chnton. For one thing, he has 
acquired a new speechwriter, the 
novelist Mark Helprin, who pro- 
duced the gloriously sappy speech 
with which Dole announced his res- 
ignation from the Senate last week. 
“As summer nears, 1 will seek the 
bright light and open spaces of this 
beautiful country and will ask for the 
wise counsel of its people, from the 
sea coasts of Maine and California to 
the old railroad towns in the Midwest, 


The Midwesterner 
shares Caesar’s habit 
of referring to himself 
in the third person 


his knees in tiroes of trial and the C3vD 
War and all that stuff. We are blessed.. 
So don’t feel sony for - don’t cry for 
me, Argentina . 

And those three specimens are 
taken from just a single morning of 
campaigning in New Hampshire, on 
15 January 1992, by a president 
accused of paying no attention to 
America's domestic ills, that will be 
known to devotees forever as "Mes- 
sage: I Care” day. Bush’s endorsement 
ofBob Dole last March was a small 
gem too, praising the candidate’s 
"mature leadership and character, 
and things of that nature". Among 
those “things", eloquence does not 
feature. 

If Bush’s problem was too many 
words, too many . half-finished 
thoughts and weird non-sequiturs, 
Dolos is the opposite. The man basi- 


cally hates talking, and is profoundly 
suspicious of anyone who enjoys it - 
hence his visible discomfort alongside 
babblers like Newt Gingrich. But the 
basic felling of both Bush and Dole is 
identical: an inability to articulate 
what passes through the brain. With 
Bush the result was dicombobuiated 
goofiness. With Dole it is a terse, 
tongue-tied verbal shorthand. 

is a unto Syl- 
lables, indeed entire words, are swal- 
lowed, lost in truncated phrases fired 
out in short rasping salvos. They 
describe how Bob Dole as "Prez’deat 
would reduce the “deaf-sit,” assuming 
those Democratic “sennas" (sena- 
tors) would let him. Like Bush, he is 
acutely vision-challenged. 

What's it all about? In his speeches, 
he answers the question tins: "This 
election's ‘bout "Merica. It’s ’bout the 


future. Values. Decency.’ Bout maltin' 
Merica jjreat again." Often the litany 
ends with his trademark sign-off. 
“whatever", Dole’s peculiar way of ter- 
minating a chain of thought, or a con- 
versation he doesn't want to continue. 
“Just ggnna keep on going. Whatever." 

The modest Midwesterner further 
horrifies his speech writers with his 
fondness for referring to himself in the 
third person, a habit shared by Julius 
Caesar in his histories and modern 
black gang toughs on the streets of US 
cities. Not “My position is ...” but 
“Bob Dole’s position is . Maybe it's 
his roots in the small plains town of 
Russell, where by all accounts every- 
one talks like that. Or maybe it’s the 
horrendous war wounds that trouble 
him to this day, underlining how 
words are cheap, but real suffering is 
not. Whatever. 


to the verdant South ..." Pure poetry 
for the rest of us, but you could 
almost hear Dole wincing as he spoke 
it - who writes this mush? But there 
was hardly a dry eye in the house. 
And, as Bob Dole would say, that's 
what it’s all about 
Second, there’s his accent Bush's 
preppy psendo-Tfexan fooled no one. 
But Dole is an authentic product of 
the prairies, speaking the “North 
Midland” dialect of the US heart- 
lands. Language scientists have found 
that of all the important dialects and 
accents, it is the one that Americans 
relate to and trust the most - more 
certainly than the gushing Bubha- 
speak now emanating from the White 
House. But to ambit this asset prop- 
erly, Dole must find something inter- 
esting to say. In other words, George 
Bush's pesky old “vision thing". Ai 
which point, a growiy shade descends 
by my ear. “Woridn’ on it,” it mutters. 
Whatever. 
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Maj-Gen Sir 
Christopher 
Welby-Everard 


Major-General Sir Christopher 
Welby-Everard was the last 

British army officer to com- 
mand the Nigerian army. It 
was In the years 1962 to 1965, 
a difficult transition period for 
Nigeria, which had only been 
granted independence a couple 
of years previously, but Welby- 
Everard was a natural diplomat 
who carried his authority with 
ease. The young General (lat- 
er President) Gowon. who was 
his adjutant general, saw the 
power of command that Welby- 
Everard could exercise when he 
anticipated a potential coup in 
1964. He called the senior of- 
ficers together and firmly re- 
minded them where their 
loyalty lay. 

Twenty years earlier, on 10 
March 1*944, at the age of 34, 
Christopher Welby-Everard had 
taken command of the 2nd 
Battalion, the Lincolnshire Reg- 
imen L This gave him little time 
to prepare for ihe task ahead, 
namely D-Day. However, as the 
regimental history recalls: 

Such was his untiring zeal and ready 
insight, his persistent attention to de- 
tail and his amazing memory, the 
product or a well-disciplined mind, 
that after the three short months giv- 
en for preparation, he took to France 
a battalion in which everyone had the 
up roost confidence in his leadership. 
Always aware of a very real pride 
in command, he must 'surely have 
come near to the ideal commanding 
officer. 

Propelled into command, 
Welby-Everard led his highly 
motivated battalion with dis- 
tinction into HcnnanviUe for 
some of the fiercest fighting of 
D-Day. Tough action was also 
to come at Caen. In the stub- 
born. defensive action by tbe 
Germans, known by the Allies 
os Operation Goodwood, he 
was severely wounded in the 
back and leg. Tbe way he had 
trained the battalion, however, 
ensured that they carried the 
flag high in a number of suc- 
cessful actions until the end of 
the war. His batman was or- 
dered back to the battalion, but 
demanded that he be allowed 



Wefby-Everarti: unruffled 

to accompany Welby-Everard to 
hospital in England. 

Christopher Welby-Everard 
was bom in 1909 and educated 
at Charterhouse, where he 
played cricket and soccer for the 
1st XI before going up to Cor- 
pus Christi College, Oxford. 
Commissioned into the Lin- 
colnshire Regiment in 1932, 
he served in the 2nd Battalion 
where he excelled at most sports 
and in particular shooting and 
cricket Tall and powerfully 
built, as a fast bowler he rep- 
resented Lincolnshire and tne 
Free Foresters. 

After he had recovered from 
his injuries in the Second World 
'War, Welby-Everard held a se- 
ries of staff appointments in the 
Army unril 1949 when be took 
over the (by now) Royal Lin- 
colnshire Regiment in tbe 
Canal Zone of Egypt With 
Egypt having been defeated by 
Israel in 1948, and with much 
terrorist activity, this was a tur- 
bulent time. Welby-Everard at 
one point found his medical of- 
ficer had been taken into cus- 
tody. Livid, he stormed into the 
local police station and de- 
manded his release. Tbe be- 
wildered constabulary moved 
even quicker when he took out 
his sten-gua. 

In 1954. he was appointed 
commander of 264 Scottish 
Beach Brigade and 157 In- 
fantry Brigade flA). After a pe- 


riod as BGS (Ops) HQ North- 
ern Army, he was promoted 
Major-General and in 1959 
posted to Oslo as Chief of Staff 
to the Allied Forces Northern 
Europe. He served there until 
1962 when afresh challenge was 
offered - command of the Nig- 
erian army. It was a precondi- 
tion of this appointment that he 
resign from the regular list of 
the British aitny and work on a 
contract basis. For his work in 
Nigeria he was created KBE. 

On return to Lincolnshire in 
1965 Welby-Everard worked 
for Securicor and a number of 
charitable organisations: he was 
President of the County Red 
Cross, County Chairman of the 
Royal British Legion, Chairman 
of the Normandy Veterans, 
Chairman of the Lincoln Dioce- 
san Finance Board, and for 23 
years President of the Royal 
Lincolnshire Regimental As- 
sociation. He was appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant of Lin- 
colnshire in 1966 and High 
Sheriff in 1974. 

Christopher Welby-Everard 
was a Lincolnshire man whose 
life was underpinned by a strong 
Christian faith. He was a private 
man devoted to public service. 
In life as in action, he was un- 
ruffled, unhurried and self- 
assured. His men knew where 
they were with him and so did 
everyone else. He had a robust 
sense of humour and a highly 
developed ability to listen. He 
adored his wife, Peggy, and de- 
lighted in her superstitions - at 
the New Moon she would bow 
seven times, turn the silver in 
her handbag and spit. On her 
death 20 months ago his wish 
was to join her soon. 

Max Arthur 


Christopher Earie Welby-Everard, 
soldier bom Gosberton, Lin- 
colnshire 9 August 1909; OBE 
1945, CBE 1961, KBE 1965; 
Chief of Staff, HQ Allied Forces, 
Northern Europe 1959-61; GOC 
Nigerian. 4rmy 1962-65; married 
1938 Peggy Shonock (died 1994, 
two sons); died 10 May 1996. 


Robert Lawrence 


Duripg his seven years as Chief 
Constable of South Wales 
Robert Lawrence guided the 
force through difficult times. 

Heading an organisation 
3.000-strong calls for a high de- 
gree of managerial competence 
- particularly where a uni- 
formed public service is con- 
cerned. Moreover, in the early 
Nineties the force faced a fi- 
nancial crisis which threatened 
both morale and its service to 
the public. Lengthy discussions 
with Whitehall ensued, but 
eventually the Home Office 
was persuaded to release bad- 
ly needed resources. Lawrence's 
determination and a com- 
mendable disposition to speak 
his mind proved decisive, and 
the force emerged intact, able 
to gel on with Ihe job without 


having constantly to worry 
about the balance -sheeL 

Born at Ystradgynlais in the 
upper Swansea valley, Law- 
rence was educated at the local 
grammar school and joined 
Mid-W&les Police Outer to be- 
come Dyfed-Powys Police) in 
1961, while still in his teens. Pro- 
motion from constable through 
the ranks followed steadily. By 
1978 he was a superintendent 
in the West Mercia force and in 
1983 he transferred to Stafford- 
shire as Assistant Chief Con- 
stable, becoming Deputy Chief 
Constable in 1985. He returned 
to take command of South 
Wiles in 1989. 

Under his leadership the 
force was often at the leading 
edge of innovation. It played 
a significant role in devel- 


oping DNA testing, ■ and 
earlier this month 100 officers 
started trials on the beat to 
evaluate various forms of body 
armour. 

Robert Lawrence was award- 
ed the Queen’s fttlice Medal in 
1991 and held the rank of 
Brother in the Most Venerable 
Order of the Hospital of St 
John. A devoted fauufy man and 
a keen angler and golfer, he won 
an Open University arts degree 
988. 


in 19! 


Tony Heath 


William Robert Lawrence, police 
officer, bom Ystradgynlais, Powys 
21 September 1942- QPM1991 ; 
Chief Constable, South Wales 
Constabulary 1989-96; married 
1965 (one son, one daughter); 
died Swansea 21 May 1996. 



Montana, centre, with the Prairie Ramblers: left to rig it (standing) Chuck Hart and Ken HoutMna, and 
(seated) Jack Taylor and Tex Atchison Prratngaph: Tony Russell Collection 

Patsy Montana 


Patsy Montana, “The Yodelling 
Cowgirl”, was the first female 
singer in country-music history 
to cut a mflli nn-sellin g record. 

Accompanied by the Prairie 
Ramblers, she entered ARC’S 
Chicago studio on 16 August 
1935 and, with the label’s 
British-bom talent 9cout “Un- 
cle” Art Satherley at the helm, 
recorded her self-penned “I 
Want to be a Cowboy’s Sweet- 
heart”. A superb showcase for 
her supple, fluid yode lling, it 
proved one of the biggest 
hillbilly hits of the Thirties. 

Five years earlier, Rnbye 
Blevins, as she was then still 
known, had arrived in Los An- 
geles with one of her 10 broth- 
ers, in the hope of pursuing a 
musical career. She enrolled at 
tbe University of the West (now 
UCLA) and began performing 
locally, eventually winning a 
talent contest with a couple of 
Jimmie Rodgers’s songs. 
(Rodgers, “America's Blue Yo- 
delleri’, was an important in- 
fluence on virtually every 
country star of note in this pe- 
riod.) She rapidly built up a re- 
gional following, and for a while 
worked with a now-forgotten, 
rodeo star and sometime silver- 
screen cowboy named Monte 
MoQlana. 

Tbe Prairie Ramblers, with a 
line-up that included Charles 
“Chuck" Hart on mandola, 
“Happy” Jack Taylor on guitar 
and bass, Shelby “Tfex” Atchison 
on fiddle and Floyd “Salty” 


Holmes on harmonica, jug and 
guitar, were, until 1933, a suc- 
cessful string band known as the 
Kentucky Ramblers. In that 
year they became cast members 
of Chicago’s National Barn 
Dance on the Sears-owned ra- 
dio station WLS and, taking 
their lead from a popular jour- 
nal, the Prairie Fanner, changed 
their nam e. 

Patsy Montana joined the 
group in that same year fol- 
lowing a successful audition 
while visiting the World’s Fair 
in Chicago. Together, she and 
the Ramblers became mainstays 
of the Bam Dance and record- 
ed proh&afly for a variety of la- 
bels including ARC, Melotone. 
Dacca and Victor. Among their 
hits were “Titian Old Cow- 
hand”, “Goodnight Soldier”, 
“The Moon Hangs Low” and 
“little Old Rag Doll”. 

The band’s sound, which had 
until then been firmly rooted 
in the stringband traditions 
of the South Eastern Slates, be- 
gan to reflect the musk that 
was emerging from Texas, 
Oklahoma and California. 
Hollywood-based singing cow- 
boys such as Gene Autry had 
proved popular both on record 
and on film and T Want to 
be a Cowboy's Sweetheart” 
sat comfortably within the 
genre. Based on Patsy Mon- 
tana's own earlier recording 
“Montana Plains", it owed 
more than a little to Stuart 
Hamblen’s “Texas Plains”, an 


early success in the style. Oth- 
er material especially the ri&pk 
numbers the group recorded 
under the name the Sweet Vi- 
olet Boys, owed more to the 
western swing of bandleaders 
like Milton Brown and Bob 
Wills. 

By the mid-Forties Patsy 
Montana hosted her own 
nationally syndicated radio 
show and was appearing cm tele- 
vision. In 1952 she headed for 
the West Coas), settling in Cal- 
ifornia where, severf years lat- 
er’ she “retired" from music to 
sefl real estate. The lure of per- 
forming proved too much how- 
ever, and over the next decade 
she cut a series of albums for in- 
dependents, among them the 
much sought-after Sweetheart 
(1965) forStarday. 

She continued to tour into 
the Seventies, often performing 
with her two daughters as the 
Patsy Montana THo. In 1993 
Patsy Montana became one of 
only two women - the other be- 
ing Roy Rogers's wife Dale 
Evans - to receive the Western 
Music Association’s “Living 
Legends of Western Music" 
award, a fitting honour for 
one of country music's true 
pioneers. 

Paul Wadey 

Rnbye Blevins (Patsy Montana), 
musician : bom Hot Springs, 
Arkansas 30 October 1914; 
married 1934 Paul Rose ( two 
daughters); died 3 May 1996 


Preston Lockwogd 


In the heyday of plays on the 
wireless; Preston _ Ixickwoocrs 
tones were inimitable. Today 
they would be labelled fruity, 
but to the playgoer brought up 
in the dark days of the Second 
World War by the BBC Reper- 
tory Company, Lockwood’s 
voice was a comforting pres- 
ence. At once confiding and 
authoritative, warm and rever- 
berative, it took the listener, so 
to speak, by the lapel and led 
Turn wherever the dramatist’s 
don chanced to rove. 


riendJy or menacing, 
thoughtful or whimsical, it was 
above all what we used to call 
“received” Fjtgli.sh. That is to 
say, we listeners took it for 
granted. 

It was how all Lockwood’s 
generation of actors, famous or 
obscure, Cockney-born or 
Lancashire-bred, spoke. They 
all (or nearly all) aspired to 
sound- well, like Preston Lock- 

wood. But in films, television or 
the theatre? They were anoth- 
er world: and the only one of 
them to win Lockwood’s con- 
stant respect was the repertory 
theatre. 

The son of a London Trans- 
port driving instructor, Preston 
Lockwood grew up between 
the wars when every town or city 
suburb had two or three theatres 
-one to receive tours of shows 
on their way to or from London, 
one a weekly rep and the third, 
avariety hafl. So there was plen- 
ty of work for an aspiring per- 
former. In those days weekly rep 
was a better training ground 
than anything available now, 
and Lockwood treasured it, 
learning one play in the morn- 
ing, rehearsing another in the 
afternoon and performing a 
third atnigbL 

Were productions a trifle 
“rough”? They made an actor 
ready, at atw rate. They were ex- 
citing days. So was acting far the 
wireless then. 

Before everything was pre- 
recorded, plays went out “Ihre”. 
Just as actors today will remi- 
nisce about the tension of play- 
ing in television in the post-war 
era when every mistake was 
obvious because there was no 
recording, Lockwood used to 
look bade with affection to his 
years with the BBC Repertory 
Company when everything 
bad to be right first time or 
somehow covered up. 

He would vividly recall the 
days of Saturday Nrgfit Theatre 
when the cast fled to the base- 
ment of Broadcasting House 
during a Nazi air-raid on Lon- 
don and had to gather round a 
microphone to continue their 
performance. Where today’s 
technician governs what is now 
known as the “input” of the var- 
ious voices in a broadcast dra- 
ma, the players then had to 
judge for themselves as a team. 



Lockwood: revateiatlw 


It was the teamwork of such 
broadcasts and of weekly rep 
which Lockwood loved and 
missed in later years when 

everything seemed to him to be 

taken so much more seriously 
than in his youth. Yet he never 
gave op. In his late sixties he 
would still act in those remain- 
ing out-of-London reps at, say, 
Amexsham or Maidenhead or 
Henley. And the plays? Welt 
East Lynne was among the 
melodramas. 

like the rest of his breed, 
Lockwood was ready to tour, 
and had a minor success for ex- 
ample as the elderly Geoffrey 
in a national tour of Ronald 
Harwood’s The Dresser, the 
play about tbe last days of an old 

touring Shakespearean. 

Lockwood’s only recorded 

Shakespearean performance 
happened to be his first ap- 
pearance (as Reginald Lock- 
wood) on the West End stage. 
He played Margarelon in 
Michael MacOwan’s modem- 
dress revival of Thiilus and 
Cressida (Westminster Theatre) 

in 1938. 

He had three lines. Encoun- 
tering the curious and forthright 
Thersites (Stephen Murray) on 
the battlefield, Margarelon 
yells, “Thin, slave, and fight-” 
Thersites: “What art thou?” 
He answers: “A bastard son of 
Priam’s.” When Thersites ar- 
gues that one bastard should not 

figh t with another, and prompt- 
ly disappears, Margarelon nuit- 
ters: “The devil take thfe, 
coward!” 

Whether Lockwood spoke 
his two lines well or ill goesun- 
recorded but he was soon drawn 
to the wireless, ever his 
favourite medium after the 
repertory theatres. 

Apart from his years in 
broadcast drama, his perfor- 
mance as Dennis the Dachs- 
hund in Taytawn made him 
particular popular with young 
listeners to Children's Hour in 
the 1950s; and he would pop up 
now and then on television as, 
say, a doctor in the Tenko series, 
the Lord Chancellor in Rum- 
pole, a vicar in The ITcar of 
Dtbley, a butler m a chocolate 
advertisement or a ghost clutch- 
ing his severed head in order to 
“puff” cheap cigars; and in 
his eighties another kind of 
fame came Lockwood’s way. It 
was in a Cutting Edge pro- 
gramme as an old golfer at 
North wood, Middlesex, de- 
scribing his attitude to the 
game, his club and the rights of 
women players. 

■ He was also seen (by the 
sharp-eyed viewer) in Miss 
Marple, The Power Game, Doc- 
tor Who and Inspector Morse. 
Among his film credits weif 
Julius Caesar , Time Bandits, 
Great Expectations, The Pirates 
of Penzance , Dangerous Lave, 
and Lady Caroline Lamb, in 
which he played a publisher. 

Is it perhaps a fact that actors 
who spend most of their early 
years before a microphone look 
a bit resourceless on tbe stage, 
because they are not used to 
acting, so to speak, full-length? 
Or was the taiL handsome and 
physically impressive Lockwood 
simply one of those solid worka- 
day players who loved the work 
wherever it led him? At all 
events, he was seldom out of it 

Adam Benedick 

Preston Lockwood, actor, bom 
30 October 1912; married (one 
daughter); died 24 April 1996. 



Jon Pertwee 


Pertwee between scenes of the 
ptey A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum, 1963 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 


It was not just Jon Pertwee’s de- 
finitive portrayals of Doctor 
WL io and Worzel Gummidge 
that made him a television star 
after his success on radio, writes 
Anthony Hayward [further to 
the obituary by Nick Smurth- 
waite, 21 May], but his appear- 
ances over 60 years in almost 50 
films and scores of television 
programmes over 60 years. 
They made him one of the 
most prolific screen actors of the 
century. 

Bom John (not Jon) Devon 
Roland Pertwee, he made his 
screen debut as early as 1937 in 
two films co-written by his fa- 


ther, yl Yank at Oxford, the first 
major Anglo-American feature, 
was a huge pre-war success 
starring Robert Thylor, Vivien 
Leigh and Lionel Barrymore, 
and Dinner at the Ritz featured 
David Niven. His father’s stage 
play To Kill a Cat also provid- 
ed Pertwee with his West End 
debut, at the Aldwych Theatre 
in 1939. 

Wartime service in the Navy 
led to Pertwee’s radio success, 
but he continued in films for 
most of his career, with 
pearances in mostly come 
features such as Carry On Geo 
(1964), Cany On Cowboy 


(1965), Cany Ori Screaming 
(1966), A Funny Thing Hap- 
pened on the Way to the Forum 
(1966) and One of Our Di- 
nosaurs is Missing (1975). He 
even stood in for Danny Kaye 
in the London scenes of Knock 
on Wood (1954) and gave his 
voice to the children's films 
Wambling Free (1977) and The 
Water Babies (1978). His last 
films, tbe Cannon and Ball pic- 
ture The Boys in Blue ( I9S3) and 
the dreadful Cany On Colum- 
bus (1992), were more a testa- 
ment to the sorry state of British 
comedy films than to his ever- 
re liable talents. 


The big screen never pro- 
vided Pertwee with a star vehi- 
cle. Instead, it was as the third 
Doctor Who on television and 
the walking, talking scarecrow 
Worzel Gummidge that he be- 
came best known to the nation. 
It was his enthusiasm for 
Woize), and his recollection of 
reading the books by Barbara 
Eupban Tbdd in the Thirties, 
that led him to take tbe idea to 
Southern Ifelevraon, which pro- 
duced four series of Worzel 
Gummidge (1979-81), as well as 
a Christmas special, A Cup o' 
Tea an' a Slice o’ Cake (1980). 

Unfortunately, Southern 


"television lost its ITV franchise 
and no more programmes were 
made until the series was res- 
urrected by a producer in New 
Zealand. Two series of Worzel 
Gummidge Down Under (1987, 
1989) were made, screened in 
Britain on Channel Four, and 
at the time Pertwee told me: 
“It’s my baby. I felt tremendous 
responsibility for it. Fm the 
one who has nurtured it and 
kept it going.” 

Pertwee made his television 
d6but back in 1946, playing the 
Judge in a BBC production of 
Toad of Toad Hall, a screen 
adaptation of AA Milne’s play 


from Kenneth Grahame’s The 
Wind in the Willows. Kenneth 
More played Mr Badger. 

Pertwee’s later television ap- 
pearances included Round the 
Bend (1956), the adventure se- 
ries Ivanhoe (1958), the tramp- 
steamer sitcom Glencannon 
(1960) and TkeAvengers (1967), 
before he look over as the 
Timelord in Doctor Who (1970- 
74). By now a television star in 
his own right, Pertwee was 
hired by Thames Television to 
present three series of the ITV 
crime quiz Whodunnit? (1973- 
78), landed a guest role in The 
Goodies (1975) and starred as 


a psychiatrist consulted by Fa- 
ther Christmas in The Curious 
Case of Santa Claus (1982). 

In 1992, he appeared with his 
actor son Sean in the television 
film Virtual Murder. He was last 
seen on screen in March as a 
guest presenter in the Channel 
4 magazin e programme Food 
File, reporting on how insects 
feed on humans’ breakfast ce j 
reds, even eating through th£- 
cardboard boxes. Pertwee’s 
daughter, DarieL also continues 
the family acting tradition, and 
his cousin Bill is s till remem- 
bered for his role as ARP 
Warden Hodges in Dad's Army. 


DEATHS 

BARNARD: Eileen, of Blackbcath. 
London, aged »SU. much- low d moth- 
er or Hilary, and adored grand- 
mother of Kate and Alexander, died 
pcoee lull\ at Clevedvn. Somerset on 
IS May. Service Sunday 31 May at 
I lam at Honor Oak Crematorium. 
BrenchJcv Gardens. Fares Hill. Lon- 
don SElX No florist flowers. Dona- 
tions to Friends of the Earth. 

GRAFTON: On Mandat 20 May 1»96. 
peacefully at home, Barry, dearest 
pusbtmd. brother. Dad and Papa. Cre- 
mation private. Service of thanksgiv- 
ing at St George’s Church. Weald, 
Sevvnoaks, Kent, oq Wednesday 5 
June ai 1130pm. No flowers, but if 
so desired donations to any of the fol- 
lowing: Valence School Prison Re- 
form That. Guys Hospital Scanner 
Appeal Fund, of Sr George's Church. 
Weald Ci'o Wclham Jones Funeral 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TV Dvkcnf Edinburgh null Satfnrt Unnenny. 
Greater Mu x hoa r , vials HoUilaniK Jewish 
Krmr. 1m ihe ApnL hccwkli. Laneashms «nl 
j, tlomnary Lilt Member. raced* ita SOjtiAi* 
nhvTvur bach of the Manchester Pfcnal Offices* 
AMncuintt. The Filuux WwV Lord Hipli 
CiMnmiMuner lu the General floeoNj •>( U* 
Qrardi irf Sualaml. visits tbe Nctbcrinw Centre. 
Hfcfc Street. Erittuph. tisrti Uebnim CWle. Met- 
ric. Mid Craifk Pareb iSuirti Pii^cct- 
Duaikc. vaiaSdKwh Out freioa. Alter Sduri 
Cue AmucuUuo. Bnjuphft Fm? East Qmitfc. 
Dundee; and new* a ftuwtg of Retreat by 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

*. 

Sevenoaks. Kent TN13 1DJ. tele- 
phone 01732 742400. 

IN MEMOR1AM 
DOWLAND: David. 6 December 1936- 
23 May 1991. With love, Josephine. 
SHEEHAN: Kevin, you wiU be pleased 
to know that after six years, you arc 
still missed deeply by everyone. 
SHEEHAN: Kevin. 21 Sep tem ber 1961- 
23 May 19W.Life le*ds an men: death 
reveals the eminent 

For Gazette, telephone 0171-293 2011. 


rt Scotlbh idwofa. fulnred b» j nsxprmo 
JJ the Max irf Hcfrinmlbmac. Tk Dote «f 
C hatmer apam ihe WnDMjdiara BmfatdJ. 
WytttjeiSam. NurioQc and o Graal Prior. Ol- 
der uf Si Jotrn. 4zrafc a naming ilaoMuoaboa 
ai Sactrrflim. Norfolk. TWDocbc** of CfetKC*- 
W ib&s RAF CianwdL Skntgtf. Uhtetodaic. 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbe HoBchohl Cavalir Mounted Hofsmau 
muonc* the Queen's L* Goaid Ham* Caank. 
tlam. Ill Wu Webb Ceanti now Ihe 
QtKcatGud.il Bactt«k<m Mate. ItJlbm. 
hand pwrided by the WUl Gwfa. 


Birthdays 

Sir Kenneth Allen, engineer, 89: Sir 
Davfd Sanaa, former chairman, 
Midland Bank, 84; Mis Joliet Camp- 
bell, Mistress of Girton College, 
Cambridge. 61; Sir Matthew Camp- 
bell, former senior aril servant, 89; 
Sir Hugh Casson, architect, 86; Miss 
Rosemary Clooney, anger. 68; Miss 
Joan Collins, actress, 63; Mr Denis 
Compton, author and cricketer, 78; 
Six' Samuel Oman, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Strathclyde University, 
84; Mr Nigel Davenport, actor and 
trade unionist, 68; The Way Rev John 
Drury, Dean of Christ Church, Ox- 
foTO 60; Dr Waiter Ellis, ChiefEco- 
noxnic Adviser toihcPrerideni of the 
Board oflrade, 63; Miss Betty Gar- 
Teru actress, 77; Mr Malcolm GUI, 
head. Basking Department, Bank far 
International Settlenrews, 62; Mr 
Marius Goring, actor, 84; Lord Gten- 
M,Sepkn Adviser, European Office, 
World Bank. 61; Mr Graeme Hick, 
cricketer, 30; Mr Anatoly Karpov, 
chess player, 45; Sir Peter Kenilarea, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and for- 
mer Prime Minister. Solomon Is- 
lands, 53; Sir James Lester MP, 64; 
Sir John Lyons. Master of Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge, 64: Mr Humphrey 
Lyttelton, jazz musician, 75; Mr 
Michael McCann, former Master of 


Corpus Christi College. Cambridge, 
72; Lady Olga Maitland MP,52;The 
Earl of Mount Charles, pop concert 
promoter, 45; Mr John Newcombe. 
tennis player, 52; Mr Peter Preston, 
editorial director. Guardian Media 
Group, 58; Mr Robert Songster, 
raceberee owner and breeder, 60: Mi 
Artie Shaw, clarinettist and band- 
leader, 86; Mr John Stevens, MEP, 
41; Sir Sandeison^ temple, former cir- 
cuit judge, 75. 

Anniversaries 

Births: £lj as Ashmole, muignarian, 
1617; Carolus Linnaeus, botanist, 
1707; William Hunter, obstetrician 
and medical writer, 1 718; Franz An- 
ton Meaner, physician, 1734; Sir 
Charles Barry, architect, 1795; 
Thomas Hood, poet and humorist. 
1799: Leo Baeck, rabbi and theolo- 
gian, 1873; Douglas Fairbanks (Dou- 
glas Htoo Thomas Ulman), actor, 
1883: Par Ptbian Lager kvisL novel- 
ist and poet, 1891; Dr Edmund Rub- 
bra, composer, 1901; John Bardeen, 
an inventor of the transistor. 19®. 
Deaths Girolamo Savonarola, , priest 
and reformer, strangled and burnt at 
the stake 1498; Captain William 
Kidd, naval officer, pirate and mur- 
derer. banged in London 1701; John 
Wood, architect and town planner, 


1754; Kit Giison. frontiersman, 1881; 
Leopold von Ranke, historian, 1881; 
Henrik Johan Ibsen, playwright, 
1906; Bonnie Paricer and Clyde Bar- 
row. outlaws, killed in an ambush 
1934; Jobs Davison Rockefeller, in- 
dustrialist and philanthropist, 1937; 
Lord Austin (Herbert Austin), mo- 
tor manufacturer, 1941; Heinrich 
Himmler, Nazi leader, mnwnitfpd sui- 
cide 1945; Jimmy (James Hands) 
McHugh, popular composer (“On 
the Sunny Side of the Street"), 1969. 
On this day: Joan of Arc was taken 
prisoner by tbe English, 1430; the De- 
fenestration of Prague took place. 
1618; Marlborough defeated the 
French at the Battle of RamiDles, 
1706; in Canada, the North West 
Mounted Police was established, 
1873; the Associated Press News Ser- 
vice was founded, 1900: Italy declared 
war on Austria- Hungary, 1915; 
Whipsnade Zoo was opened, 1931; 
tbe British parliament agreed a plan 
for tbe independence ofPhlesdne, but 
this was denounced by both Arabs 
and Jews, 1939; the decoration of the 
George Cross was inaugurated, 1939; 
Israel announced the capture of 
Adolf Eichmsnn, a former Nazi 
chief; I960. Today is the Feasr Day 
of St Aldhelni, St Desderius of Vi- 
enne, St Euphrotyne of Polotsk St 
Guibert, St fvo of Chartres, St John 


Directors. 156 Loudon Road. 


Baptist dri Rossi. St Leontins of Ros- 
tov and St William of Rochester. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum; John 
HaO, “Embossed Images on Paper'’. 
230pm. 

British Museum David Bradman, 
“Roubiliac’s Shakespeare: genius or 
gentleman 7 ', 1.15pm. . 

National Gallery: Stella Gambling, 
“Spring Chickens (iv): Vektequez’s 

Parly Painting s", 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery David 
Livingstone Lecture Series: Dr Tun 
Barringer, "Fabricating Africa: Liv- 
ingstone and the visual image", 
1 . 10 pm. 

Tate Gallery: Frances Botzelio, “Pi- 
casso’s Marie-Thhise^, 1pm. 
Unfnerrfty College London: Profes- 
sor Dome! Miller, "Ihking Man to 
Salisbury's", 5 30pm. 

Exeter University. Eddie George, 
“Shaping the Future", 130pm. 

Luncheons 

LordfCghCommissioiier 

The Lord High Conunisioaer to the 
General Assembly of tbe Church of 
Scotland, the Princess RoyaLgave a 
hmcheon yesterday at tire Palace of 


Holyroodbouse. Among those pre- 
sent were: 

The Eari and Countess of Aid*; Sr Iain and 
Lady Mngsret Tennant Mr and Mis NiaU 
Campbell; Tie Rev and Mi* Murray 
CJnliwn; ftpfasw CcrppwA; Mr ai4 Mn 
Aim Gordon Dulfc Mr and Mis Jaraca Hcp- 
bn* Scott; Mr and Mis John Jameson; Mr 
«nd Mis ftter Lcdorer. Professor and Mn 
Richard Whitfield. 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifland QC MR Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, held a luncheon 
yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SWI, in honour or Mr 
Habib Ben Yahia. Tunisian Foreran 
Minister. % 


avibtgu Jil t 

wealth Affaire, hosted a i 
terday at Lancaster Ha 
SWI, in honour of Mi 
seini. Chief Palestinian 
five in Jerusalem at 
Palestinian Negotiatin 
the Multilateral Trade I 
Process. 


Canning House 

The Eari of Limerick, President of 
Councfls at Canning House, was 
host for an address given yesterday 


evening b/ Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC 
MP, Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealih Affairs, follow- 
ing his recent visit to Latin Ameri- 
ca. 


Dinners 

Lord High Commissioner 

The Lord High Commissioner to die 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, the Princess Royal, gave a 
dinner lost night at the Phlace of 
Hotyroodhouse. Among those pie- 1 
sent were: • 

Vkt-Admiral Sir James and Lady Waiter, 
alt Rotator SrSlewait nod Lady Swhertand: 
Mr and Mn Cbfi» Andrews; Mr and Mn 
Gilbert Archer; Mr jUesmfcr Bruce; Dr John 
Caldwell; Mrs Erica Donnie; Professor and 
Mntfciek EI)wood;ThcRevTboniasiinlMn| 
Me Winiam; Dr AW. Pike; Mr and Mn Mark 
fyxrt Mr and Mn David Pridant Profo- 
sot and Mn Andrew Rutherford. 

Foundation Ear Scienoe and 
Technology 

Lord Butte (worth was in the chair ac 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 
yesterday evening at the Royal So- 
ciety, Carlton House terrace, fain- 
don SWI. Dr Craig Baker, Mryjhri 
Newing, Mr Andrew Foster and Mr 
Jonathan Bamford spoke on “In- 
formation Technology: the Police 
and Society”. 
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Bank warns lenders to 
cool mortgage frenzy 


THE INDEPENDENT • Thursday 23 May 1996 


BUSINESS NEWS DESK: tel 01 7 1 -293 2636 fax 017 1-293 209S 


Mortgage mania: five of the best 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Bank of England has 
warned banks and building so- 
‘deties to cool off the frenzy in 
the mortgage market by re ining 
back then generous discounted 
loans and cashback offers. 

Bank officials are concerned 
that lenders are not taking 
enough account of the risk of a 
sharp rise in interest rates or a 
downturn in the economy over 
the next few years that could 
bring a return of heavy Josses on 
mortgage /ending. 

Low inflation should lead lo 
lower average interest rates, but 
this does not mean an end to 
volatility in the cost of money. 
Bank officials believe. 

They are also urging lenders 
to be vigilant in choosing mort- 
gage customers and take more 


care about the terms on which 
loans are made. Lenders have 
also been told to be more open 
in their accounts about the 
costs of the deals they are of- 
fering and more realistic about 
the market shares they expect. 

The Bank's fears have been 
heightened by the prospect that 
several of the largest and most 
aggressive building sodeties. 
including Halifax, are in the 
process of becoming banks. 

At the moment they are not 
feeling the pain of the mortgage 
price war because they are 
cushioned by the large number 
of savers who are keeping cash 
m their accounts in expectation 
of payouts oo conversion. This 
means competition for new 
savings has eased, taking pres- 
sure off bank and building so- 
ciety savings rates. 

As a result, the overall prof- 


it margins remain at near- 
record levels, temporarily mask- 
ing the effect of the mortgage 
price war. The margin be- 
tween the standard variable 
mortgage rate and the instant 
access savings rate stands at 
about 4 percentage points. 

This high profitability is like- 
ly to fall rapidly once sodeties 
nave paid oat conversion wind- 
falls to depositors in the next 12 
to 18 months, putting upward 
pressure on savings rates. 

The Bank is concerned that 
some lenders could be amass- 
ing Large hidden liabilities. 
Banks as well as building sod- 
eties that are about to convert 
into banks are being told to 
come clean in their accounts 
about the cost of cashbacks 
and discounted mortgages. 

Few big mortgage lenders 
clarify in their accounts the ef- 


* Granada holds on to 
Meridien in hotels sale 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Granada, the media and leisure 
giant, is to keep the Meridien 
hotels it Inherited following its 
hostile £3.9bn takeover of 
Fbrte, at least for the “imme- 
.diate future", the company said 
yesterday. Bui Forte's exclusive 
hotels, including luxury tro- 
phies such as the Grosvenor 
House and the Hyde Park ho- 
tel in London, and the George 
V in Paris, will formally be put 
up for sale within 10 days, and 
could fetch as much as £lbn. 

"We came to the conclusion 
that we could enhance prof- 
itability at the Meridien hotels, 
and that it would better for 
share hold era," Charles Allen, 
Granada's chief executive, said. 

However, a Granada insider 
conceded the chain, which is 
largely run on management 
contracts, could still be sold off 
later, depending on market in- 
terest and the results of the prof- 
JA enhancement plaa 

Launching its hostile bid last 
November, Granada had said it 
would sell Forte's trophy hotels, 
its chain of motorway service 
areas, a majority stake in the 
Savoy Group ana a 25 per cent 
stake in Alpha Airports, the 
catering company, raising about 
at least £500ta. 

In the heat of the battle, 
however, Granada's then-chief 
executive Gerry Robinson, who 
has since become chairman, 
changed strategy, promising to 
sell the Exclusive and Meridien 
chains to help pay down the crip- 
pling debt Granada would take 
on to finance the acquisition. 

“When we came to look 
closely at the hotels, we began 
to make a determination about 


Lheir future profitability,” Mr 
Allen said yesterday. "We saw 
there was considerable scope to 
tighten up the Meridien chain " 
Large shareholders were told 
of the decision to keep the chain 
yesterday, and woe supportive of 
management, analysts said. 
‘There is apparently a high lev- 
el of cxxrrfbrt that the team of Ger- 
ry Robinson and Charles Allen 
can enhance profits," said one 
leading analyst ‘There is certainly 
no problem servicing the debt" 
The exclusive hotels will be 
offered to as many as 60 buy- 
ers who have "pre-qualifiecT for 
the sale, Granada insiders said. 
A sales memorandum with de- 
tailed information on the 17 
properties wfl] be sent to all 
those willing to sign a confi- 


dentiality agreement It is ex- 
pected that a short list of four 
potential buyers will emerge, 
followed by a auction. 

Sir Rocco Forte, who lost the 
bitter battle over his family com- 
pany, is expected to be among 
the bidders for at least some of 
the exclusive hotels, according to 
his advisers. He has been at- 
tempting to rase financing in the 
City to buy back as much of the 
core hotel assets as possible. 

It is believed some buyers will 
bid for several properties, par- 
ticularly those dubbed “sub- 
brands" by Granada. These 
include the two Wssibiny hotels 
(in London and New York) 
and the two Hotel Plaza Ath 6 - 
nie (in New York and Paris. 

Comment, page 25 


Occupancy rates in UK 
at best levels for decade 


The buoyancy of the UK hotel 
marketis underlined today hr 
a report showing occupancy 
rates are at their highest for a 
decade, writes Patrick Tooher. 

Average room occupancy lev- 
els last year rose to 69.6 per 
cent, up 7.1 per cent on 1994 
and a fifth higher than the lev- 
els recorded during the depths 
of the recession four years ago. 

London pot in .an even 
stronger performance with &L9 
per cent of rooms occupied on 
average, a 7.9 per cent im- 
provement on 1994, 

British hotel profits rose by 
9 per cent last year as average 
room rates jumped from £47.43 
to £50.17. 

Atypical London hotel room 


now costs £8&57 a night against 
£8L52 in 1994. 

Jonathan Langston, joint 
managing director of the re- 
port's authors, leisure consul- 
tancy BDO Hospitality says: 
“Increasing confidence levels 
have now been confirmed by 
these significant improvements 
in performance. Granada's de- 
cision to raise Fbrte’s hotel 
room prices was overdue and 
wiU pave the way for other 
hoteliers to consider their pub- 
lished tariffs and introduce 
price increases.” 

The report warns: The in- 
dustry must guard against the 
greed of the late 1980s and con- 
tinue to deliver value through 
ongoing investment." 


Ex-Birmingham Midshires 
finance boss found dead in car 


nic cicum 

Barry Cameron Small, the for- 
mer finance director at Birm- 
ingham Midshires who resigned 
suddenly last year after just a 
few months with the bidding , so- 
ciety, has been found deaain a 
fume-filled car. 

• His body was discovered in 
his car parked on Army land 
near his home in Farnham, 
Surrey. Police said his death, 
from carbon monoxide poison- 
ing, was not being treated as sus- 
picious. Mr Cameron Smaii 
left no notes indicating that he 
intended to take his own life 
Keith Brown, coroners’ offi- 
cer in GuDdford, said the dead 
man's widow had made a state- 
mem saying that her husband’s 
departure followed personality 
dashes between her husband 


and and Midshires' high-profile 
chief executive, Michael Jack- 
son, prior to his departure. 

But this was not being treat- 
ed as the cause of last week’s 
death, Mr Brown added. 

When he left his job in De- 
cember, Mr Cameron Smaii 
collected a £181,000 pay-off, 
taking his total pay for the year 
to £285,000, plus a £10,000 
pension contribution. _ 
Bir mingham Midshires, cur- 
rently the UK's 1 0th- largest 
society, is regarded as one of the 
more aggressive in its sector. It 
is stalking a smaller Midlands 
rival. West Bromwich, and is 
known to favour a _ takeover ty 
a bigger financial institution. 

Mr Cameron Small, 41, 
joined the society in early 1995 
and was involved in the pur- 



Sudden departure: Barry 
Cameron Smaii 

trahsedmortgage lender. Birm- 
ingham Midshires yesterday 
denied any personality clashes 
between Mr Cameron Smaii 


feet of alternative treatments of 
the costs of cashbacks and dis- 
counts and there is an argument 
in the industry about whether 
to spread the cost or charge it 
all in the first year. 

Abbey National spreads the 
cost of cashback offers over a 

period, lessening the impact, but 
said in its last annual report that 
if the whole cost bad been tak- 
en up-front profits would have 
been £105m lower. The Bank of 
England wants this openness 
adopted more widely. 

Lloyds TSB and Nat West are 
among those that spread the 
cost of cashbacks over several 
years while Barclays charges it 
in the first year - but none of 
them disclose the amounts. 
Halifax charges the full cost of 
cashbacks in the first year. 

The Bank’s Banking Act re- 
port yesterday said: “Over the 


past year, there has been a no- 
ticeable increase in the com- 
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home mortgages. Discounted 
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Betting men’s choice: Sir Ian Prosser (left) with Bass finance director Richard North 

Bets placed on a Bass 
bid for William Hill 


/inti woo — tr — - — . 

chase of Hypo MSL, a large cea-. and its chief executive. 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Bass was tipped yesterday as a 
likely bidder for William Hill 
following an unexpected write- 
down in the value of the Brent 
Walker betting shops chain. 

The writentown, from a value 
Of £696m to £428m, was widely 
seen as the prefade to a disposal 
at a price of about £45 0m. 

The increasing speculation 
followed higber-tban-forecast 
first-half profits from Bass and 
the refusal of Sir Ian Prosser, 
chairman and chief executive, 
to rule out any of the rumours 
that have made the company 
one of the City's favourite 
predator in recent months. 

Bass, which already owns 
930 betting shops through its 
Coral chain, is thought the 
most likely to snap up William 
Hill's L650 outlets in a deal that 
would make ft Britain's largest 
bookmaker, weQ ahead of Lad- 
broke, which has 1,900 outlets. 

Sir Ian played a straight bat 
yesterday to all the recent ru- 
mours, which have also linked 


Bass to a possible bid for Lad- 
broke and, most persistently. Al- 
lied Domeoq's 50 per cent stake 
in Carlsberg Tfetiey, Britain’s 
third biggest brewer after Bass 
and Scottish & Newcastle. 

He admitted, however, that 
with gearing of only 23 per cent 
Bass had plenty of firepower. 

John Leach, chief executive 
of Brent Whlker, attempted to 
pour cold water on the specu- 
lation, describing the write- 
down as a simple attempt to 
“paint a true ana fair picture of 
the value of the business. There 
is no hidden agenda”. 


after first-half profits emerged 
right at the top end of analysts' 
expectations. After interim pre- 
tax profits came in 10 per cent 
higher at £289m, brokers pushed 
up forecasts to between £670m 
and £675m from previous esti- 
mates of about £655m. 

After touching 800p, the 
shares dosed at 7SSp, 20p up on 
the day, as the market also di- 
gested an EL5 per cent rise in the 
half-year dividend to 7.7p. 

Since the beginning of 1995, 


Bass’s shares have risen by 
more than 50 per cent, outper- 
forming the rest of a rising 
stock market by 23 per cent. 

Analysts were wrong-footed 
by a smaller-th an -expected de- 
cline in the company’s leisure 
retailing arm, whidi includes the 
Coral betting shops. At the 
time of Bass’s annual meeting 
recently the company said first- 
quarter profits at the division 
were running 30 per cent lower 
than the previous year, thanks 
to the impact of the National 
Lottery and severe winter 
weather, but the decline was 
limited to only 17 per cent for 
the half year. 

Brent Walker said yesterday 
its operating profits bad fallen 
by 25 per cent as a result of the 
Lottery. It said there had been 
a permanent diminution in the 
profitability of the business. To- 
gether with a small write-down 
in the value of its Pubmaster pub 
estate, there was a £30Sm ex- 
ceptional charge against profits, 
which led to a loss in 1995 of 
£414Jm f£1415m loss). 

Investment column, page 24 
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Another society 
fanning to float, 
offers castibacks of 6 permit 
c»m up to. £9,000. But that” 
sum wfll^have to be repaid in 
the event of a redemption 
within the first six years. 
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US stance over 
Cuba sparks 
trade row 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


One of the most serious trade 
rows between industrial coun- 
tries of recent years erupted 
yesterday, pitting the United 
States against its main trading 
partners. 

The dispute, over a new US 
law allowing it to take Dra- 
conian action against foreign- 
ers doing business with Cuba, 
overshadowed the final day of 
the annual meeting of the Or- 
ganisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development 
in Paris. 

The ministerial meeting had 
struggled through the day to 
find a form of words that would 
affirm the industrial countries’ 
commitment to multilateral 
trading rules without con- 
demning America’s unilateral 
action too openly. 

But other countries, espe- 
cially Japan, were harsh in their 
criticism of the blatant US dis- 
regard for the normal world 


Sir Leon Brittan, the Eli's 
trade commissioner, also 
launched an unusually forth- 
right attack at the Paris meet- 
ing, saying the US had no right 
to impose its own policies on the 
rest of the world. 

The EU lodged a formal 
complaint about the US action 
two weeks ago. 

US officials had suggested 
that the same unilateral mea- 
sures could be taken against for- 
eign firms with investments in 
other “rogue" nations such as 
Iran and Libya. 

The “Helms-Burton" act 
stepping up the US embargo 
of Cuba was passed following 
the shooting in February of 
civilian planes piloted by 
Cuban- Am e ricans , killing four 
people. 

Papering over the row exer- 
cised officials’ ingenuity yes- 
terday. 

One official said: “The word- 
ing Of the communi que took a 
long time and was very finely 
crafted." 


It concluded that OECD 
members would: “strengthen 
confidence in and the cred- 
ibility of the multilateral trad- 
ing system by avoiding taking 
trade and investment measures 
that would be in conflict with 
World Trade Organisation and 
OECD rules.” 

Discussions between the US 
and its partners about how to 
resolve the dispute will contin- 
ue in the weeks before the next 
international meeting, the G7 
economic summit at the end of 
next month. 

However, the US raised the 
stakes by filing a separate com- 
plaint with the World Trade 
Organisation yesterday, alleging 
that some EU countries in- 
cluding Britain were charging 
excess tariffs on high- 
technology goods. 

The clash had one 
favourable side-effect for the 
British government. Ministers 
were pleased that the US was 
forced to drop its plans for the 
World Trade Organisation to 
try to incorporate minimum so- 
da! standards in trade agree- 
ments. 

Along with France, the 
Americans had argued that the 
best way to prevent Third 
World countries from exploit- 
ing child and forced labour 
would be to outlaw these prac- 
tices through trading rules. 
However, research by the 
OECD found no evidence that 
these forms of exploitation gave 
developing countries an unfair 
trade aefyantage. 

Britain, backed by several 
other countries, has firmly op- 
posed the introduction of “so- 
cial clauses". Ministers saw the 
US proposal as a form of back- 
door protectionism. 

The day after Russia's sur- 
prise application to join the rich 
countries’ dub, many minis- 
ters present called for a pause 
in new memberships. 

Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public pined earlier this year, 
and Korea, Poland and Slova- 
kia will become members within 
the next 12 months, taking the 
total to 30. 
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an invitation... 

TO MEET MANCHESTER 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 


The Manchester MBA Is acclaimed worldwide for Its 
practical ‘hands on’ project-fed approach, global 


it offers to pxrtidfmxiis. 

To find out more, we invite you to come and meet our 
staff and students at 

BtrmbtgboM - The Hyatt Regency Hotel (opposite ICC) 
on Tuesday 28 May ai 630 pm. 

Manchester- Manchester Business School 

on 'Wednesday 29 May at 530pm. 

loadom - The Institute of Directors, 1 16 Pali Mall 
at Thursday 30 May at 6.15pm. 

7b reserve a place at one of ibex presentations and/or to 
received brochure, tekpbrme: 

0956 70 98 88 

MANCHESTER BUSINESS SCHOOL 
BOOTH STREET WEST, MANCHESTER M|$ 6PB 

PROMOTING QUALITY TEACHING AND RESEARCH 


Mancbester Business School 
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Courtaulds shows fibre as cyclist 

The Investment Column 


Courtaulds. the chemicals group, has 
been hung out to diy on the raw ma- 
terials cycle over the past year. Few in- 
dustries could cope easily with costs 
that have nearly tripled and then 
halved again in the space of 1 2 months, 
but that is what Courtaulds has had to 
face with acrylonitrile and woodpulp, 
key ingredients in its acrylic and vis- 
cose businesses. It is hard to disag ree 
with Sipko Huismans, the outgoing 
chief executive, that the Courtaulds of 
the 1960s and 1970s would not have 
survived in such conditions. So profit 
cut 13 per cent to £131m in the year 
to March was a highly creditable per- 
formance in the circ umstan c es 

But Courtaulds continues to be 

dogged by this cyclical image, which is 
a shame, given its performance else- 
where. It has made a conscious effort 
to expand in the Far East, particularly 
in powder coatings. Demand has 
already outstripped supply from man- 
ufacturing facilities in China and Ko- 
rea, where new plants are under 
construction. 

Meanwhile, the group should also do 
well from the growth of the aerospace 
market, to which it supplies coatings 
and a new lighter sealant enabling air- 
craft to cany heavier payloads. 

But the main excitement remains 
Tencel, the revolutionary fibre into 
which the group has sunk around 
£3 00m in the past 10 years. The move 
into “very modest” profits in 1995-96 
from “significant" losses previously 
helped offset the collapse in acrylics 
and viscose profits last year. Despite 
having doubled capacity, all the out- 
put has already been sold and turnover 
could be hitting S400ra by the end of 
next year. Courtaulds reckons it could 
be 20 per cent of the business by early 
next century. 

Given the bigher-than-expected 
margins and the group's leading posi- 
tion in the market for Tencel, that 
would add an element of stability to the 
business. But with no plans for farther 
big disposals, the prospects for Tencel 
wifi be overshadowed by Courtaulds' 
exposure to the chemical cycle. 

The group and the market now be- 
lieves that the worst of the recent 
volatility is over, which goes a long way 
to explaining yesterday’s 7p bounce in 
the shares to 422p. The problem is that 
after such a mauling, customers are un- 
derstandably still fearful about stepping 
back into the market 

Success tn continuing attempts by 
Courtaulds to persuade suppliers to 
link raw material costs with selling 
prices would enhance the quality of 
earnings. Until then, after seeing mar- 
gins wiped out last year in acrylics and 
viscose, the big question is when the 
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bounce-back will come and how far it 
mil go. 

Profits of £ 170m this year would put 
the shares on a forward p/e of 16. That 
discounts the expected recovery. Hold. 


Land Securities 
a beached whale 


Land Securities. Britain's biggest land- 
lord, has ground to a halt Not because 
it isn't doing all the right things but be- 
cause it is so large that it can only ever 
be a proxy for a direct properly mar- 
ket that is itself flat as a pancake. 

Companies such as Chels field. 
Argent and Burford, with market val- 
ues of between £200m and £5 00m are 
stQl sufficiently nimble to dip in and out 
of those areas of the market that are 
showing some growth and small 
enough to make a meaningful differ- 
ence to their net worth with a handful 
of bold developments. 

LandSecs, worth more than £3bn. a 
quarter of the whole sector, does not 
nave that luxury, it is so large that its 


current £435m development pro- 
gramme, while doing exactly what it 
should be doing, is never going to do 
more than keep die supertanker head- 
ed in the right direction. 

Full-year profits for the 12 months 
to March confirmed the gloomy out- 
look for the company. 

Last gear’s paltry 02 per cent rise in 
rental income, by £600,000 on a base 
of £400m, is what the company must 
get used to in a low-inflation environ- 
ment where technological changes are 
reducing the amount of space that or- 
ganisations need to house staff. 

At the pre-tax profit line, there was 
actually a fall, by 29 per cent, compared 
with an average rise of 7.5 per cent over 
the last 10 years, and earning? per share 

slipped 1.9 per cent to 33.9p, where they 
provide a worryingly slim cover for a 
26p dividend, up an anaemic 4 per cent 

The most important measure for a 
property company is its net asset val- 
ue and that slipped 2p to 691 d. At that 
level the shares, which closed 5p high- 
er at 648p, stand at a discounl of about 
13 per cent to forecasts of the com- 
pany’s net worth of between 740p and 
760p by the end of the current year. 


ourtauids : at a glance 


Market value £1.71 tin, stare price 422p 
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That is about right given the support 
of a yield of 5 per cent 

The only reason to invest in Land 
Securities is if you believe that rents 
are about to take off, interest rates fall 
a lot further or the gap between prop- 
erty yields and the return ftomgOts nar- 
rows. None of those appears likely in 
the foreseeable future and there is 
much better value, even within the sec- 
tor, to be had elsewhere. 

Waiting for Bass 
to bait its hook 

Sir Ian Prosser has the look of a man 
who is emoying his new-found place in 
the limelight. Having been the sector's 

ugly duckling, Bass has emerged as the 
City’s favourite predator and has been 
linked with a oewfldermg array of 
drinks and leisure businesses, most rece- 
ntly Carisberg/Ifetiey and William HflL 

Bass has other reasons for smugness. 
With the exception of its leisure busi- 
nesses which, like everyone else’s in the 
industry, has been hit hard by the lot- 
tery, Bass’s wide spre^ of hotels, brew- 
ing, pubs and soft drinks operations all 
seem to be moving in the right direc- 
tion. Pre-tax profits of £289m were 10 
per cent up on the first half of last year 
and nicely above expectations. 

The company took a pasting in the 
City when it Wight Holiday Inn in 1989 
but the move new seems presdent The 
hotel industry is enjoying an upturn and 
its target of 3,000 mainly franchised 
sites by 1999 looks very achievable. 

Managed pubs are growing apace 
and 100 branded outlets are planned 
for the second-half, after 70 openings 
in the first The proportion of rood sates 
increased well and there was a big in- 
crease in the contribution from high 
margin, premium beers which helped 
operating profits rise 23 per cent. 

Elsewhere, brewing did well to 
squeeze a 9 per cent underlyingprofit 
rise out of a 15 per cent rise m UK beer 
volumes. Leisure, which takes in Coral 
betting shops, Gala bingo halls and 
bowling alleys, pleasantly surprised an- 
alysts with a 17 per cent fall after a 30 
per cent first-quarter shortfall 

Bass is financially strong, has an un- 
rivalled spread of leisure assets and 
throws off enough cash to fund an am- 
bitious £600m capital expenditure pro- 
gram and then some. On the basis of 
profits this year of £667m and £745m 
next time, the shares at 788p, up 20p, 
stand at a 10 per cent premium to the 
market, about the same as Whitbread 
and Scottish & Newcastle. It is worth 
it. Good value. 


Prepare to jockey in tfye 
executive sweepstakes 


City Diary 


John Willcock 


Jockeys bold the key to exec- 
utive pay - it's official. Acad- 
emics at the London School 
of Economics have been try- 
ing to figure out the best way 
to incentivise chief executives. 
First they decided that a pay- 
ment system should reward 
success handsomely and that 
die threat of dismissal for 
poor performance should be 
reaL They then researched an 
occupation where these un- 
derlying principles are ful- 
filled - jockeys. In a 
comprehensive 40-page sur- 
vey of British jockeys, races 
and prize money. Sue Femie 
and Professor David Metcalf 
found that racehorse owners 
did much better fay paying 
jockeys for wins, rather than 
paying them a fiat retainer 
fee for the season. The pair 
also found that when the likes 
of Willie Carson and Frankie 
Dettori win 10 per cent more 
races per season, they get 
paid an average £10,000 extra 
per year. Mega-rich owners 
that retain star jockeys with 
fees of up to £lm a year get a 
poor deal, they find. Ladies 
and gentlemen, please pre- 
pare to weigh in ~ 

Sir Colin Marshall may be 
just hours into die presidency 
of the Confederation of 
British Industry but be is al- 
ready feeling the heat The 
GBI has always theoretically 
been above party politics. 
Members were struck then 
when the chairman of British 
Airways «hani«»H John Major 
for his after-dinner speech to 



Carrot or stick? One way to incentivise 


the CBi, saying that he hoped 
the Prime Minister would be 
bade in the same capacity in 
two years' time to address 
them at the end of Sir 
Colin’s tenure. The new pres- 
ident passes off this gaffe, 
saying it was “politeness to a 
guest. I felt it was not an un- 
reasonable gesture.” Sir Colin 
has been even-handed with 
his political gestures so far - 
he included his name in the 
recent pro-Tbiy pamphlet of 
industrialists, and then said 
companies should not make 
political donations. Watch out 
for turbulence ahead. 

Executives at Sunderland- 
based Vhux Breweries are 
desperately trying to defuse a 
row which has split the North 


A team of Lloyd’s of London executives touring California to 
persuade US names to back the Lloyd's rescue package axe 
reeling from a forger who has sent letters to hundreds of in- 
vestors saying all the meetings are cancelled due to “lack of 
interest”. John Stace, deputy chairman of Lloyd’s, is leading 
the group in an effort to drum up support for the settlement 
He has won acceptances from hundreds of US names, which is 
impressive considering that until recently outstanding court 
actions against Lloyd’s prevented it even talking to American 
members. Now someone has got hold of headed note paper 
from the perfectly legitimate Association of Lloyd’s Members, 
and has written to names saying all the meetings have been 
scrapped. IJoyd’s have contacted the Californian police, who 
are investigating. Meanwhile Mr Stace ploughs on. 


Yortehire market town of 
Thirsk. The brewery, under 
chair man Sir Paul Nicholson, 
has just completed a three- 
month refurbishment of a 
popular local pub, the Red 
Bear. The tenant wants to re- 
name it the Darrowby Inn af- 
ter the fictional name given 
the town by vet Aif Wighi 
(aka James Herriot) in 
much-televised All Creatures 
Great and Small novels. 

The name change - sched- 
uled for next Monday when 
the pub reopens for business 
— is fine by Vanx, Mr Wight’s 
son and many others but has 
aroused the displeasure of the 
town council whose new may- 
or, Jan Marshall, says: “There 
is a lot of respect for Mr 
Wight in Thirsk and we are 
anxious that no-one cashes in 
on his name. We don't want 
the town turned into a kind of 
James Herriot Disneyland." 

Vans spokeswoman Hilary 
Florek is unmoved: “We’re 
talking to everyone involved 
to try to resohte this as soon 
as possible. The last thing we 
want is to cause a row in the 
town but the tenant is still 
’ keen for the name change to 
go ahead -end we have the 
hew signs ready and waiting 
to go up." 
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Hull liii!; on to ami keeping in touch with the important tilings in life Incomes a little easier, when you're 

holding an NEC mobile phone. For over ten years, our advanced and affordable mobile phones have been 

among Britain s most popular and most trusted. Now our new G8 mobile puts ail the extra advantages of 

intcnuitionui digital networks into vour hands. If von need to hold on to what vou hold dear, talk with NEC. 
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COMMENT 


‘Circumstances 
change and there 
are often good 
commercial reasons 
why it would be unfair 
to hold companies to 
the tetter of their 
takeover promises. 
Even so, the Forte 
camp has a 
right to feel aggrieved' 


Granada, takeover battles, and what people say 


perhaps deservedly, what is said in bid 
i battles often tends not to be scrutinised 
that closely or taken that seriously. Exag- 
geration and hyperbole are. after all, partof 
the cut and thrust of any contested takeover. 
None the less, advisers do have a duty of rare 
ovw the claims and promises being made. 

Granada yesterday gave details of the 
asset disposal programme promised at the 
time of its bid for Forte. In so doing it let 
drop that the Meridien hotels are oo longer 
for sale. The question is, does this amount 
to a breach of promise? It was certainly 
implied that Meridien was part of the pack- 
age of planned disposals in the final stages 
of the bid. That Granada can sn pppct one 
set of strategies in the heat of the battle, then 
calmly execute a U-turn, must be viewed as 
a bit rich. 

It wouldn’t be the first time. Al the out- 
set of the battle, in November, Granada said 
it would sell the trophy' hotels, the Savoy 
stake, the Alpha Airports holding and, of 
coarse, the Welcome Break motorway ser- 
vices operation, which it couldn’t have kept 
anyway due to competition rules. Of the rest, 
it would reinvigorate die roadside restau- 
rants and improve the profitability of the 
re m ai ning hotel operations. 

That was the stated strategy until Granada 
unveiled its increased offer. Suddenly, Geny 


“wedded" to the Exclusive and Mi 

hotels, having decided that the company 
couldn’t i mp r ove profits enough to warrant 


turning down attractive offers torn other 
buyers. Mr Robinson even hinted he had 
intended all along to dump the hotels, but 
had worried that Forte would accuse its 
predator of asset-stripping. At the mm* 
time, however, the bigger disposal pro- 
gramme helped to reassure investors and 
bankers over the financial risks of the 
increased offer. Now, apparently, we are 
back to plan A, oral least aversion of it 
Hardly any shareholders are uncomfort- 
able with the latest change of heart Most 
seem convinced that Granada can eke out 
enough profits to more than meet debt-ser- 
vicing needs. But would Granada have got 
the chance to prove the point had it not sug- 
gested the sale in the heal of the battle? In 
other words, would Granada have won? The 
answer to this is probably yes, but the point 
can never be proved. Circumstances chang e 
and there are often good commercial rea- 
sons why it would be unfair to hold compa- 
nies to the letter of what they say during the 
heat of battle. Even so, the Forte camp has 
a right to feel aggrieved. 

Remember the cycle, 
says the Bank 

W hat terrible spoilsports these bank 
supervisors are. As soon as the bous- 
ing market begins to recover marginally - 
helped by some tremendous deals m which 
lenders are virtually giving away their money 


for the first year or two- the Eeyoresin the 
Bank of England’s supervision department 
have an attack of misery about what its con- 
sequences might be. 

Last year, the Bank was equally strident 
in warning about trouble in store on corpo- 
rate lending, where ma rgins have dropped 
and covenants have weakened. Misery-guts 
or not, banking supervisors must act like 
supertanker captains, high up on the bridge 
scanning the radars for rocks that the crew 


cannot yet see over the horizon. One such 
distant rock could be a spot of economic 
trouble after a change of government. It is 
a fact that even a Labour Party firmly com- 
mitted to low inflation may suffer a bh of 
interest rate volatility for a while. 

As in all business cycles, juicy profits at 
the top increase the temptation among 
banks and building societies to forget the 
lessons of the recent past Many banks are 
reporting returns on capital as high as 35 per 
cent across their businesses, a level which is 
not sustainable. What really makes the 
supervisors worry is that when they add up 
every large mortgage lender’s target market 
share, it comes to many times 100 per cent 
of the market. Some of those lenders have 
costs so low they could wash their faces with 
a lending maigm of 0.28 percent, and oth- 
ers - mainly banks - require three times as 
much to break even. The worst-hit in the 
coming shakeout will be the higher-cost 
lenders that fail to reach their over-opti- 
mistic targets for market share. 


Mortgage mania in 19% could be sow- 
ing the seeds of banking industry trouble a 
year or two hence. There is no suggestion 
that any of these lenders are going to be seri- 
ously threatened by what they are domg now. 
But lending goes in cycles and there could 
be nothing worse for the housing market 
than to find lenders backing out because of 
shrinking profitability or even losses. There 
is a real possibility that today’s cut-price 
mortgages will be paid for with much mote 
expensive rates in a few years’ time. 

CBI stands up 
to be counted 

A d American politician once famously 
observed that the interesting thing 
about the Non Aligned Movement was pre- 
cisely who it was non-aligned with. Much 
the same thought springs to mind whenever 
the Confederation of British Industry 
parades its non-aligned credentials as far as 
party politics goes. 

The organisation’s political neutrality was 
on display a gain yesterday as it patiently 
explained why it stood foursquare behind 
John Major on Europe even as he was 
threatening to tear up everything the CBI 
has so patiently worked for over the years 
with its Continental counterparts. If you 
accept the outgoing president Sir Bryan 
Nicholson’s spin on events this is nothing 
more than a spat between dub members that 


has been whipped into John Major's Water- 
loo by hysterical headlines in the right-wing 
press. In contrast, his reference to the xeno- 
phobic Eurosceptic tendency as “a plague of 
locusts]’ is, of course, a model of restraint 

and objectivity. 

Moreover, says the CBI, it is perfectly 
possible for a member state to bring Brus- 
sels to a standstill in pursuit of its own legii- 
imate interests - in this case the lifting of the 
beef ban - whilst simultaneously remaining 
at the heart of Europe. After all, the Ital- 
ians did precisely the same thing over milk. 

To those with a less tutored eye than Sir 
Bryan and his successor. Sir Colin Marshall, 
it is rather harder to sue how the two can be 
reconciled. For the past decade the CBI has 
tefn, the voice of reason, advocating lhat 
Britain's interests can only be best served if 
it is at the centre of Europe, shaping policy 
and benefiting from the leverage and influ- 
ence that comes with being pan or the 
world's biggest trading block. 

Much the same thesis was run through 
yesterday even as the rest of Europe was 
ga n ging up on Britain in retaliation over 
Britain's promise to undermine the forth- 
coming Inter-Governmental Conference. 

The CBI, as wc argued in these columns 
yesterday, is right ro stand up and he 
counted against the Eurosccptics. But by 
then endorsing Mr Major's stand unques- 
tioningly it risks strengthening the hand of 
its opposition. But that, as they say, is 
politics. 


.Writs fly in 
Oasis legal 
wrangle 


NIGEL COPE 

The directors of the Oasis 
fashion chain are facing a legal 
wrangle after the founders of 
the original group issued writs 
against the company and its 
main board directors. 

The writs were served against 
five members of the board, in- 
cluding brothers Michael and 
Maurice Bennett who ran the 
business. Venture capital group 
Apax Partners is also cited. 

The claims include allegations 
of fraud, bread) of fiduciary 
duly and conspiracy ahead of 
the collapse of the original Oa- 
sis business in 1991. The papers 
were served on the directors as 
they prepared for the company's 
annual meeting in London yes- 
terday morning. 

The allegations are the latest 
in a kmg-rurming bank between 
the present board and Graham 
and Edwina Brown, a husband 
and wife team who formed the 
original business in 1973 after 
leaving university. 

The pair threatened legal 
action last year when Oasis 
was preparing fora stock mar- 
ket flotation, forcing the com- 
pany to include an “erratum” in 
its prospectus. 

Speaking after a brief meet- 
ing in front of a handful of 
shareholders, chairman Maurice 
Bennett said the company and 
its directors would “vigorously 
defend” the allegations. 

He added that the claims 
were the same as those which 
surfaced last year. “I don’t 
think there is anything new in 
these claims. We believe there 


is no case to answer.” The al- 

of thd Oasis business in!l$M 
three years after the Bennetts 
bad taken a majority stake in the 
company. The Browns claim 
that the Bennetts colluded to 
push Pinecord, the bolding 
company, into liquidation. 
Michael and Maurice Bennett 
later bought the company back 
from the liquidators for £1.6m 

Oasis has once proved a 
spectacular success with sales 
growth eclipsing most of its 
high street rivals. 

The company was Soared on 
the stock market last year at 
148p; the share price is now 
420p, valuing Oatas <tj22Qnfc- 

Mfchaei and Mauijee Ben- 
nett sold shares WrktnTl lm as 
part of the listing. Their re- 
maining stake is worth more 
than £30m. 

The seeds of the conflict 
date back to 1988 when the Ben- 
nett brothers and venture cap- 
ital group Apax partners 
invested in Pinecord. While 
the Bennetts brothers were 
keen to expand the chain, the 
Browns claim they preferred a 
more cautious strategy with 
lower head office costs. 

The Bennetts say foe com- 
pany failed due to h i gh shop 
rents signed during the property 
boom of the 1980s. 

They also say that as major- 
ity shareholders who had in- 
vested £2m in the group, they 
lost more through its collapse 
than anyoneThe Bennetts lat- 
er bought Oasis back from the 
iaptoWors beating off other bid- 
ders with an offer of £1.6m. 



Liberty’s flagship store in Regent Street survives the shake-up whtctrwill see 350 jobs go 

20 branches shut in Liberty blitz 


NIGEL COPE 

Liberty, the upmarket retailer 
that is being restructured under 
new management, has an- 
nounced a radfcal sbak&up erf the 
12ffyear-old group that win see 
350 job losses and the closure of 
all 20 regional brandies. 

' The company plans to con- 
centrate on its flagship Regent 
Street store in London and the 
international development of 
die brand. 

The 20 provincial stores, in 
cities such as Bath, Glasgow 
and Cambridge, will dose by Au- 
gust a a cost of £5 m. 

The closures include one 
branch in the City of London 
opened only last year. The two 


branches at Heathrow Airport 
which are profitable, will be re- 
tained. Another Heathrow out- 
let will open in Terminal 2 this 
week and a fourth al Tfenninal 
4 in August. 

The three branches of Muji, 
which are operated under a 
joint venture with a Japanese 
group, are unaffected. 

Commenting on the closures, 
new chief executive Ian Thom- 
son said: “We want to focus on 
the flagship store and the in- 
ternational development of the 
Liberty brand. We are not able 
to replicate the atmosphere of 
the Regent Street store, or the 
range of its assortment in the 
regional branches.” 

Thomson said Liberty 


would expand internationally. 
More airport outlets are ex- 
pected, though it is likely they 
will be larger, and dty centre 
stores may also be opened. 

The closure programme 
fuelled speculation yesterday 
that the Stewart-Liberty family, 
wbo founded the company in 
1875 and still own 44 per cent 
of the shares, might dedde to 
reduce their holding. The 
shares fell 15p to 370p. 

The decision to pull out of 
regions such as Brighton, Bath 
and Glasgow is part of a strate- 
gic review of Liberty under- 
taken by Dennis Cassidy, who 
joined Liberty as chairman last 
year. 

It follows a profits warning in 


April when the company oust- 
ed its then chief executive and 
passed the final dividend. Lib- 
erty warned then that its pretax 
profits for the year to January 
would fell from last year’s £3.6m 
to not more than £Llm. 

The board's action has the 
support of Biyan Myerson, the 
South African investor who 
has 17 per cent of Liberty's 
shares and successfully cam- 
paigned for the modernisation 
of the group. Many of his plans 
have been enacted, including 
the enfranchisement of non- 
voting shares. 

Andrew Garety has been ap- 
pointed finance director. He 
held a similar post at Bod- 
dington, the pubs group. 


CBI closes ranks behind Major in EU squabble 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The leadership of the CBI yes- 
terday dosed ranks behind John 

Major over his stance on Eu- 
rope despite fears that it could 
^rebound badly on business in- 
•le rests and steogthen the hand 
still further oflbry Euro-scep- 
tics. . 

Sir Colin Marshall, in his 
first appearance as CBI presi- 
dent, said he “strongly agreed” 


with the Prime Minister’s pol- 
icy of non-cooperation with 
Brussels, adding: “I would not 
have thought that the 
the PM took is particularly go- 
ing to encourage any more the 
efforts of tiie Euro-sceptics. I do 
not anticipate this tactic is go- 
ing to have an effect cm busi- 
ness." 

He was backed by the out- 
going CBI president. Sir Bryan 
Nicholson, who described the 


stand-off between Britain and 
its EU partners as little more 
than a spat and criticised the 


lines . 

“We entirely understand why 
he has taken, the stance he has 
and the business position has to 
be one of sympathy," Sir Biyan 
said. “All dubs have spats. 
These thing s happen and an as- 
sertion of your national inter- 


est within the dub is quite le- 
gitimate.” - 

He rejected suggestions that 
Mr Major’s stance could render 
Britain a “semi-detached” 
member of the European 
Union or allow the Euro-scep- 
tics to hijack policy on Europe. 

But he acknowledged thai the 
“noise and flak” in the back- 
ground from anti-European 
wing of the Toiy Party was “sin- 
gularly unhelpful’’. 


Yesterday's monthly meeting 
of the CBI’s ruling council was 
told by one Japanese-owned 
fern that coverage of the row 
with Europe had prompted 
worried calls from Tbkyo to ask 
whether the UK was contem- 
plating withdrawal from the 
European Union. 

Sir Bryan, who used his 
speech to the OBI’S annual 
dinner on Tuesday night to at- 
tack the “churlish xenophobia” 


of the Euro-sceptics, said the 
Prime Mmister bad been correct 
to draw a line in the sand over 
the continuing beef ban. 

Both he and Sir Colin insist- 
ed that the pursuit of national 
interests by individual members 
states was legitimate and not in- 
consistent with a desire to re- 
main in the mainstream of 
Europe. The CBI said that it 
stood foresquare behind Mr 
Major. 


In Brief 


• Affiance & Leicester, the UK’s fourth-largest building soci- 
ety, yesterday is to dose more than 400 of its branch agencies, 
traditionally linked to estate agents’ shops. The society said the 
closures, set for the end of August, was decided because they do 
not have the technology needed to meet demands for new prod- 
ucts and services it wants to launch. The 50 remaining agencies 
that do will be reprieved. 

• Kingfisher, the Woohvorths to B&Q retail group, added to 
high street optimism t*y announcing an 11 percent rise in turnover 
to £l.24bn in the 13 weeks to 4 May. Like-for-iike sales were up 
6.4 per cent, inducting a strong recovery from the second half of 
last year at B & Q, Kingfisher's problematical DTY chain. B & 
Q enjoyed a 3.4 per cent uplift in underlying sales and said it took 
market share from rivals in February and March. There had been 
a revival in the DIY market since April, it added Kingfisher also 
announced it was to seek a secondary listing on the Paris bourse. 

• BAA and SwissAir were involved in a war of words as the bid 
battle for control of the Alldeis duty-free business resurfaced 
BAA said SwissAir’ s £145m offer fails to take into account some 
of the commercial realties of the deal. SwissAir hit back saying 
its offer has no strings attached and trumps BAA's £130tn deal 
which was agreed by Aliders on Friday. SwissAir wants Allders 
to present its offer to shareholders together with the BAA deal 
at an emergency meeting. 

• Toys *R’ Us, America’s biggest toy shop chain, yesterday faced 
anti-trust charges after federal trade regulators voted to initiate 
action. The Federal Trade Commission said the group “has used 
its market power to keep toy prices higher". The two-year 
investigation by the commission has questioned executives of the 
company about allegations it pressured manufacturers not to sell 
some toys to rival retailers, especially discounters. The compa- 
ny, which commands a fifth of the $I9bn US toy market, said on 
TUesday its buying practices were designed to protect its hefty 
investment in the toy industry, not to bully toy manufacturers. 

■ The House of Lords yesterday paved the way for an estimated 
S3bn-worth of settlements in the London reinsurance market. The 
Law Lords upheld last October’s Court of Appeal ruling on the 
“pay as paid” issue. This means that reinsurers wfl] now have to 
pay out in full on claims from an insolvent insurer, even if the 
insurer has not yet paid out against claims made by its own 
customers. The decision on Charter Reinsurance versus Fagan 
will enable half a dozen similar big cases pending in the London 
market to be resolved 

• The Independent Tfelevisioa Commission yesterday invited sub- 
missions on its draft licencing conditions for the launch of digi- 
tal terrestrial television in the UK. The enabling legislation for 
DTT is still before Parliament, but the ITC argued it needed to 
consult on the terms of the licences as early as possible if the ser- 
vice is to be up and running by 1998. as the Government hopes. 
The ITC which will regulate most aspects of the new service, is 
to licence so-called “multiplex operators,' 1 who will be free to bid 
for as many as 3 of six available multiplexes. Viewers will be able 
to receive as many as 30 channels under the scheme, but will re- 
quired to buy a set-top box. The broadcasting industry has been 
lukewarm about DTTs prospects, due to its high cost and high 
risk. 

• CrestCo. the company developing an electronic settlement sys- 
tem for the London Stock Exchange, is on target to begin oper- 
ating 15 July. The new system, which wfll bring paperless 
settlement to Europe’s largest equity market, plans to begm ac- 
tually setllinj 
place 
April. 

• Capita Group, 3i and Mercury Asset Management have been 
put on the Government's shortlist of potential purchasers for Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, the publisher of government docu- 
ments, Capita said. A further announcement regarding the com- 
position of the management team and the purchase will be made 
if the consortium is successful in its offer. 

• Williams Holdings is “encouraged” by its peformance in the 
second quarter but warned that recent improvements in market 
conditions in North America will be offset by “general weakness" 
in continental European markets. 



r The economy 
was on course 
to meet the in- 
flation target and 
the reductions in 
interest rates in 
recent months 
had been fully 
justified ? 

Kenneth Clarke 

/ The downside 
risk had not 
yet materialised 
and the probabil- 
ity of stronger 
growth later in 
the year and into 
(text was quite 
high J 

Eddie George 


Clarke ready to raise 
rates but sees no need 


WANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth Clarire said for the sec- 
ond month funmng that he 
was prepared to raise interest 
rates if the economy started to 
expand too fast However, min- 
utes of his April meeting with 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, showed 
that the Chancellor thought 
there was no danger of having 
to do so soon. 

The minutes reported the 
Chancellor saying: “He would 
be prepared to raise interest 
rates if the economy did begin 
to grow unsustainably fast but 
noted that there were present- 
ly no signs of Uris.” 

Growth wasbdow trend and 

> ■ nr Ti-m-lTrrf*n 


nmauonaiy -- 

very subdued, he added. How- 
_____ ,i rr»->TMv»llnr masted 


that growth could reach 3 per 
cent this year. 

Geoff Dicks, an economist at 
NatWest Markets, said: “So 
long as the Chancellor contin- 
ues to hold that view his scope 
for any rate cuts s curtailed, if 
not completely eliminated-” 

Mr daike’s optimism flies in 
the face of a cut in the internal 
Heasuiy growth forecast below 
3 per cent, reported in the In- 
dqxmdent recently. 

The Bank of England has 
subsequently warned that in- 
terest rates might need to rise 
if the Government wants to hit 
its inflation target in 1998. 

In its Inflation Report earli- 
er this month it predicted in- 
flation was “marginally” more 
likely than not to be above Z5 
per cent by then. 

Mr George and Mr Clarice 


in April, the month after a 
third cut in the cost of borrow- 
ing. Mr George said the pause 
in manufacturing could last 
some time but growth would 
probably be stronger later in the 
year. 

The Governor yesterday ac- 
claimed the success of the 
framework for setting monetary 
policy. In a foreword to the 
BanJrs annual report he said the 
delayed publication of monthly 
meetings with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had made the 
debate more open. 

Too much attention bad been 
paid to his “technical" dis- 
agreements with the Chancel- 
lor, he wrote. 

Mr George's own £3,008 pay 
rise to £232,423 in the year to 

February represented a modest 

13 per cent, well within the 2.4 
per cent inflation rate. 


Norton men 
convicted 
of fraud 

A two-year investigation into the 
affairs of Norton, the motorcycle 
group, involving the Serious 
Fraud Office culminated 
yesterday in two men being 
convicted on fraud charges, 
writes Magnus Grimond. 

Simon FusscD, chairman of 
Minty, a furniture group, and 
Rudolph De Mendonca, a 
former stockbroker with the 
firm of Whitefriars, were found 
guilty at Southwark Crown 
Court of conspiring to defraud 
Priest Marians Holdings. De 
Mendonca was also convicted of 
two forgery offences. 

The charges involved a £lm 
fraud and related to the sale of 
Bride House, in London's Shaft- 
esbury Avenue in 1989. Fussell 
disguised the profit he was mak- 
ing on the safe by creating a fic- 
traocs individual, “Katie Chafes”, 
said to be of Iranian origin. 



MSc Networked Information Engineering 

Does your organisation need to integrate and exploit 

Global Communications 
Integrated Networks 

The Internet as a business opportunity within 
the context of business strategy 

to gain competitive advantage. Then yon need to develop 

Systems Designers 

wbo can understand die technologies and are able to design business systems which, 
for example, integrate portable PCs with digital cellular telephones to create innovative 
business IT systems solutions. 

A new innovative, wwttiTnr mflgm pr ngrnnnmp based (8) inte grate d distance learning 
with residential workshops every six months and supported by advanced computer 
conference facilities will commence in October this year at Sheffield Haham 
University. 4 

For further details on this exadftg nao prognwviu please ccnv’ta y 

Professor Itm Drqffan an 0JJ4 253 3} 60, 

Dr Gaff Cuts on 0114 253 3117 or 
Aitona Sconhorm on 0114 253 3774 
E-mail L VZDrafian@sht.Bc.vk 
E-mail G-Cvns@stai.ac.uk 
VCbrid aide mb kapHhntBtc.shu.ae.ukl 
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FT-SE 100 

3764.2 -25.2 


Electricities dim following National Power’s surge 


TAKING STOCK 


FT-SE 250 

45123 -16.9 


FT-SE 350 

1906.9 -11.5 


SEAQ VOLUME 

820m shares, 
34,579 bargains 
Gifts Index 
92.29 -0.36 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



National Puwer is b affling even 
the most hardened stock mar- 
ket professionals. On Friday, 
Britain's biggest generator 
electrified investors by an- 
nouncing a special lOQp a 
share dividend, worth I25p a 
share to tax exempt institutions, 
and a 49 per cent increase to 
23p in the ordinary dividend. 

The shares were standing at 
516p ahead of (he dividend 
declaration; they zoomed to 
547p and have been in decline 
since, falling Sp to 520p yes- 
terday. 

Its a remarkably dim per- 
formance for a share har- 
bouring such a big dividend 
payment. Hither the market 
takes the view the shares are 
really worth around 410p or 
someone, somewhere has got 
their wires crossed. 

It is true NP enjoyed a huge 
surge ahead of the special 
payment announcement. But 
the excitement was due to a 
possible American takeover 


bid which Ian Lang, the Board 
of Trade president, appeared 
less than keen to endorse. 

An explanation for the share 
performance is difficult to elic- 
it There is the usual talk of 
technical factors with a sug- 
gestion income funds have 
been so inundated with cash 
this year they decided to sell 
rather than have their dividend 
coffers overwhelmed by NP 
generosity. “Don’t forget", said 
one trader, “the income funds 
do rot want to be swamped this 
year in case it makes nest 
year’s display look too bad". 

There is also a worry the 
Government could be influ- 
enced by the outcry which fol- 
lowed the announcement and 
move to block the payment Af- 
ter all Whitehall is, directly and 
indirectly, making life so dif- 
ficult for the privatised utilities 
that the market is asking who 
is running the companies, the 
directors or the regulators and 
Government. 



MARKET REPORT 


l,813p, some 40p below their 
.The belief easts in some 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


NP, blocked by Mr. Lang 
lidding £25bn for South- 


from bidding, 
em Electric, will daim much of 
the hand-out cash from the sale 
of three power stations to 
Eastern, the Hanson owned 
utility. 

NP is also, probably, suf- 
fering from the market's grow- 
ing disenchantment with 
utilities as regulatory influ- 
ences make life increasingly 
difficult for the privatised 
groups. 

National Grid, seen as a sit- 
ting duck for a regulatory blast, 

fell 6p 177 Ap, a low since the 
228p flotation late last year. 
The share fall throws a more 
favourable light on the ability 
of Hanson to get out at the 


right rime. It sold, m a con- 
troversial deal, its 125 per 
cent Grid stake to James Capel 
at 19L5p a share; a price re- 
garded at the time as ludi- 
crously cheap. 

Other electricities faded; 
old takeover favourites York- 
shire lost 23p to 707p and Lon- 
don Electricity 27p to 702p. 
Waters, where there are also 
fears of regulatory pain, sunk 
with Anglian down 17p at 
518p; Thames 9p at 542p and 
United Utilities lOp at 54&p. 

Thors EMI was given spin 
as the market debated the 
proposed demerger. It is due 
to split in August with share- 
holders given details on 22 July- 

The shares rose 17p to 


peak. 

quarters that the demerger 
will be sandbagged before it 
can take place by a hostile bid. 
Others suggest once the music 
and rental sides are divided 
there will be a stampede to buy 
the music division with the 
rental ride left to its own de- 
vices. 

Sony, the Japanese giant, is 
the favourite to pre-empt the 
demerger with a £22 a share of- 
fer. Breakup valuations stretch 
from £19 to£23. 

The FT-SE 100 index suf- 
fered a 252. points fail to 
3,764 2, largely influenced by 
activity- or the lack of it - in 
the futures and gilts markets. 

Bass, the leisure group, 
managed a 20p gain to 788p on 
its results and Kingfisher’s 
upbeat trading statement was 
responsible for a I2p gain to 
620p. Bio shares were mostly 
lower and oils succumbed to 
profit taking. 


BTR was weak, off 45p to 

290p, on worries of more bear- 
ish sentiment and Bank of 
Scotland lost some takeover 
froth, giving up lip at 26Sp. 

AUders gained 3-5p to 
2135p as Swissair duly put in 
a higher offer, around £145 m, 
for the group's duty free op- 
erations. 

A £13Qm offer from BAA, 
down 8p at 499p, has been ac- 
cepted. 

Lloyds Chemists was un- 
settled by a 4.2 million agency 
cross at 465p, falling 4p to 
478p. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group which has acquired 
British Rail’s northern main- 
tenance company for £9m, 
zoomed 25p to S9p on its re- 


□ Michael Page, the recruit- 
ment group, is attracting at- 
tention. The shares at 324p 
are riding at a 12-month 
high, up from I25p, There is 
talk of US buying and some 
big trades have gone through. 
Profits more than doubled 
last year to tn.tm around 
£21m is likely this yean 


Tm> buoyant debuts are 
expected today. Epic Multi- 
media should hit 12op fr om a 
105p sale price and Mulberry, 
a brands group with interna- 
tional ambitions, may trade 
30f> above its 153p placing. 


turn. A placing and open offer 
t raise £21 -7m. 


wfll 1 . 

GJencar Exploration, with a 
slightly reduced loss of 
£199,000, added 2p to 74p; it 
is planning a gold investment 
in Uganda. 


0 Boardroom action at Birk- 
chief executive George 
Malulski is one going, selling 
his 55 percent stoke to new 
group managing director 
Steven Smith at 6-5p. Ex- 
Rover chief Kevin Moriey re- 
mains chairman. The shares 
rose 0.75p to 8p. 
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PREMIUM BOND 
CHECKLINE 


There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by calling: 


0891 111 924 
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Pick ’n’ mixing offers a solution to jobless crisis 


High unemployment can be solved, 
and il is clear what form the solutions 
have to take. But this dramatic con- 
clusion of the two-year Jobs Study 
conducted by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and De- 
velopment, and presented to minis- 
ters in Paris (his week, is not 
necessarily good news for politicians 
grappling with the problem. 

For it is a bitter medicine. The so- 
lutions the OECD’s experts have 
identified require many European 
governments to accept that in a 
changed world they cannot continue 
to run their economies in the way 
they have for the past 50 years. 

in other countries such as the US 
and UK they require acceptance that 
fiercely contested policies which 
have removed traditional union, 
workplace and social security rights 
have nevertheless created more jobs. 

During the past two years it is dear 
that the governments of almost all 
industrial countries have come to 
accept, to some extent, the diagnosis 
presented in the OECD's exhaustive 
research. 

Briefly, it is that almost all the 
unemployment in the industrial 
world has structural causes, as the 
chart (top right) demonstrates. 

Boosting the economy through the 
traditional methods of lower taxes or 
lower interest rates would make 
some difference to the jobless total 
but not much. Structural unem- 
ployment has ratcheted up due to the 
eff|jet of existing industrial rela- 
UcK practices and benefit structures 
in a world economy that has suffered 
a series of shocks ran ring from 
higher oil prices in the 1970s to the 
introduction of new information 
technologies. 

By and large, most governments 
accept the validity of this view - even 
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those, like the Germans, who earlier 
resisted iL 

At the OECD meeting this week 
Lorenz Schomenis, a German econ- 
omy minister, said: “Since all the 
studies considered reliable demon- 
strate that Europe’s growth 
employment problems are largely of 
a structural nature, our policy re- 
sponse must take the form of mea- 
sures to improve these structures.* 

The recent programmes an- 
nounced by the German government 
take this as their point of departure, 
he added. 

It was hard to find a minis ter at 
the annual Paris get-together who 


disagreed. However, you only have 
to read reports of new strikes in Ger- 
many this week to see the stumbling 
block. Governments might have 
reached a consensus but they have 
not marketed It to their electorates. 

Who can blame them? Although 
Margaret Thatcher won re-election 
in 1983 and 1987, she was one of the 
most hated of British politicians 
because of her determination to 
destroy union influence and dereg- 
ulate the economy. It was a divisive 
strategy that will not play well in 
other countries. 

It is clear that many Continental 
politicians see their task as choosing 
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the best point on a tradeoff between 
unemployment and inequality, a 
trade-off that has pushed Britain and 
the US towards the low unemploy- 
ment, high inequality end, and coun- 
tries like Sweden and France to the 
other extreme. 

Earnings inequality has risen 
fester in Britain, the United States, 
and New Zealand -the three coun- 
tries most praised by the OECD for 
their labour market flexibility— than 
elsewhere in the industrialised worid. 
Other countries would like to move 

a bit further towards the British end 
but are not prepared to go all the 
way. 

The British government argues 
passionately, privately supported by 
OECD economists, that the notion 
you can have either flexibility or fair- 
ness, but not both, is bogus. 

Angela Knight, economic secre- 
tary to the Theasuiy, stressed that 
unemployment was the biggest 
source of inequality. 

“dearly the most effective way to 
tackle what is called social exclusion 
is to create jobs,” she said. But she 
agreed that the message of fairness 
through flexibility, as opposed to fair- 
ness versus flexibility, had not yet 
been widely accepted 

It is not an easy message to sell at 
a time when growth has slowed in 
Europe and unemplo y ment is rising. 
Any attempt to tackle the economic 
structures that underlie high job- 
lessness will bring governments into 
a head-on dash with vested interests, 
including the unions whose role is 
threatened by industrial decline and 
job flexibility, at a time when the pub- 
lic has a low opinion of economic 
policies, anyway. 

Same OECD governments are not 
happy about the organisation's direct 
criticism of their current anti- 
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Structural and cyclical unemployment 


unemployment rate, 1995 (%) 
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unemployment strategies. For 
example, this week the OECD made 
public its objections to some mem- 
bers' training or public sector work 
schemes, which it argues merely 
qualify the jobless for another sub- 
sequent spell of unemployment. 

Yet it looks inevitable that many 
win follow at least some of the 
organisation's advice. Although most 
Continental governments remain 
attached to some of the things swept 
away in Britain during the Thatch- 
er years -whether a minimnm waga, 
collective bargaining or high unem- 
benefit levels - they are 
:ly to adopt a pick’n’mix of poli- 
cies from the organisation’s list (see 
box, left). 

Will the OECD see member 
countries adopt the radical pro- 
gramme of reform it thinks will be 
necessary to make a big impact on 
the unemployment numbers? Defi- 
nitely not at a time when headlines 
across the industrial world shout of 
more job losses, and we have been 
told by an influential Will Street guru 


that “downsizing'' is bad for the 
economy. 

The gap between public opinion 
and the OECD view of the way the 
jobs market works is dearly huge. 
Britain would like to see the think- 
tank spread the gospel by publish- 
ing some detailed research into the 
numbers, much as the Council of 
Economic Advisers did recently for 
the US. 

Exactly which jobs have gone and 
which have been created? How 
much do the new jobs pay compared 
to the old ones? Hew mobile arc peo- 
ple between jobs and bow do their 
eammg s vary over their career? 

In the US. the CEA found that 
two-thirds of the net 8 milli on jobs 
created since 1992 paid higher than 
median earnings- Evidence like this 
could perhaps provide the kind of 
proof that will be needed to swing 
public opinion. 

Early research due to be published 
soon by the OECD suggests that 
there has been no trend towards 
greater downsizing during the past 


two business cycles, except perhaps ; 
slightly in the US. Elsewhere, job ■ 
destruction and creation have varied 
during the cycle but stayed un- 
changed on average. I 

However, the terms of new jobs 
have changed, with more shon-iorm 1 
contracts or part-time work, for in- ■ 
stance. In addition, young people are ’ 
more affected by downsizing than 
other groups, forming a bigger chunk ‘ 
of the group of labour market “out-" 
riders”. 

There has always been a split be- 
tween those who have full-time, 
permanent jobs on good terms and 
the rest, but the split is becoming 
wider. 

Having an unsatisfactory job ? 
might be better for your income and 
well-being than being unemployed 
but it will not disguise the fad that 
your position relative to other people 
with other jobs has deteriorated. This . 
goes a long way towards explaining 
why the message of flexibility has^ 
made little impression on public 
opinion. 
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sport 

Baulch joins 
one-lap race 
for Atlanta 


Mike Rowbottom meets the Welsh 400m 
runner behind the peroxide blond dreadlocks 


It is not easy to miss Jamie Baulch. 
Peroxide dreadlocks give him a 
unique image in British athletics, and 
his eccentric tonsorial taste is about 
to be highlighted in a promotional 
campaign by Vidal Sassoon. 

Having decided upon an Olympic 
theme. the company used Baulch and 
his Welsh team-mate, Paul Gray, as 
models for postern which wQl soon be 
on display throughout the country. 

But Baulch, who will start his in- 
ternational season on home ground 
this Saturday in the Welsh Games at 
Cardiff, is rapidly establishing himself 
as an athlete outstanding for perfor- 
mance as much as appearance. And 
he, too. has decided upon an Olympic 
theme this s umme r as he strives for 
a 400 metres place in Atlanta. 

British competition in this event has 
never been stronger, with established 
figures such as Roger Black, Du'Aine 
Ladejo, Mark Richardson and the 
United Kta»dani record holder David 
Grindley, who is training well after 
long term injury, facing a challenge 
from younger talents such as Mark 
Hylton, Guy Bullock and the Welsh 
pair of Baulch and Iwan Thomas. 

But Baulch, who won a world ju- 
nior sprint relay gold medal with 
Britain in 1992 and was named in yes- 
terday’s 400m relay squad for the Eu- 
ropean Cup on 1-2 June, is confident 
that he can be a serious contender. 
So is his coach, Britain's world 1 10m 
hurdles record holder Colin Jackson. 

. Since joining Jackson's training 
group in the autumn of 1994, this liken 
able 23-year-old has reduced his 
400m best to 45. 14sec And after three 
months of uninterrupted winter work 
in Australia, he and his coach are con- 
vinced that the Welsh record of 
44.66, which Thomas set at altitude 
last month, is within range. 

' Performing to that kmd of level 
at next month's Olympic trials would 
set up a fascinating conflict and Jack- 
son has dearly been working hard 
to get his protege in to the right frame 
of mind for the challenge. 


After last Saturday's meeting at 
Bedford, where Baulch broke 21 sec- 
onds for 200m despite wet and 
windy conditions, he was jocularly 
but insistently reminded by Jackson 
of Lhe need to concentrate on every 
round of racing in Birmingham next 
month. “Jamie is going to surprise 
a few people there," Jackson said. 

A year and a half ago it was Baulch 
who was registering surprise - at least 
- as he took up Jackson’s invitation 
at the 1994 Commonwealth Gomes 
to train abroad with himself. Gray 
and the high hurdler Samantha Far- 
quharson - Team Wales. 

“It did shock me at first," Baulch 
said. “I went from training twice a 
week to six days a week, and I start- 
ed doing weights as well. I was re- 
ally dying at first, but this winter I 
didn't miss a day. 

“Three months in Australia. Who 
else in Britain could have offered me 
the opportunity to do that? Colin likes 
being a slavedriver, but it has been 
absolutely brilliant for my career and 
one day I hope to repay him." 

Baulch gave a firm indication of 
his potential at Gateshead last sum- 
mer when, in only his second 400m 
of the season, he beat Black, record- 
ing 45. 15. “I consider Roger the best 
400m runner in the country, because 
of his consistency," Baulch said. “1 
remember thinking afterwards, ‘If I 
can beat Roger. I can beat anyone’." 

The confidence he feels comes 
partly from the higher expectations 
among those he now trains with. 
“Hie attitude rubs of£" he said. It 
is also grounded in the support of 
his adoptive parents, Marilyn and 
Alan, who have looked after hhn 
since he was five months old. 

After being tripped in the 400m fi- 
nal of the 1994 European indoor 
championships, he recalls walking 
away with knees and elbows blood- 
ied, and feeling tears well up when 
he heard condolences being offered 
“One day," he thought, Tm going to 
show them." That day could be dose. 









Jamie Baulch competes in the Welsh Games on Saturday 




Photograph: Mark Shearman 
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Sand-trap tantrum 
blows Monty’s 

cool to four winds 


dividuals m sport are 
golfing superstars. They 
are coddled, waited on, 
provided for and 
fawned over from the 
first day they break 
through as exceptional ■ 
practitioners. 

. Normally, the biggest 
decision they have to 
make off the course s 
between oysters and 
smoked salmon as a 
starter. They live in 
swcHwoker belts, travel fest das$, stay 
at five-star hotels and work frequently 
in. sylvan retreats referred to com- 
monly as millionaires* playgrounds. 

There are no busted ankles, lacer- 
ated brows or ripped cartilages. Trau- 
ma is knee-high tough, a downhill putt, 
a ball plugged in sand, two over par. 

Suo^^l golfers go through fife wifli 
a factor-30 tan, wearing designer 
clothes picked for them ana laid oat by 
style co-ordinators. The pay for simply 
■ showing up is often three tftnes what 
the average wage earner takes borne an- 
nually. No exact figures are to band, but 
show me an outstanding player who is 
not sitting on a multiple of seven fig- 
lires and I will sbowyou one who shotud 
think seriously about changing bis 
agent 

The fruits of dedication in golf are 

not begrudged here but pressures of at- 
tainment are no excuse for the petu- 
lance displayed by Colin Montgomerie 
last week when his game came apart 
in a high wind during the final round 
of the Benson and Hedges International 



Tiding his ball plugged in a blinker, 
and by then tumbling down the leader- 
board, Montgomerie kicked twice into 
the sand, incurring a two-shot, penalty 
on the amusing grounds that he had 
“tested a hazard". This was a cop-out 
on the part of the authorities, fooling 
nobody 1 have since spoken to about 
the incident 

Next day at the ancient golf club in 
Kent that agreed curiously to have me 
as a member, the woid “pathetic? was 
used generally to describe Mont- 
gomerie’s behaviour. Everyone agreed 
that it was no sort of example to set 
aspiring professionals. 

Whether Montgomerie’s excellence 
in golf b the result of faffing out of bed 
with a graceful swing or hours of un- 
stinting effort is irrelevant. Either way 


it does not entitle hhn to 
cany on m the manner of 
a child who has just been 
told that there arc no 
more sweeties. 

Afterwards, it appeal^ 

Montgomerie reacted 
grumpily under interro- 
Mtion. “Who is Nick Fal- 
do?” he snapped when 
informed that the Mas- 
ters champion consid- 
ered conditions ou the 
day unplayable. 

And that is another 
thing . If Faldo thought the task so 
tough, how did Stephen Ames manage 
a level-par 72, to win by a stroke from 
Jon Robson whose sunny disposition 
was in marked contrast to Mont- 
gomerie's scowling countenance? 

By all accounts, Faldo gave up philo- 
sophically after concluding that he 

was not getting anywhere. This was bet- 
ter than throwing a tantrum but of no 
consolation to spectators who were ^get- 
ting then first glimpse of him live since 
that great victory last month in Augusta. 

It is a matter of individual opinion 
whether fame puts golfers under oblig- 
ation to always put in a maxi m u m ef- 
fort. I would not hazard a guess as to 
what goes on in their minds but an un- 
avoidable impression is that a numbe^ 
of them today are spoiled rotten. 

This column rarely goes off in an- 
other direction, but an exception can 
be made in the case of a television pro- 
gramme put out by BBC 2 last Sunday 
night to coincide approximately with 
George Best’s 50th birthday. 

What I have in mind was the irri- 
tating interruption of a phoney debate 
over a team Best had put together fixm- 
sfly from notable contemporaries and 
today’s luminaries, players who would 
not have gelled even with liberal ap- 
plications of superglue. 

-SupposedtotetakingpLacemapub- 
lic house it developed predictably into 
a load of smart-arsed tosh typical of 
wibat now often passes for an under- 
standing of football “Why did Besty 
Tnote the pathetic familiarity] pick 
him? Because he’d be first to the bar 
afterwards.” .That sort of thing. 

None of the feces were familiar to 
me but Tm told some represent that 
odd phenomenon, alternative humour. 
The late and much-lamented Les 
Dawson had a good definition of the 
genre. He considered it the opposite 
of fanny. 
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HOW TO l'L.W 


The Independent Euro- 
pean Championship 
Football Forecast offers 
you the opportunity to 
use your footballing 
skill and judgement to 
answer the 11 questions 
printed below. 

Make your selections 
from the answer panel 
below. For every correct 
answer you will earn the 
number of points attrib- 
uted to that question. 
The individual with the 
highest number of points 
will win our prize, a VIP 
trip to see Milan in an 
important home match 
next season. 

Details of how to 
enter are given oppo- 
site. You can enter at 
any point up until 12:00 
noon on Saturday 8 June 
]99t>, the first day of 
Euro '96. 


WOW TO SCORE 


Each of the ! I questions 
has a points value. If you 
answer any of the ques- 
tions correctly you will 
cam the points attributed 
to that question. In addi- 
tion to the 1 1 main ques- 
tions you will be required 
to answer a tie-break ques- 
tion. This question does 
not have a points value 
and will only come into 
play should the necessity 
arise. The winner will be 
(he individual who earns 
the most points in the 
competition. 


T he reader with 
the highest num- 
ber of points at i 
the end of / 
the 1996 European J. 
Championship will U 
win oar prize - a Q 
VIP trip to see Mi- ■ 
Ian In an lmpor- ■ 
taut home match r 
next season. \ 

Yon will be flown \ 
to Milan, fashion and 
football capital of the 


THE 


QUESTIONS 


All questions related to goals 
scored do not include goals scored 
in penalty shoot-outs. 

points ml— 

L Which striker from the Bst 

below aril score the most lf- 
gBsfe hi Bn *96? 

2. Which striker from fbe list 

Mow wfl score the least 13 
goats in Eiro ’96? A ' 

3. Wtacfa goafloeeper from the 

Kstbdownffl concede the « 

least gaais ■ Euro *96? 

4. Which goaiaeper from the 

Hst below aril concede the ur 
most goats In Euro r 96? ... 

5. How rag goafs mi be 

scored m total it Group C, ic 

(Czech Hep, Germany; Ha if, 

Russia)? 

& How many goafs iriS there be 
lathe England v Switzerland 5 

gaow? 

7. How many goats wfl there be 

hi tiw Tatay* Croatia gmac? 7 

8. How mwv goals Mil there be ' 

hi the Netbertaadsv England * 

g— ^ 
9 l Hownanyyelowcwdiwlbe 
honed hi the quarterfinals? 

ID. How many su b s t fta ti oas mi 

there be in the Wembley ® 

semHhMl? ■' 

11. How raarv starts an target w* 
there be hi the Netherlands v 12 

Scotland game, {figures based 
on ITV statistics)? 

Tie Break: How mamr goals w> be 
scored fa open pby fa Ewe *96? 


WL- A* 


7899 


world, stay for two 
nights In one of the 

! city’s Quest hotels 
and watch Milan 
take on another Eu- 
ropean giant in 
an important home 
game, whilst enjoy- 
ing VIP hospitality 

courtesy of Vaux- 
hall the sister 
company of Opel 
Milan’s club 
sponsors. 
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Call 0891 363 392’ Ta Enter Gall 0891 363 39T 
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Pulse ptlOlie cals charged at per minute cheap rate and 49p per minute at al other tines 


Tone phone 


E ngland hasn't seen anything like it 
since 1966. Next month’s European 
Championship will be the biggest sport- 
ing event staged cm these shores since Bobby 
Moore's side beat Germany 4-2 m the legendary 
World Cup final 30 years ago. 

No one knows whether "forty Venables' 
tg««n mn emulate history, but die drama and 
suspense of Euro *96 will captivate the nation. 

Four years ago Denmark stunned the 
international football community by winning 
the European Championship in Sweden. Can 
they do it again? Will Juigen Klinsmann lead 


Germany to victory? Can Paolo Maldmi and 
his team erase the memory of Italy’s 1994 
World Cup final defeat? Wilt Alan Shearer 
prove he's England's most feared striker? ' 

All questions will be answered at the Wem- 
bly final on June 30th. Meanwhile, our 
appetites already whetted by tbe presence in 
English dubs ofleatfing Europeans (France’s 
Eric Cantona and Holland's Ruud Gnlfit^we 
can expect a feast of footbafl. 

The open mg game - England Switzerland 
al Wembley is on 8 June. Ttoo days later Scot- 
land play the Netherlands at Vilk Park. 


A NSW KltS 


The 16oompeting countries are divided into 
four groups, with the leading two from each 
section going forward to the quarter-finals. 
From then on ffs sudden death. 

In tins sporting spirit: The Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday invite you to test 
yonr footballing knowledge. Play our Euro *96 
competition and you can pit your footballing 
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303 H. stokMor (Bo&rt») 

304 p £a fr ei B si gg 

305 Z- Ztfa— fFnoc*) 

306 
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:EUra96^ 
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307 d. Bairgfcamp (Nsthariaads) 

308 

309 6. Zola (Italy) __ 

380 

333 Dauhtgoa (Portagat) 

Goalkeepers 

503 1£ 

504 

80S B.MMlmr{Ba&ria} 

606 

507 

809 E ite *rSv Material*} 
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Numbers 




Rn . 


845 NhnHwew 

846 

847 Tm u ty-mo 

848 

849 iWna Qpft ren 

850 mmm 


of celebrities. 

Ultimatiyyou have the rfmnrft of winning 
our prize: aVTP trip to watch Milan play an 
important home match new. season 
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377 sssessaB 

878 Forty-ftn 

879 

880 r orty -Mm mm 


8E4 

8S5 nmitMMB 


864 Forty-ohm 


887 IW Hty-ohm 






860 TMrty-ooe 
863 

884 Th*ty4m 


Tbbtoom 


886 Ftf ty-ome 

«7 mmm 

888 Fmy**oo 

689 B SBBM 

890 Fftty-Ove 


840 

843 S eveotoom 




866 TMrh^we 

667 SS6EBSNB 

868 mriyarnroB 


896 Ftny-okte 

8«7 iSter.Sf 


W70.TUrty-ohm 


Study die 11 questions op- 
posite carefully. 

Using your knowledge of 
football, choose an answer for 
each question from the an- 
swer list below. 

Make a note of your answer 
to each question together 
with each answer's three- 
digit code (to the left of the 
answer). 

You will use the three digit 
ansnercode to mput yoor an- 
swer for each question into 
our computer telephone en- 
try system. 

You wfll also be asked on our 
entry line to tell us verbally 
the total number of goals you 
believe win be scored in open 
play (not including penally 
shoot-outs) throughout Euro 
’96. Make a note of your ver- 
bal answer before you calL 
There is no code for this 
question. 

Once you have selected your 
11 answers you win have a list 
of 11, three-digit answer 
codes plus your figure of to- 
tal goals scored in Euro '96. 
Now dial our cutty line. 

If you have a Pulse phone. 
One which makes flirMng 
noises when you dial, (hen 
dial 0991 363 392. If you have 
a Tone Phone, one which 
makes tone noises when you 
dial, amply dial 0891 363 391. 
By foliowring the instructions 
given cm the fine carefully and 
double checking the selection 


is conect before you dial, your 
entry into the game will be 
quick and easy. 

Enter your 11 answer codes 
m order when asked on line 
using your telephone dial / 
keypad. You will then be 
asked to state your total 
goals scored in open play (not 
in du ct in g penalty shoot-outs) 
during Euro ’96 before you 
leave your own details. You 
will then receive your unique 
PIN number which is the 
only valid proof of. entry. 
Have a pen handy to note this 
down. 

If you do not receive a PIN 
then your selection bas not 
been registered. 

The lines are open 24 hours 
a day until noon on Saturday 
8 June 1996. You may enter 
as many times as you wish 
and you will receive a differ- 
ent PIN for each entry. 

In the event of a tie between 
entrants, scored on the basis 
of the 11 answers given, the 
total number of goals scored 
in Euro *96 - as selected by 
each entrant - shall be taken 
into account. The entrant 
giving a figure nearest to the 
actual total number of goals 
scored in Euro *96 will be the 
winner. 

In the event of a further tie, a 
Euro *96 football quiz will be 
set by^ The Independent Sports 
Editor to dedde the winner. 
Sony, not available in the 
Republic of Ireland. 


I at 39p per min 


Newspaper Publishing 
Pic reserves Use rigjn lo 
stop die game ai ay 
ehk and change [he 
CRxfitioitg, 

InaodMe. incomplete 

or iooorrect sdcOKTO 

wfll not be accepted 

Sorry, rxrt available ia 

lhe ftepdb&of Eretand. 


phone entry Book 
Asms •doRkw, once 

made, hum be 

p l ft ii Ti d 


Be ux not ftspucett; 
fee any arnica los or 
delated far (roaster. 
Usual Newspaper Pab- 

Hsfcing rates apply. Ed- 

ItOfk dSCQKBI LS tTnai a) 

aQ manes rotating In 


lhe game, 

* No correspondence. In 
writing or by telephone. 

will be entered into. 

9 Proof ot magnetic iron- 

script will not be ac- 
cepted as piootot 

entry. 

9 Employees or Nempo- 
pcrPiib&shins. Minor 
Group, HM ltd, Enro- 
print Group, agents and 
CnaScs me dm alkwcd 
lo enter. 

9 Oodngdau afihc 
annpaufcm is midday 
Samnlay 
SthJuoe 1996. 
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Whitewater Affair leads home Shemazzfe and Papering fn yesterday's Lupe States at rainswept Goodwood 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Dr Massini ready to resume work 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Goodwood 

The full horrible injury news 
from Freemason Lodge, the 
home of the Derby favourite. 
Dr Massini emerged yesterday. 
The yard's leading light had a 
cyst on a knee cartilage re- 
moved in an operation on 
Monday. Only on Tuesday was 
Michael Stoute allowed home 
from hospital 

It was far easier to collect in- 
formation about the trainer’s 
condition here yesterday than it 
was about Dr Massini who was 
discovered lame on Monday 
morning. Stoute’s representa- 
tive. Coral Pritchard- Gordon, 
could not even be prodded into 
commenting on the statement of 


RESULTS 


GOODWOOD 

2. in: x. POETRY (P Rooraon) 12-1; 2- 
Pomona 50-1; 3. Proas On Nfcfcy 20- 1. IB 
raa64feifFatrtJnV».2.<WTompMra,NB»- 
nWMO. Mae £l£00: ££70. £15.00. £R00. 

t £394.aaCSP: £43080. TitaNcn won. 

2^40: L MONTSEflRAT (M Ferenn) 5-1 co- 
2. Purple Hug 2S1; 3. Ln PwtJte Fuw*o 
S-lco-tav. 13 mu. Sico-tw Twee As Sharp. 

V*. IU G CanWL Qrtompton). Ttate t&JOQ; 
£2,00. taoo. £0.60. Df: raaeo. CSF: 
£106.74. TncasC £632.12. T 'not LT2JEO. NR: 
Sweet Magto. 

3.10: X. WHITEWATER AFFAIR (R 
Cochrane) 4-1 tav; Z Staaczde 9-2; 3. Pa- 
poring 9-2. 9 ten. lY*. nk. (M Stoute, New- 
market). PteK JESXXfc £1.80. £1-70. 020. 
DF: £11.00. CSF: £21.40. THoc £1050. Mt 
Camporese. 

3.40: L PRUSSIAN BUIE (W Rjan) 4-1; 
2. Bnckgetwnon 6-1; 3. farple Spins)) 11- 
4 fa*. « ran. Y*. hd. (H Ceol Newmarita). 
TatK £6.00: £250. £2.40. DF: £1&60. CSR 
£24.40. NR: Tudor Island. 

4JO: 1. YOUNG BUTT [M Homy) 33-1: 2. 
Cooreor 11-2; 3. Thames Skto 16-1. 12 ran. 
3-1 Iw Cnall« Cha« (5lW. HCL 2*. U FSB*>- 
Hejes. Laraa. Tote: £56.60; £10.70, £1.70. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bit On The Side 
(Goodwood 2L40) 

NB: Natalia Bay 
(Goodwood 2JL0) 

£ 5 . 7a DF: £161.50. CSF: £19250. Trtcas: 

£2527 ,6a Tnm £8195a Nlt R0UvV«Bft. 

4 45:1. COUNTRY LOVER (ttnea Oooto 
7-?. *. taking Fdr Wng* 5-1; 3. BntttosMp 
Bruce 5-2 few. 8 ran. 4. 3%. (UjrtJ HwW- 
krton, west Usteyl- Tata: £450; £150. 
UJ3&L12C. .OP £050. CSF: £1034. Trio: 
£12.00. NR: Waammaer. „ „ 

020: L. FAUCENHAM (TQurn) 4-1; 2. 
Latin Master 9-2; 3. S biBWWCInjM- 
1 . 8 ran. &4 lav Guierous Qft. 1. 3. (P Cote. 
Whaicomoe). Tom: £6.50; 

£2.60. DR £15.00. CSF: £22.63. T«e 
£2a00. NR: CasOes Burra®, 
jnckpot: No» won. Pool of £6.981.51 ear- 
ned Kurort to Goodwood today. 

Ptacepofc £1.412.00. Qoa«£oe£21.e0. 
piaco ft £1,745.56. PtacoS: £9231. 
WORCESTER 

1 L MM-LOU-AND (Mr J CulOttf 6- 
4 fm 2. Red U0* 33-1: 3- KaraBtoo SBc 

S& uSS" 

■Bo JO. CSF: £36.01. 

ass: 1. TW» ON TOOTSffi (R MasseW 7- 

1: 2. Dejraan 9-1; 3. Whiter ferae 10-1. 
11 ranL&-Mav wasst Straw (4th). Mfc ,9. 
g wall. Church Stratton). Tote £7^m: 
£1 20. £2.90, £3.00. DF: £32.50. CSF: 
£6173 Tncast £570.43- Tria £48.10. 

3]» llwKEAPPfWACH (S McNed) 7- 
1: 2. Muskora 112 tar. 3 . Pont yny y en 

r-I.UlPtt^ a (XBaSey. l^cunXT^: 
£1050; £1-90. 

£3 40, £2.10. DR £40.30. CSF: £87.14. Trt- 
essc £555.42. Trie; L59.80- _ . „ 

4 J& 1. RICH LIFE iM Hfchartte} 6-3* 2- 
Mertvd 8-1; 3. Real On 7-2. ll t*"-, 1 ^- 
S tor Pontoon BmJgp A 
Cfuriingfold). Tote: £7.70: £1.90. 020 , 
£36.40. CSF: £44.89. Tno: 
£71.50. NR: Bentley Manor. . 

&0ft i. PR9*C£FHURFarrare 9-2/tto7 
2. Qukh Bowler 6-3; 8- Smmoreto K' 
1. 18 iml 9-2 jt-fav Classic Chat (6th 1. 12, 
IV>. (Mm J Pitman. Upper L^ourO-Tflto: 
£5.30: £230. £2.30. £3.60. DF: £10.50. 
CSF: £31.56. Tno: £96.50. 

530! 1. FRtENDSWP (T Ha»rt 4-lj2. 
BucfcbMvf 7-1: 3. Spriryt DotArtJl to* 
16 ran. 3%. I*. [N Henderson. IfirgpumL 
Tota; £8.70: £330. OAkilJBD. DP. 
£4530. CSR £3634. Tno: £64.00. 
Hacspot £225.40- l**** 0 ?, 
PtoM&£15131. Ptoea S £105.82. 
Evening results, page 31 


the horse's owner, Michael fi- 
bor, who has said he is guard- 
edly optimistic about getting his 
runner to Fpsnm "fiber abn has 
the 40-1 chance Grape Tree 
Road in the race. 

Later, though. Stoute issued 
an upbeat bulletin from his 
stable: “Dr Massini has re- 
sumed his Derby preparation.” 
he said. “Obviously, we now 
need a clear run up to the race 
and if there is any further hold- 
up I wfll inform the public im- 
mediately.” 

Hie state espionage depart- 
ment (the bookmakers) re- 
flected this optimistic tone. Dr 
Massini remains head of the 
field with the major firms and 
Ladbrokes have removed the 
“with a run” proviso. 

DrMassimwasone of 34 en- 
tries for the Derby at yesterday’s 


forfeit stage, along with his sta- 
blemale Double Leaf. There is 
no place, however, for a third 
Stoute horse, Bonarelll who 
had cost £8,000 to supplement 
into the race last month. 

Another animal who was 
supplemented. Clever Cliche, 
remains, although he is the 
least fancied of Henry Cedi's 
trio. Dushyantor and Storm 
Irooper have more chance. 

A third Newmarket trainer, 
CSve Brittain, also has three rep- 
resentatives, which aO fit snug- 
ly into the “no-hopeis” category. 
Give would fancy hims elf in an 
alligator wrestle and is not 
daunted now fay each of his trio 
being priced at 200-1. 

Group entries are still in 
place for Peter Chapple-Hyam, 
who has Nash House, Heron Is- 
land (who runs in the Italian 


Derby this Sunday) and Chief 
Contender (but no Astor Place 
or T-g gftl Right), and Godolphin. 
Team Dubai have four consid- 
erations, including Russian Re- 
vival who runs in the Irish 
2,000 Guineas this Sunday. 

Godolphin were sent for by 
the stewards here yesterday 
when one of their winter-sun- 
Irissed horses, fatefully, fin- 
ished 10th in the opener. Hie 
explanation should have been 
that it was too bloody cold. 
Freezing rain and heavy mists 
visited the course, weather that 
was more suited to Dogger 
Bank. It did not stop Stoute’s 
runner, Whitewater Affair, win- 
ning the Oaks trial the Lupe 
Stakes. She is more likely to 
head for Royal Ascot, though 
rather than be suppleme n ted for 
Epsom at a cost of £15,000. 


THE DERBY (Epsom, 8 June]: acceptor ! at 
yeaanfey’s second tarts* stagK 
Actame (trained OyC Bnaam). Ataartfa (W 
R (ten). Antatas (C Bruin). AN4 mI IKPien- 
tJagast, 111 ), BusyFfight[BI«9), CWaf Coo 
terater <P Chaopte^yrarO. Ctossfc Ea0e (S 
VWara), Oner CSdM (H Ceri], DoMrie larf 
(M Sms). Or MbseU (M Stoute). Dustqian- 
tor (H Coci). Eves Top iM Tomphns), Oo- 
ly Of Dancer (P KeBeroy), tepaTrte Road 
(A Fabre. R1, Heron ktood (P CrapplaWywTi). 
JMtJnkB (8 McMahon). Ajurt (TJcnesi, 
i {Saeed Mi Sunxv). Marti OfEa- 
(Saeed bm Sureor]. WdCs Love 
fSoeal ton Suroort. Myrtle KnUM {R Chert- 
ton), Nacb House (P Cnappte-Tfywn), Por- 
tufraea U (D MCXte). Prtaca Of My Hoait 
(8 His). fTunlvn Rertvol (Sseed Ml SUrtoi). 
Sbaamit (W Haggaai, Stanton 0 Gosden). 
Spartan Heaittaae (C Bnnaln). St Mnws 
U Duntop], Stsrao Dancer (oarer un- 
Stuns Trooper (HCecfl), Supreme 
Coransnder (A FtoB. Frt. TaaMd (K ftwv 
oergasi, VO. Zaforwn (L Monrague Had). 

BEITTN6 - Oorafc 9-2 (witn a rwi) Dr Maes- 
ra. S-i Gby Of Dancer, 11-2 Even Top, 6-1 
Dusfyancor, 7-lAF»aanh*Mert*0f Esteem; 
Lactarotee 5-1 Dr Massini. Dustyartor &G& 
ly Of Dancer. 6-1 Even Top. 7-lAhaanp A 
Mali Of Esteem; Mho HEfc 4-1 Dr Massi- 
ni {Mtti a run) 4 Glory Of Dencer. 11-2 
Duafrorior. 6-1 Even Top. 7-1 MarK Of Es- 
teem. 8-1 Alhaartti; Tote: 4-1 GTory Of 
Denar. 9-2 Dr Masai. 5-1 Ateenti, 6-1 Ben 
Top, 7-1 Disiqantor, Mark Of Esteem. 


racing services 

261 + 


v 

TFTF. independent 





: T. --W. laiat « 

HYPERION 

2J0 Naked Poser 4JOOrtaXan 

2-40 Bit On The Side • 4.45taAwun 

3JO KnobMaeneeze (nb) S20 Canovas Heart 
340 Wjara 




GOING: Screi^hL course - Salt; Seuad cotsse- Good to Soft 

STALLS: SuaWl - atanck side: rottnd rourae - Inakle, mm* lm V - oartde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: H#> for 6f to lm. 

■ Bipto-haiid eoww vnUi diaip bends and gndlents. 

■ Courw Is N of Chichester between A286 and A285. ttktakr vudoo 4m. ADMIS- 
SION-. Richmond Enclosure £16, Gordon Eivctosnre £10, PiAlie Enetosnre44. Over-66a 
Mf-prtce Gordon and PuhUc enelwum phta refteifaMK vuuelur and free ncecarAAe- 
coo^anted imdep.l7B five aD endoaires. CARPARK: £2, or bee. 


jBKBSg 


■ UAD1NG TRAINERS WRBRDNNER8: SBaaaon — 39 whuws bom 330 nrn- 
iu 3 s ipwa a suceew rado of 1 1 3Afe and a lom to a &J level Make of Ml. 17; J Govern 
— 20 wiimeie, 108 nmnas. 183%, -44035; P Cole — 19 winners, 109 numas, 17. 4», 
-5334; J Dunlop — ID wtsnem, 158 nmnem, 12-4%, -474^7. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; J Rebf — 35 w f rate r s , 214 rides, 18.4% -4634; Pat Bdde* 7 
—81 winnere, 146 rides, 21-2%. +*1140; WCareow— 29 winners, J 94 rides, 143%, 
-45737; L Dettori — 36 wmneo, 171 rides, 163*. -543-89- 

HUNKEKSD FIRST 1THB: Beoey (rtsored) (4.101; Dtatmtt Djaattr (6-20)- 
WlNNSSS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAX&Nrme. lONGTOSTANCS RDNNRBS: Goortre 
(UOlha* Men »«l 288 raOes by J Bahama town Mahon. North Tortahlie. 


FORM GUD6 

Star Talaut turns ouL a^tn qutctoy after running On for thirt behind Hugnrity and Green 
Perfume onr a mSa hare on Tuesday. Both his am this year - on the LingBefd Gqutreck 
toe fcrj n tonuao' and at Barton In April - were at today's shorter Journey and he Is the 
dangpr to SHARP REBUFF. Peter Mettn’s five-year-old, a Warwick irinnar last June, male 
a pfomsng return when Itth of 24 behind Ytast m the Vfctorta dp at Ascot, where in 
M mrt ra na and OpwaMi Ihtchad 10th and 15th. Slap Rebuff, who acts with an h the 
Sound, aces off the same mark today and FrenMe Demon & booked for me ride. Corn- 
goods Dancer, who (pmed consecutive waodes at Ryntefiact and Ungtaid ln Jtme and 
made Die frame five times last term, wd be strainer as e result of her opening Newnar- 
kat Dirt behind Saseedo (asi week. She Is on 10a but sms on the 0omd and ootod prore 
troublesome with John Stack darning The 3b. SeiacOoiK SHARP REBUFF 

ro^Al FEST1W. STAKES (CLASS A) (Listed) £20^00 addedlm 
2f Penalty Value £15yZ7D 

1 a5KH) Pa MfP« Ha» »M1MnOPOl«Pltolfr m 497 1 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


343US- FW*1 (US4j (Z23} [C) (p) eHamOn *1 l ltajun Q D Matey 4 94_ 
268006 I£UtMIIE(2fl||GenBBlhaeeA(herBantSRJPHeaBay5 94. 

222835 CWmt HOtWJUS {2S] (Of V R Hrrxen! j Orlop 7 9 1 

20128-4 MMBfflEBBOC2flO(QtUnniQaTiFbai0LCimanr59J 


_L DertcrlS 


20504-0 MWNMAC2nm(DKRAWaJBC0d«)la«HaRes48U. 
25FUV 0T10ElCZ2D(578)(JPMijWCDaldMR)«Be4812 

8 413-2D4 WIMBA (22) (Mohaeaed RMI R Heemor 4 8 12 

9 340080 MUSEm (4S| (18 P H Vote) C Bratan 4 8 10 . 


JlltaBiM 

—BOojfc 


16 


2 JL 0 


ROYAL SUSSEX FOMENT FILUES CONDfFIONS STAKES 
(CLASS O £7^00 adtled 2Y0 Bf Penalty Vahie £4^10 

1 1 ISUJUJA B*Y (MOOWpBMo EftjdbPartneohrt PColaB 12 TtbriaeA 

2 2312 WAIT FOR ROSE (3] Far Seasons (fecrigUdJMChmnon 8 10 RBatfw 1 

3 1 Ha.RH»PS0CWP«tAJto*tt»Bl«nt88 T^nkefi 

4 82 RWamOTUJWBrijftaBrSB Dm Iktttt (3) 2 

5 MWH»POSBt(FWMSWWrt(flRHmnon84 Dane OMR (3) 3 

6 RHtflON WtfkieraThpraugNira dR8CtRU toJHfc84 MMl5 

BETTWft 5^ tatata Bay, ♦! W Rkepowfy, 9-2 VtaB far Plate. 5-1 Mated FMer. 8-1 Rbte M, 
12-lRaeNoo 

IMGc FY"8 Squaw 2 8 10 R Hufhes 2-1 (M Otmnoit) 6 can 
FORM GUIDE 

Attvxsyi ckttong ftom 7-1 to trace those odds In a Md of five. NATAUA BAY war* In on 
her introduction at Wlndaor-one of tour winning debutants tor Paul (tote's yard la« weelt 
ThedaufltwofDenc»f«Dlssiderttledneenngtheh*tongpoteBndk8pionsaongytDde- 
toot Bravahewt a length and threequerters and both that M and the mher three nmnare 

were aKprevkws scorers. Bay. who ramesttaMtoUs made famous by Ruby T^r 

(a (Twftlple Group wHiner In the early Mnetteal, w« be even beam as a rasutt of that expe- 
nencaandtheretraftiriongwOstothaweD.lffllBiapoodyaWjcomeshoreasthewtn- 
narortiarMi start »tor. ru**«on soongb to beet Lucayon Beech a langh and Dwemwaa 
at lefceaer and she. too, shoukf appreciate tha extra liatong. Uic^ran teach lac the taro 
down when last of five behind BelpaMa at York but Breveheert was beaten ftother whan 
fourth to W Rhapsody at Latestar than he had been by the seiecdon at Windsor. thou£i 
IK has processed since. WM For Reeta. after luraing placed In her first two starts, made 
a tntrd time lucky when flatting home ty the mriimum margn at Bi^ gtin ard titasad^ home 
Ponte Dansetse a Windsor on Monday n^u. P e tert h ra c NATALIA BAY 

rzy~Arfl PULLMAN FOODS HANDICAP (CLASS Q ODflOO added ltn 
4f PenaHy Value £7,805 

1 0420-12 1A8WI(18)([8{|atfaieMinglJIIunkp4100 LDaHnd8 

2 1006-ID LflNBAPDC (USA) (18) JJ) ponu^srt) Ste J Ced5910. 1 Bald 10 

3 03408-1 BOm%9tMBO«(tBA) P 23 W MW !%»RaMSMn«njPCt*i49a Tt>**6 

4 484361 BMDQN WL807(UQ(IAMayBwdnlBltarbuqr4 90 19teck(3)5 

c i.cm, i„imiig«Klll«ir»liM.lt»fcfllMI>w.T»n 1MW»I7H 


10 012Qr MMM B ff (800) W Mi B V Ch BtnMQ la iy Haret 5 8 7 N 

BEIlllto 6-4 febaL 4-1 Captabi Honitos, 5-1 Prien Mbia, UQtta, 8-1 MantoiRA 18-1 
ta, Otto E Mwaa, 20-1 otben 

1Mb Baron ftatemd 5 8 12 Ptt Edday 1811 (R Qwrtttnl 4 on 
FORM GUIDE 

FAHAL, who was m Ota toad at Das dteanc* n the Deitiy and flntshed a three4en©h loath 
to UmmtBiia, later landod the Group Three Roae of muter Sahas, defeating Voimg Buster 
fay 2 lengtfts at Hayttock. He had gate m his coat when stnh o f e&K to Spaeoun In the 
Champion Stakes. Ha wotod be happer on a test surface. Lear WbRa, a 50-1 shot when 
a toijrand-»-haif-le««MifDi of 11 to Sirt^ptof at Sandmvn Ian month, had Prteee Aithor, 
who were ofl at ll-Z four tangttw away In aW end Marwflnga (33-1) ninth. Prince Artfv. 
vrtnnerof the Group One Prenvo Parkil and mmanup behind Nlookxte born ri Group One 
company m ItaV tea season, v4B have come on for the Sandown race and tttotod not be 
far awey- Captafn Horadlw, who acts on soft 0tnmd. flushed unplaced n Italy last time 
but prerioujfy made la» prc*e« when ttW to Ludy Dl te kempton's MagnoNa Stakes - 
a race he won m 1993 and 1995 - wrth Lear White, Wjara and Musette m ameers. 

: FAHAL 


4 JO 


RACING CHANNEL CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 
added 3YO 6f Penalty Value £44^4 

2136 ORTOIAN W 0 Alanai) R Harron 9 2 DeoeOHtBA* 

336 DB>tcnQN(lsg(UaDieuEBraertngandRacnglRtoBa88 lDrOnrt2 

333386 U0*LBJWWn8(B)afctadGnanPar*neSPCDfc SB- 
20 eORan£(33)INHeihartonl JHaderanSB. 

55063 RB)nC(MHRatarFVMa)USHjnaEn86. 

0080 DANCMGMNt|18)MssLDIM1i1IMBMLang84_ 

038-500 BEBff(23)U0Ftaavs)AJanttB2. 


00800 VICtOW C O WI IWBER (23) [Mb J T T Naugwn 8 2. 

03 CNN KATE (100) <R P Cede) W Mur 8 " 



5 41G081 Bft ON THE SIDE (401(D) Mw HerkaWNBeny 7813- 

6 303155 PROeRE86nNH(CD}(AMSon«CM*sv5811- 


U-3330 OPERA BUFF 09^0 Te0iMUffi&Mn«iy5 81- 

iZrZi. I rim Bl — iniltl I7H 


I U.-4MU ITBW W«T 

a 268424 RafT»CT»*8(lfi) (WanGwreLaS CScah 4 7 13. 

9 OS460D CH*nW*BWW(2«niBHVWlCCBiJawBT12 

10 050008 Sl»OBmSPBa%(12)(MeNIXa^lteNftdBa5711 

-10 1 1 


^A&Mwyro? 

J4BaW(R3B 

BDOjtel 

— 

SBardaeB 9 


10 446428 CKi8MM>(I)<S)0<ADad«MCtamn7ia 

11 468 BLEBAMI8SaM<24)ID)enTrter&Dsud1Man)SDiM713 

_ ^ dschwl - 

BETtotG: 54 Ortstoa, 82 Usert Edaanfc. B-l Depictlan, MCte^r tab, 18aGara*«, m often 
1985: Flrasy Racaig 3 8 5 Pei Edtay 2-1 (M Chamon) 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

ORTOLAN labKxaed by Die race conditions and is rdfBeU# to oppose even dhe ts unbred 
won cut in the grant Richard Hannon’s runner stormed home by five lengths from the 
speedy Passion Fbr Lite at SsMbuy a year ag> after a Doncaster debut second to Kustom 
let and he ran tiwd of 17 behind Blue Ws and Needham Star m the Weaherbys Super 
Sprint Stakes at Ne»4xfl» bi JUV on his onfii mher juvenie attormL Ortolan wtf be sharper 
tor his Newtuy race behnd RmnbBng Beer back a Die Berkshire track last Friday and can 
show the way home here - possibly hem Uoael Edwards, who (Wed the minor placing in 
the lest fotr of Ms ftve races in 1995 and wil be happier back at tnto (Basnoe alter tack- 
ling a irate lor both rapes this term. S elec t ion: ORTOLAN 


4.45 


BBmMte M Tb*ta. 4-1 itoytt SetedM, 5-1 BradM Ml Bay, 7-1 at Os The Sde, M Pn«Be- 
atote W*ig lbnes, 9-1 lanbanlc, 124. otben 
1395- Son Of Slap 5 9 5 ft« Ediwy JMI 0 Dwtart 7 on 

FORM GUDE 

T-U.H anti tnrn ta rvBc dead-heated at HurtocK on Esster Sahwtoy but tombanhc fin i shed 
a toM way uck to lllh of 12 behind Basuchamp Jade a Nswnariat 18 days eff: wnen 

Taipan w» tinter-up, beaten a Sngjh. Toipan, onjy 4to worse off than last tone should 
ranprovetheptefcoftt»palrandtiecanaisoeplntete<SBcirPn>e«Ktanl3*>l»t- 
T^yrfcfrtahed ww - tour lengttgbe hB rihbTi in Mh at NewmaikBL However. ROYAL 8CDA- 
rrju» mimed by the ln-fcrm Ftoti Cote, whose nmera do wel here. m%i best them al. 
IM scfmBBT ran Double Edtose to a head to the 10-twtong Zetland Stakes (Kmd) at 
SSmarket w a twMear-oW ata was inched out by Sebastian at NawnaiM on hia Itet 
a^ranee » ■ thrt^yeandd. The son of Dleate, after towanglhe odds at cartate rad 

WKIKI Ml eftenee when hampered in the Chester Vase and ha ted ® the t»4ui)ong pole 
wtairpteced to the Deity naaeno. He made M tor ■ blootoesa Badi wctaiy an ha return 
and 12 MVS Mo b 2iJ tower than when he last ran In ■ hondcap -at Doncaster m No- 
vember.amioo MR Boy represents the «4orm Ben Hanbuy hotante 

^ipund. could poae e tfwat fbBOwtog h» Bath success taa ame. Bit On the SMe, who 
mreVBwnck tost mtwh on bar firet appearance snee Oetobar. w« apprecate me cut 
IT^rtrSndTwItAe Opera Buff tofcd to gflt the Wp In the Chaster Cup an) rauns to a 
a redMtoe. ^ S^ttore ROYAL SOMUAR 

KIDS0N5 flWPET TROPHY HANDICAP (CLASS Q £12fl00 
added 7f Penalty Value £8y850 






3-10 


j 

iss sss»^^" 

l ssss 

B MFUMSDAf (4CR0)ITJO9Ni]TMs492, 

g SSS SSSB^mW^?*^ 683 "- — WQM23 


Jtanuni 
ADttyfflB 
Dettori 7 


A A J BULL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6^00 added 3Y0 
lm If penalty VWue £5fl4T 

1 65 CHABROL (CAN) UR IL UartipnJCE] HCrI 9 0 AMcOaoeB 

2 5- DtMCOBEHHL|3B%(RM(^]CQaei90. 

3 22 N0IDH80IIB(33(BF)(JGaldHi) JGoBttlSO- 

4 8800 IEUJHS OF SUSTf (7) (Dart Owsm) P UecMIl 9 0- 

5 3- ROCnrOASB (USA) BsqateteDunNIMnuntM Stoute 9 0< 

8 06- DRAIAAnB MDk P D (288) 8*S ftcnaid Wunrnerl I Baking 89. — 

7 4 PRDMS IRGHT (17) S> G Gustor) S Dow 8 9. 

8 SSWABrrtsrTyMcoffiSlBattngBS. 

9 IAAMJN(U5A)(HBmtaiAIMEl(Bxm}ASteMil89 

-9dadraed> 

BETTIHC: 8-4 North Song. 6-2 CbabraL 7-2 Soeky Oarl*, 8-1 m 
12-1 TO town, 14-1 Sham, IB-1 ethers 
laea My DtoCn 3 9 0 D Htenm 3-1 U Fandienel 8 ran 
FORM mnr 

NORTH SONG afndd v&e the beating here after (Hshtog second in both swts. The An- 
shan coS put to e *to»Wnd toilsh only to be beaten a head tyRftd Canaiiawhen nto- 
nlie Been at Ldcastor test month and tend Serendipiiy tour tenths too B»d al BMriey.. 
Rocky Oak, (hod to Mewwl at Doncaster tea September on Na only outing » data, 
ttioiid be thenou^i far tvs return and tools the dan09r. Se lec t io n : NORTH SONG 

(c on I LEVIN DOWN APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £5,000 
SSJ added 5f Penalty Value £3£99 

004000 ASHTMI(Z2}(Q(D90ti9AjD)rer)BPeBBaUlOD D Sweeney R1 

208000 MB 08— STM 02) (P) Peril liflMSudwS 9 12— ■■■„■ JSritotorifl 

34-0000 $QIMECOaK(ia)(D)(BHani«x06HsnoDa499 fle>oto»BodR7V 

245-136 OANCWASHEAHrpnjjlhCU JOEbomtsfOiesJ Wbods)Bob)Qres799^— ADahM 
050803 BARRAWKP7)INMteCani^6M£Cui496 __-~NHracy2 


000800 SWW ROBSON W (0) (The leipaanca Sodaji S Battn 5 6 12 R6crt»m3 

6H452- 8C0R94aiH(4OQniMsALSanee9M)teto»£ic681DJheBdBSandnl3 

000302 MAZa«F110MTOCIdriMca«iilROire6B4 MBaMBV 

315554 CO*SRRM8DSIB»(7)ICoadDnhb(Bcewne9s}MlMier382_PFItailvu 
_ 023440 SnCNCft23)IM5AnnMAtenS580 C Carver (7) 4 

11 660000 NOMADIC DANCER (14) (M S Sardec) M Sajltte 4 7 10 PDae(S)5 

12 600800 DtSTAIg PtWlSTY (37) gl) ftfattl ) Gttd B ftBTO S 7 10i R Man (5) 6 B 

13 880000 ■ffMOnB»UJC*(Z3)(AJfedBHl9KQjnnk0BTt4nMi371D.~GIVM%yllB 

14 6000 0tDCQU»NHN(14Ml0B»«)JPiito371ft— —— — MarttediiyarB 

•lAdederert- 

IMngm wetffa 7st lOte True hanOtap ee©«s: Nma* onzr 7a SSn Ofetsnr Dfm& W Oh % 
Mothert local & 13b. OU OH It Ten 8a Ufa. 

BElTMte 88 HmhMH Scored Affte. E-l Bryae BnMoa, 7-1 mw a nM. M8qSreCrai% 
Crones Hev^ 18-1 Coosttorert* Here, 124 tehees 
Iflsa noefEte 5 7 7 M Brad JO-t B Cured 13 an 


sport 


NEWCASTLE 




HYPERION 

2-25 Sasura 235 ftmzy 335 Pine Needle 155 
HULA PRMCE (nap) 425 Kemof 5L0O Donwiolle 


GOING: Good iGtroi in Run in ptsceei. 

STALLS: 5f, 6f, 7f & 2m - maniW drte. remainder - made. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lw for 8f to JOf. 

■ Left-hand, oval uuaw, tough, galtopmg U*ct 

■ Recccoazse Is on Al , Tan north of awn. Metro aavn to Fbor 
Lane BMksaatton fran Newcanle radway scadon. 9pet5te bns 3 ct- 
viee fiwa three. ADMISSION: dob £13; TSttmaOs £9: Slhw 
RingS4 (£2 foe OAP» and regwtertd rteebled). CAR FAM: Ftw 




nJNKBRED FIRST TOI&SD<cr Rad (J-W), Spartan Heart- 
beat (335\ Northern dee (4 J5); BmgQ] Sfirotrrt Iwsnl, 
2-551, GtegerBodgere (vtaored. t^S). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN nAXS: Frmcy (^5S1 mn at 
Ttitort oo Srarday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: F teu* (32351 ant 342 ntos 

by J Dunlop from Arundel, Wert Snreez; Brmbut (3.6n) 
set 284 mfiex by M nuimon from Upper Laeitmim, Berks; 
Bello Dotty (2.681 £ AnxwTa Chance (6.00) cent 279 mDot 
by K Barite bom Gbvte, Oxfordshire; Whbpcxed Melody 
(12D) area. 271 into by P Hems from Herta. 


4 18 tAIHHK(3t9JMWis91 GDrtkM4 

5 433-5 RARSMA (2E) Drevt SMB 9 0 JRaMral 

5 S4C SA8I£R , SRE«M112)USdud 812 tai Eddery 8 

7 0833 SMmMHEARnCA7(UIC8nan812 WRjroSa 

a 3W lBCEM»flfffi(17)UisUftwler87„.„AC«*raee 

-Siracterad- 

BETTMG: 4-1 FeateQ. SMtat Rerta. 5-1 Stem Udykkto 11-2 S#w- 
tae HeeribBrt, fr-i Pbie NroSe. 8-1 corn 

[ 9CC I CRAMUNGTON CONDITIONS STAKES 
l_— -I (CLASS D) £4350 added 2VO 5f 

1 4123 nAIVBCART (3) (0) M Oumon 9 1 KOorieyZ 

2 l HUUF»KX(lQ{D)Ujcmsan?l JMwrS 

3 41 YDUW BKMH (21jP}j Bait 91 JCanelA 

4 b ARCUATE (21) W lump 6 11 5Dnwnel3)l 

5 Ul LEGEND OF ARAGON ffT) BO) JGD«S Id ._GOrtHateS 

£ 21 SEASBEmW ttnBwy BID KMOdS 

BEtnN: 8a BrMlwwt Mala Prteea, 7-2 SeaeUa, 5-1 vrarae BlodL 

9-lLefNUfef AnDM, 504 ApfreMe 

BOOKER CASH & CARRY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 3YD lm 

06J4 DUBAI CT81BGE (17) C Bnisn 9 7 J Newer 13 


4.25 


225 


1 4 

2 080 

3 00 

4 

5 2 

6 223-24 

7 

8 32- 

9 S 

18 

11 0.308 

12 

13 00 

14 55 

BETTING: 84 

MB, M. 


TYNEMOUTH MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3Y0 lm 2f 32yds 

APMAgTAPOlB (1ft C ftman 9 0 IWeavwI 

BAStOHEBQMDS (17) J Qum 9 0 ^DMilrantt 

CLASH OF SW0SD5 (U8 P Caber BO HM4 

MESUGoadanSO 

MUW I3Q 0 Ualey 9 0 

SASU8Ua8)Gttagg9a. 


TteHt LAKE Saeed bn Sucre 9 0 . 
AUMURA (2X7) J Garten 89 — 

RA8CO<17)MCaradio89 

HEART hi Stoute 89- 


IHWaOS8le2VWKan»89 

QUE5T0MA H Cad 8 9 

TW*A(27)JB«ry83 P 

WHBPBtH)MBa pyp3)P terre69 

Sron, 7-8 Uskeed, 44Dgrt Lake, 5-1 Heart, 7-1 Ake- 
12-1 Hanco, 144. ( 


_J CBiroa 14 
BTberooeU 
JertEddrey7 

XDwteyU 

A«Mb2 

iOrtMl 

— kmmi 
PD nweeR)! 
— .WRyae9 

Oil 

IMS 


2 4080 ENERGY HAN [ *3) M Does 9 & Z. .Z J Cm* $ 

3 1332P-6 RUSSIAN RASCAL (T)(QT trarrty 9 3 JHBtahlT 

4 ®*13 vmST0N[U)(D) JBrt*rB12_ SEVmPIU 

5 532110 EBEN MAS (mmiBD smooths ll KDartey 2 

6 6M0 ANY COUXR (24) U Conodio S 7 XOnnocV 8 

1 JFananlO 

8 008463 SAMD8IASIER (33) Me J ftomsoen B 6 KFABdo 12 

9 0080 GBCR0USF«5OlTfW) JttPayne SJ B0»n*»a 

18 4004-a CERSSE 03) W tfcfvB J y ferny (5) 18 

U 6506-3 CRAIBA06E MAClC MUsM MJeti 82 I fere Ing 3 

12 500084 ncUFETOUW|43)AHaneonB2 tvMmlS 

13 03-CDS aiCCAWC (57) I Htti-mJa 8 2 Sltat« 

14 050808 ONCER HOOCERS (10) B Wrater 8 2 .... DM Mm 4 V 

i£> 600800 OnOt£ (17) N Trader 8 S JteUdrrU 

16 000886 LAMM ORDBI CM) M& J Rsmairr 8 1 - .J FEflM U 

IT 500856 NORTtERH CtAN (33) M W CaSER>r 7 10 . i> WH0R Cl) 7 B 
IB 0086 BAUSHQSSANSL (24) N Bjanfl T 10 NVMey<3)16 

•Udedered- 

MWnm »*jpic 73J0H Tw hjntc» mWT N/Wvm Dan Be. B* 
ij*taangef 7a 2 a 

BETtll»M«indMaaMr.lW Drt nl C BM»,7-lElM FteeO I Mrtae . 

8-1 Mat Rncai, 10-1 Dm Ufa To live. 12-1 ateere 

SEATON BURN HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 5f 


5 j 00 


o crl AMdTSFORDCLABMNG STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^450 added 2Y0 Of 


0 GOME FDR BROKE (UJ PHtoim 90 
11 FDNZY9) U&L Stabs BID 
23824 HBLODOtiy(2DKBule89 


LJWWnsf 

40 8aVERnU(4%Wltemp84 
4 AUBAEWH (14) N Bjcrcfl B3 
00 aOMAMNfiAL(17)MCBTa*o7 13 
0 IQHM (29) J Mnre 7 11 



m3 w 

BETTING: 5-4 FOaay, 3-1 HB0I Utesbrt. 4-1 HaBe DoRy, 5-1 Ctoaawo 
Bri, 12-1 Being fer Broke, 16-1 Koda, 33-1 others 

I Q OE l SCOTTISH EQUITABLE/iOCKEYS ASSO- 
l°^°l dAnON HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8,500 
added 3YD Jm 4f 93yds 

1 334-1 IMIB|(29J0irtap97 KDretey7 


515-3 PB%lcaM£(2%DMa1ey93 

652-0 ISSUE OF UB(ZQJM Johnson 9 1„ 


3Hoenon2 
3 Warm S 


1 42358 DICtAnON (23)1107)084 100 JFEcraU 

2 200080 C0LMAYBAME{17) (D) J WKbc.5912 _N CBeesriM BB 

3 060080 NBySBOmNU(B)mMDo&7 910 JCrarafll 

4 822403 PLUM RRST (6) (D) 1. Lkqd- lanes 69a JFWW^U 

5 0-44106 CAFTABt CARAT (17) (V) 1 Rvrakn 5 9 6 

KFMon S 

6 003080 MEDU. B0IYS (13) (D) Mas L Srtld 9 8 12 JWwmlS 

7 020000 MVIBilAIE (29) (D) kfeflyn tttee 7 8 6... Doan HcMeawn 8 

8 120560 FEUffiBtONEtAlE (35) (CO) Mss LSrtol 595. . _ 

GHhdiv 

9 084433 SONDEBSEfU) (D)NTnMer785 JRrtueeU 

18 4500 ASTRAL'S CHANCE (17) k Bute 3 84 Peal Eddery 10 

U 036800 D0«aClL£(19miEa»tw4B4^ MH2 

12 800303 FEmrShHSHM6(lSNBKR«4B2.. GDaOridS 

13 081115 RHST (27) IBF] M W Eaaetto 4 8 2 DMGMan7 

14 800035 SAlUOREAlLY(%WSurey5 7 11 NKamdyU 

15 800000 RAFKABMDE(llB(l8DcnCinalns]5 710 

KMTUto 3 

-Urtadaretf- 

MhBwum nvtghc 7M 10 t>. In* human flanfcwbde 63 11 ®. 
BETTING: 9-4 Fotet, 11-2 Ceptttn Caret 7-lFtae FM. 8-1 Sandertaa. 
Metal Soya, 12-1 Dfctabon. Faeay^ Wbhk% 14-1 etten 


UTTOXETER 


•f on FAMOUS GROUSE HANDICAP CHASE 
lwW l (CLASS C] £6^00 added 3m 2 f 


HYPERION 

630 Daring Hen 730 Percy Tlirower 730 
Wretei«aie8j00 Greenway Lady &30 Factor Ten 
9 jOO Exterior ProfBes 


GOING: Good to Finn (Good In plane). 

■ Left-hand course. Run-in of 17<8yd. 

■ Coarse to SE of town near B5017. Unnxrter reobai (Derby- 
Grewe line) atyobto eooise. ADMISSION: dub SIS (OAFS S 1 3): 
TsnOTafls S10 (OAPs 37); Course S3. CAR PARK: FYec. 


1 4F4332 SMI0BOimtoHUDp)|l9SPMlOllKl.A1hcntM 

2 UAA6 BMHIOU.(lQPHobt&9116 CMwde 

3 34PP43 FWt SENHR (12) (D) P Vfegnann 10 11 5 I Bey 

4 130541 DIAMOND HfflT (20) ID) J VtCormocf*- 11 11 1 -5 Mcftea 

5 2323P2 FROZEN DROP (U) (D) P Rtdrere 9 105 Mr J Cdtoty (3) 

6 600111 WIEKB«GAI£{23)(C}MsJPRrnim6l03 R Dtanroody 

-G 


BEnrM2&4HMteamte, 7-2 Synderboroe^i Lad. 4-1 Dtamond Fort, 7- 
1 Ftaan Drop. 8-1 fer Sentor, 18-1 Baetool 


BUNKERED FIRST TUBE: Una Street Bines (6-30.1; Bober* 
(8-00). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Jnbrea (9.00) vnvi al 
Penh on Thursday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Juhnra (9-00) bn been sent 218 
trifles by J Dodds from (Tattoo, Ntet bum bal aud ; SynderbortiBgh 
lad (T80) sent 192 mfles fry S Rbe ftom Sdbrgy. Devon- 


6-30 


HIGHLAND PARK MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 


00 BUNCMAW(3%PRnia«7U5. 
0058PD CHUCMES (U) Mbs DSnrti 6115- 

182864 FHJDSPAR (22) i Emails 7 11 5 

U3P LAC DE GRAS (238) R Curia 5 11 5_ 


.Ur K teen 

M Dwyor 

D Morris 


P05- UMESnSTBUiES(B8B)SOman5115— SMdMB 

00PTO5 FKNALHW) (28)M Uad8(rt611 5 BRrtDep) 

233V82 SEAK3UGHT(12)TWBon8115- 

POtCFP SHAfOlON LAD (12) A Caro! 6 11 5. 

0 HE FSKESMMtBI (1190 IfcCan 5115- 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
U 
12 
13 

M ooo nansiEp5)iifiBLSddai4iio 

15 538855 NAMXJHA (342) Mss A Emttrco! 5 11 0. 

18 48QFP DESa8ErSEV»(lQJDro*ea6110— RUaraty^ 
— ^ dociwd* 

BB1M8: S4 DM«HraUM%to M 9eereH0*.8-l EBrefs Dreem. 
184 Ibu Street Blues, 12-1 Baocbtend, 14-1 


onni BLACK BOTTLE CONDmONALSSELUNG 
OA/V l HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,450 
added 2m 

RraERO09MnjPmBn512O X Bnam (5) B 

KAIZAM(U)(D|(BDACarDlllUU — DFtoaa*a(S) 

CLEAN mflE (45) (BF) UTanykra41] ID Jtteto 

WAQOOa7)P)W 0^8119 GayLrwteV 

MOTIET (27) 09 i Nng 10 U 8 BHantag 

BUTS BET (1^ (D) Mss JDsB 8 114 JMm 

BRBNHUDr UDT m « Mss A Emtexra 4 U 3 . _L Aspol 

UASONDDDN (10) J nctereig7 1013 Alamacb 

SHANAKHE (20) B Uew*p> 9 10 12 A Procter 

SM5S MOreHAM [38} P Bear 6 108 TJItarpey 

■8BH TAN (4B3)MUad8w* 9 ID 6 BFertna 

TEBS UN (B) 0 Bennan 7 302 „WWaM(5) 

JEHoteartB 


26509= 
332542 
533 
0P31P5 
300000 
05Mm 
1P046U 
200FQ4 
OP30F5 
240006 

11 P652ft5- 

12 OCBOTO 

13 OBFOSf 

14 45FP00 


)«Bt 50 IDST (74^ P HaD 6 10 0 .. 
smiON EXPRESS (2Q n 8 Ureete 8100- 


15 F53P00 9JKX DECISION (13) JOesad 5 ID 0- 
- 15 1 


66 «HL(19)Wate411D_ 


A McCarthy 


ID auMGIBIBM)(B3KBaiay6iiO. 

60 EJHH.SDRBW(17)ttaH»W^6110_MrJCitey(3) 
00580 L0TWH JSI (15) J Wtattn 7 11 0 B 



hNnbwm m&u 10a. True handcap ne(gc Maer Soma 9a 96. Salon 
Ecpass i QtAft Decision W 7Xi 

BETTMK 3-1 Rebere, 5-1 teenwey Lady, UCCIaao Edge, 6-1 Kabari, 
74 tefa BeL 12-1 Mesne Dfam, StaMtato 124 eBMi* 


MACALLAN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 2m 5f 


JFWtey 


W2-6P1 FACTOR TEN (12) MesH Itn0t8 lib. 

0P53A) COtMmWDE LAD (314) UMaagKli7 110 BFtolten 

PRSOtG 9RBH0 (*N W Qfl’ 7 11 0 SVltertV 

PF35U2 F18JSY 7HUW (S) MYfeaon 10 110, MrMHKto 

M5U65 STUM WARRXM (17} TUfalll 11 (L 
223836 HAOS COURT pa J&MU 9110. 


TOO 


BUNNAHABHAM NOVICE HAMXCAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £3J50 added 3m 110yds 


63-1262 SRMHIMMBI(2Q(D|CWMan71110. 

UlSPlf PSBYT>«hyBt(17)NTM5too8a*3K9112 TJenke 

3C021D BAUNXIO{44(D)TDannete71D12 MrRAmrei 

030446 AUMEALBE(19) JFtofieaU6108 HDeyer 

063631 CMOMABOOCHDWN (13)PBreen510 7 MWoriSikigton 

26000F JWTHaEYOUARE(B)KBrtey7lD4 TJtepkyH 

104464 S4XDN MKC A JBemesS 103 SapUelBkbalffl 

QTWJPOO ABDUL Bffi (40)1 Wason 9 IDO OPeare 

D0U4 SU8HURA (12)PWe0nam61OO TEtoy 

-9 1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 6-W062 DH0UAUR([R)(12) DMcMbsi5107 — 
-74nM- 

KTTBK: U-8 Dtao UMte. 7-4 Itecter Tan, 94 HhHy 1Mb, 8-1 Erfeen, 
284 Cauabyekto IMi Start Wantar, 20-1 HMa Corel 


L O'Kara 


AMnunee^alCat Tnx handk^i veign: MxhJ En* 8a SK^ServamBsi 

9a 

BETTMto 24 St raetoa cfcar, 4-1 Percy Thrower, U4 Ablbamtbu Ire, 
84 Sew Made. 74 Craraaboo Oewn, 8-1 Batelae, 124 etbara 


aoo 


FAMOUS GROUSE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^750 added 2m 4f UCyds 
1550F3 EXEBX)RPR0FUS(Z3) NfM9avDans6 11 i-CMaeda 
22F221 JUB8AN (7) (D) J Ctadfc 1011 7. 


BETTW&54EderiBrPraC*ee,2-lJnbrao,74JaBBtyJerol2-lPotBBck- 
hfcd. 20-1 Broanrtg Boy. MawOf- Tb a H brid. 25-1 lartafthefabte 


00134 iU*frTR«E(17J(C0JB6*%-5U2 DflBM0e>(7) 

OCR BRD0MU1 BOV (8) Ms J Ptrren 7 li 0_._— Jt Renat 
0 IASn)FI®M(nSf44)TWai7110 RHraeey (5) 


00 MAH8F7)CAWRU)[7DKBa4ey6nO AThomton 

P3 POT BLAOOSID (19) R Lee 7 109 RMawoe 

-7 


HYPERION 

<xl5 Peter Monanty 6-45 Sydney Barry 7.15 Su- 
pentrick 745 Evangeica &L5 Wynberg &45 sa- 
ver Standard 


5 00245 LAURA LYE 09) B Da fete 6 10 11 IRaRtee 

6 6246T2 URBAN LBV (20) RHoi^s 6 10 L JKwh(7)B 

7 OFT BKHAlfS NNtfY (IT) 8 Nner B 10 0 IRKe ra eagiB 

8 ODSffP ORCHESTRAL DESXNS f!33) G Itm 5 ID 0.-.S Barnot* 

9 QFPP05 FRAGRANCE UDUMAH (17) R Store 10100 BPOPrt 


GOING: Good (Good to Finn In places). 

■ Rtgfnrhsnd, ondutonng come. Saff icr cVauoruna. 

■ Coutse is 6m SW of Rsker on A38. ADMISSION: Grandstand 
& Paddock 19: SBv*r Ring 1450 (accompanied under- 1 Os bw ). 
CAR PARK: 52 on rails; 52 members; remainder free. 




BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Btatton'i Nancy (7.15); Pennant 
Cottage (vtured) (8.16). H abaaba (risored) (8.451 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Peter Honamy (8.15) 
won al SoobweD on Ssmrrfay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: RaraaDab (8.410 ha» been sen ICO 
mD« by J White from Auburn Rowart, Oxfortlsbtre: Haggerty (7.45 1 
A Pennant Cottafe (&16) sen ICO mSra by Mta K Wbkehaue 
from Chmcb Sutcct, BhnnvAue. 


6-15 


JAMAR LOGISTICS & A F FREIGHT SELLr 
MG HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,450 2m 2f 

121 PETES MOfMMY ^ (Q M Poe4 11 7. DBMgHter 

50Q5EO C00CHEO3)RBrtcr7111 — Bl 

454F04 TIMID MOVE ffif Asm 6 Ul_ 

PQ CM*flRrS0(rtlGPluCtei5UO 

4-O0CF »CH POST (22) G Ham 7110 

OOP?#) KUIAN (15) Ate B Warg 6 11 0_. 


Atenum idffc 10a. True (remap -efyis Bhfih»ml5 Nsrre to! 130. Or- 
chearal Dajgs 99 6Bt Fragrance Mowaain S9 lib 
BETTING: 54 Seperaik*, 3-1 Lnaa lye, 74 Vaflnrt TortJ, 6-1 Hadatoe 
PMrtdcrt, 64 IMmb Uy, 33-1 fay En Eas, BO-1 other* 

I 7 AR I BROWN & SHIPLEY NOVICE CHASE 
I (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 7f LLOyds 

1 (45112 EVAHGBJCA (HI) (BF) W FipD 6 11 13 DBridDviter 

2 423421 HWEMWGAlC(U)KRM4tnelI8Ull — APMcCoyfl 

3 (J230PO ARTFUL ARIHJR (15) L GBUrt ID 11 4 MrJtertkk 

4 645353 BUBOTWMOIIIDi22)tesCHanof4 9114 

Jfc J Crat^eon (7) 

5 S4pp CARROT BAY (12) M Q0e ID 11 4 EDO* 

6 4-5400* CHBMMAN (17) J Mi*a 7 11 4 RteeM 

7 056406 RA88EHJY(lB)»teH«iratiou»6U4 .Cltowteya 

8 SAXON BLADE RSnorerB 11 4 WHAM 

& a«K> saSCA*8*d2)Dteray8U4 JtolDwtoek 

ID 161005 TOUR LEADER (12) R BudJo 7 11 4 BPercR 

11 3P5642 TRUST Dffl) (9) S Kn^n 8 11 4 CUptaeB 

-Udadared- 

BEITBI8: 84 BrogaBea, 5-2 Haraorea Orta, onta l**l*t; 84 Otoe- 

□ro. Seme Bade. 10-1 ttert Deed, 14-1 tea Olhe (ML 33-1 ol&M 


EJJDnep) 


fsJs 


JAMAR LINER AGENCIES NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3fi00 3m 2f 


T nniiwib 1 6-11150 HAAE DB5BHG [25 (D) NT w3cr-Da*5 5 11 11 


-EBjraa 


PPP0P6 HbHSBJR BROOKS (233 RSbo^sB UO RS&eert 

5F®50 BECKY BOO (28) D Rachel 6 10 B DJBbrMI 

0840 NOBBY NOKIH (13) G Timer 4109- 
06 OtHnaBWRFna5J09. 


11 3D0Q8F SKST8N FHMS5S (62) MBLVlbraiacccS 109 


JftBSf 




iff) 

ttnWb U-1D Peter Meneonr, 4-1 Serty Boo, l^at, g-i Katao. 8- 
1 Nobby North. ID-1 Station Nnt »■! Caocbto. 584 otben 


SBHPIUNS EDWARDS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS ^ £4,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

05-1403 RAMSttR (28) PMctCeB 1110-. A F McCoy 

3UMH SV»CrBNBir[19(C0)RBuCttGrlllll0 BForert 

431242 HCSAHM£(E} n u»VM*m9115 RQnane 

F4C42 MUREWB)02)BRWnte9U4 DSrttteffiB 

F23® ABKVHRD(27) RFwS 7 113 I feet 

023031 ftMNNfi. PASTie (27) D ftrrisl 12 11 2 DJBtedwi 

21221)4 (BUY REBfJTA (2BS) (CO) PRofiofflS 1013 

S giro ta 

43(224 DO > j RAW (27) CT RHrtps 10 100_T I)aiW B ri iB 13) 
4FC003 MKIGOISa)S((U)(C}mJMB«te9UO-EWyrtie 
HOTO fiUlSHffiBSDMnlllDO -J^RDoiAefT) 


4P03 ptrtAZEUC PS) R ABer 5 II 7 
100023 WYW£RS{27) TFbrter 511 7 
P22300 AI0«W«(B)MPue6U4 


-C 

RKavaaam 

-SWpro 


-lOdeEtared- 

mflinm eelBc Htt. Tiua fanrfflap aeSgts Erenrig Rato 9s 23b Mae- 
gDS Green Bs SB. (tebbh 89 SCl 

IFrttoUteru ~~f~ irtm. 

5-1 Abnarf, 8-1 EMrtaglteM, 1S-1 ^rtoey Brary, 20-1 otera 

BROWN & SHIPLEY NOVICE HANDICAP 

HURDLE (CLASS E)£3j000 2m 3fllDyds 

1 0FS228 JOT ness (461)0 Bam 7 11 13 Rteeoo 

2 313338 WUAWT0Sto(20)MPtoe5111D. _0 BriRfaMtar 

3 810 MADttt FflSSXlBir 03) C ftesh 5 11 4 A F McCoy 

4 222206 SUPStt8K{23)WU»5U3 MRktart 


XPS56 WHEOOESS MAN (10) 103 9 111 BU%mB 

322131 rtS6RAM>B0)JUarariry7105 APUeCoy 

QGPPP GOnOFCJOHNBOfilteJiWwSlOO RDartS 

5UP2UP PALACE PARADE (9) GHsnS 100 MMH(5| 

=, 503060 MU4ADB- (401 R Bate 4 ID (' — JPBeel 

10 U38FFP EMBLEY BUOY (19) Jttttrs. 8100 SCreran 

11 P054F0 FBitoNTOtinWEM Mss KYirmnoM 8100-— 

DHtaWjpJV 

12 306000 vraso (5) k B rtop 9 10 D LHaney 

13 0SP6 MANOR BOUND (J7) 3 iMkm 6 10 O-TDatcnribe 

- 13 declared - 

wdrun e^t lOst litre nmtoap ne^c Gor to ft Mtog 9g uxi Ralaca 
ft«toSBlflto.Mu-ftdJ32S%&4*y®W 9 s , ' i h.ftt B i»sftena9f99 
OB. teno 6S 120. Manor Bared 89 

BETTOG: 11-4 Wynbert 7-2 tta Srtnd. 9-2 Pbfctfefc, S-l (tabs Owrfet 
6-1 Merttoss Man, 10-1 AMycusn, 25-1 other* 


SIMPKINS EDWARDS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D} £44)00 added &n 3f 110yds 
1112UF DtSTWT XEMOBY (UB SO) P Hl®E 7 12 (L™A P MeCcy B 

431PFB SB3eriOUR9)(D)MreSlMaraa01113 - 

-TBaaonbotn 

—D mitotan U 


3S2P36 HABASHA(U)MPm&U3 
000030 SABAH HNSt P2) (On Us J Rant 12 10 13. 
468023 DREAMKEjap^JFraSlOlO 


JF9 


705 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 853001 RA*MUAHt22)(a»JV*^7106 ROte 

9 460004 MSSSOUTER (IS H Store 7 100 C Dewax- y 

-9 doctored - 

MMMil iOtt Tiw ftanrtcap oe»«: MB Sorter 99 48). 

BGinito 3-1 Over Startart. 7-S Secret Fbto. itantatt, U DM. 

tart Memory, 6-1 Mrtesfca, 10J Qraam (tea, 14j. Sevse, 1$-1 oU%a 


0F3344 SUICRSIM«MH(17)TFaRtorG109 — — SW)a» B 
654006 ■jrYf»r*or > n a~7 , nB Bhtoul 


X 









the 


1 »~W1«IT • THUHSttg 88 MAY 1998 


SO 


sport 
England aim 
to tame 
Tendulkar 






SM 


ltir.3 


v-i*- 






fl.Xl 


•r/.: 




DEREK PRINGLE 
Cricket Corespondent 

It is some measure of how ap- 
palling the last i‘z muntbs have 
been for English cricket that the 
Ifexaco Trophy is now regarded 
important enough to have its own 
customised squad of players. 

England, normally fierce ad- 
vocates of Test cricket, have 
gone further in this direction than 
ever before, but although Ray- 
mond Illingworth and hus panel 
have distanced the spectre of the 
World Cup with an enlightened 
selection here, the chairman has 
reopened other wounds with his 
ill-timed comments concerning 
Devon Malcolm's performance 
in last winter's Cape Tbwn Test 

nKngworth, who was not at 
The Oval yesterday as England 
limbered up for the first of force 
one-day matches against India, 
has a habit of speaking his mind, 
but even he might have balked 
at foe riming of his latest salvo. 
The Test and County Cricket 
Board almost certainly did, and 
he should be appearing in a com- 
mittee room at Lord's soon. 

Michael Atherton, looking 
relaxed after a long fielding ses- 
sion, refused to be drawn, say- 
ing he did not want to rake over 
old ground or dwell on foe past 
“It’s at foe back of my mind. At 


the moment Tm just looking for 
a better tomorrow,” he said. 

Thar day, despite foe pres- 
ence of their enthusiastic and in- 
novative new coach, David 
Lloyd, wiD dawn only if England 
start winning. However, al- 
though most modem sportsmen 
will claim that winning is foe 
only habit that matters, it is one 
England appeared to have 
kicked some time ago. 

Since beating the Wfest Indies 
2-1 in foe Texaco Trophy this 
time last year, England have 
non just three out of 13 one-day 
games, and two of those were 
against foe Netherlands and foe 
United Arab Emirates. 

As such, even foe most opti- 
mistic fan might be hard 
pressed to come up with any of 
foe usual positive things that get 
trotted out at this time of year, 
despite England’s S3 per cent 
win rate in all one-day match- 
es played at home since 1984. 

And yet if there is a team that 
comes dose to matching Eng- 
land in the despair stakes at the 
moment it is India, whose 
crushing World Cup semi-final 
defeat at foe hands of Sri Lan- 
ka in Calcutta still lingers. They, 
too, are under pressure to de- 
liver to an expectant public. 

The man feeling the brunt of 
that pressure is India's captain, 
Mohammad Azharuddin, in 








j-ml 


The Oval yesterday prior to today's first Ttexaco TTOphymatch against England 


the wal'e of his Worid Cup semi- 
final riskm to put Sri Lanka 
in to bat on a pitch which sub- 
sequei itly broke up, along with 
foe Indian batting. 

Yesterday, after practice and 
stm nursing a sore ringer, he in- 
sisted that he had not been pan- 
icked into a drastic rethink. Must 
because we played badly in one 
match, it doesn't mean you have 
to change yourwhole approach.” 

That approach, as is the fash- 
ion these days, includes playing 
a pinch-hitter, who is Sachin 
Tendulkar, one of foe world's 


finest batsman. The wisdom of 
this was self-evident during foe 
World Cup when Tfenchilkar 
flayed the bowling to all parts 
of foe subcontinent. 

However, cm England’s ear- 
ly season pitches, particularly 
with cloud, and rain around, it 
may not be foe most sensible 
thing to do. Should he fail ear- 
ly on — as even he might - the 
confidence of those batting be- 
hind coukl quite easily plummet 

For that reason, Atherton 
wiD probably attack him with the 
outswing of Dominic Cork and 


Peter Martin. India have ad- 
mitted they need big scores to 
defend On the evidence so far, 
Tfendulkar is the man most like- 
ly to provide them and therefore 
might be better off at No 3 or 4. 

m their warm-up games, Io- 
dia’s bowling has far the most part 
been gentle and uninspiring. 
Only Javagal Srinafo and Anil 
Rumble hare looked dangerous 
and they will head an attack that 
wffl probably be joined by the im- 

proving Fares Mhanbrey and the 
**eady seam aFVfcnkatesh Prasad. 
In contrast England's prob- 
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lems will not be about who to 
pkk, but who to leave out, par- 
f jmlarty among foe aH-roundcis. 
With intermittent rain falling at 
The Oval yesterday and with the 
pitch under wraps, those deci- 
sions wiD be made this morning, 
though it looks as if Ronnie Irani 
and Mark Falharn will miss 
out Both are certain to play at 
least once in foe series. 

The only certamty-regardnig 
the new feces - is that Alistair 
Brown will open foe innings and 
will be given foe licence to play 
ashedoesforSuney.fffoepflrii 


is true, it should make for some 
interesting viewing, especially as 
Neil Smith, another who pinch- 
hits for his county, is earmarked 
for No 3 should Brown fafl. : 
This, it appears, is all part of . 
foe new fluidity that -Atherton 
and Lloyd want As Atherton 

admit ted, the widespread use of 

pinch-hitters keeps raising foe 
ceiling for scores in one-day 
cricket “When I started, 240 
was a good score. Now if s only 
a moderate one.” Over foe 
next three match^, we shall see 
if he is right. ' 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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M A E*Kwn (Kent]. 
indu (nrotafite): V Rathore, S R TenUw, 
(caqi.S V Man- 
jreter, ADJadga, n RMonfi BrtfcAftin- 
m, J Srtnaih. P L Mhanway, B K Prasad. 
Umpire*; R Wtan (Eng] and P WHay (&«)■ 
Match rafnta: C Smith (Vlfast Indies). . 

■ The opening day of the 
County Championship match 
between Sussex and Middlesex 
at Horsham was abandoned 
yesterday without a ball being 
bowled. 


Scotland’s state of readiness 


undermined by injuries 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 

reports from Hartford, Conn 

Just as a trip to see Rod Stew- 
art in New York tonight signals 
the end of the winding-down 
period for Scotland’s foot- 
ballers after the rigours of the 
domestic season, so Sunday's 
date with Ernie Stewart (no re- 
lation) and the rest of the 
United States side, marks foe 
beginning of foe build-up to 
Euro 96. 

The Scottish squad, who 
have collaborated with old Tar- 
tan Tonsils to record “Purple 
Heather" (formerly known as 
“Wild Mountain Thyme”) as 
their contribution to the mu- 
sical massacre that traditionally 
precedes such tournaments, 
will attend his shew at Madi- 
son Square Garden before fi- 
nalising preparations to face 
foe Americans. 

The players showed no ill-ef- 
fects in training yesterday from 


their arduous Atlantic crossing 
- after landing in New York six 
hours behind schedule, there 
was a long haul through rush- 
hour traffic to New England - 
though the condition of sever- 
al wm come under scrutiny in 
today’s practice. Principal 
among them is likely to be Ally 
McCoist, who missed Satur- 
day’s Scottish Cup final with a 
calf injury.' 

Craig Brown, foe Scotland 
manager, wants to see how foe 
Rangers striker responds to 
cardiovascular treatment before 
making his selection. “There’s 
an outside chance Ally will be 
fit for Sunday,” he said. “But 
foe important thing is that he’s 
ready for England.” 

Colin Calderwood is anoth- 
er whose progress is being 
dosely monitored Because of 
injury, foe Tottenham defend- 
er has not started a competi- 
tive game for two months. 
Brown admitted he was likely 
to play a full match against both 
foe US at New Britain and 


Colombia in Miami next 
Wednesday. 

All 11 players not in Sun- 
day’s starting Ime-up will be on 
the bench. Brown having 
agreed with the American 
coach, Steve Sampson, that 
any five can come on. -Rather 
than fielding his first-choice 
team, he will use the fixtures to 
stutfe the sharpness of fringe 
candidates like Blackburn’s 
Bilfy McKmlay and Coventry’s 
Eoin Jess. 

Brown may also take the op- 
portunity to deploy Ceititir 
Tbm Boyd, whom he has tencF 1 
ed to see as a left-sided wing- 
back, in central defence. In foe 
event of Alan McLaren foiling 
to recover from knee surgery, 
which he undergoes in Glasgow 

today, Boyd is expected to 
move alongside Calderwood 
and Colin Hendry in a three- 
man unit. But with the Dutch, 
Swiss and English all certain to 
have spies in foe stand. Brown, 
like Rod Stewart, did not want 
to talk about it. 


CHAMPIONSHIP COUNTDOWN: No 4 Germany 


Vogts is a favourite at last 


AI««»WTOEWUaVfflW£SS(**OUP 


If you wanted an interna- 
tional side to play for your life 
you would think carefully 
about foe Dutch, then choose 
foe Germans. They are foe 
time and motion man’s 
dream team, maximising 
while others disappoint. They 
qualify for every major tour- 
nament and usually reach or 
get dose to foe finaL 

Their preparation for Euro 
96 is typical. In all probabil- 
ity they will have only one 
chance of playing under foe 
Twin Towers, in foe final, 
but they have still laid a pitch 
of Wembley dimensions and 
turf in foe grounds of their 
Cheshire hotel You suspect 
it will not be in vain. 

After foe relative feilare of 
the last World Cup, when they 
were beaten in the quarter- 
finals by Bulgaria, foe Ger- 
mans have staged a typically 
robust comeback, winning 
eight of their 10 qualifying 
matches. They have since 
also defeated fellow finalists 
Portugal and the Netherlands 
'away from home in friendlies. 

Even the coach, Berti 
Yogis (“if I walked on water 
my accusers would say it’s be- 
cause- I can't swim"), has 
shaken off his critics and. af- 
ter foe final qualifying game 
a gainst the Rnf ffiriaiw, was a£ 
forded a standing ovation 
from 75,000 fens in Berlin’s 
Olympic stadium. If Vogts, 
who has had more calls for his 
resignation titan John Major, 
is popular, then foe rest of 
Europe must look out. 

“I feel confident this Ger- 
man team can win the Euro- 
Franz 

ibauer, one of four of 
\bgts’ immediate predecessors 
who have won either world or 
European titles, said. “The 
form they showed against the 
Bulgarians proved it.” 

Not that Vogts is entirely 
without selection problems, 
which have centred on Ins 


& 

V*JA 

00996 

strikers. Tottenham’s former 
talisman, Jurgen Klinsmann, 
once he bas served a one- 
match suspension, is a cer- 
tainty after scoring nine goals 
in the qualifying games but 
finding a partner bas proved 
more of a problem. 

Karlheinz Rjedle and Hdko 
Herrlich have not fully recov- 
ered from injury while Fredi 
Bobic has a suspect knee, Ulf 
Kirsten has lost form and Ste- 
fan Kimtz has looked a lesser 
player since moving to Besik- 

Player to watch 



stas in TUrkey. In desperation, 
Vogts turned to the neglected 
talent of Oliver Bierhoft 

Never fully appreciated in 
foe Bimdesliga, Bierhoff has 
prospered since moving to 
Italy s Udinese via Salzburg 
and is foe only German left in 
SerieA. First capped against 
foe Portuguese in February, he 
scored both goals in a friend- 
ly against the European 
Championship holders, Den- 
mark, and seems to have ce- 
mented a place. 

Vogts’ other dilemma is foe . 
position of sweeper, which my 
would normally be in foe pos- 
session of Lofoar MatthHus, 
foe World Cup w inning cap- 
tain in 1990. A ruptured 
Achilles tendon cost him his 
place in foe national 
which was not regained despite 
some storming performances 
as leader and sweeper of the 
Uefa Cup winners, Bayern 
Munich. 

In his place has come Mat- 
thias Samroer, the first East 
German to play for the unified 
national beam in 1990 and 
now, Klinsmann and Thomas 
Hassler not wi thstanding pos- 
sibly the most influential 
member of it. 

Guy Hodgson 


Matthias Sammerl 

(Borussia Dortmund) 

Wales pinpointed Samroer 
as a potential weakness, 
his eagerness to push for- 
ward sometimes leaving 
gaps. Instead, he domi- 
nated their qualifier in Car- 
diff, firing more shots at 
Neville Southall in 90 min- 
utes than an English 
sweeper would contem- 
plate in a career. A player, 
as the advert goes, for 
those who prefer silk. 


ConBw p wa 

Andrata Kflpfce 
OQwKste 
OfvwRKk - 

Defenders 
Marius Bafcbel 
Thomas Hfrirar 
JOttHiKaNw 
Stefan Ranter 
MattWaa Semnr 

Rene Sdneidar 
Midfielde r s 

Mario Bader 
Marco Bode 
Dtatar Efts 
Steffon found 
Thomas HAasler 
Andreea MfiOor 
MaAmetSohoa 
Thomas String 
Christian So* 

Fenrards 

Wvor Herhoff 
Fred Bobic 
Mritea KBrnawm 
Stefan Mutt 


Enractit Rankfljit 
Bayern Munich 
Warrior Bmrwn 


BmamMinteh 
Bayern Munich 
Bonsso Dortmund 
Bofussa Dortmund 
Boussta DomraM 
Hartsa Rostock 


WenSer Bremen 
Warm Bremen 
Warder Bremen 
BouGOa Dortmund 
KartsiuhB 
Boruaso Dortmund 
Bayern Mun^ 
Bajem MunDf 
Broom Munich 


UOnase 
VffiStuRgon 
Bayern Munich 
Besflnas 
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Hubris at the heart of great English schism 


; Being a military man. Captain 
£Tbny Hailett (RN retired) 
j should have known the folly of 
i fighting on two fronts. For the 
£ Rugby Football Union, the 
£ ghastly prospect of losing not 
»r only its leading dubs but also its 
neighbouring unions may 
> become a virtual reality. 

This is not what Hailett 
signed up for when he aoccpt- 
:■ ed the RFUshffling and left the 
: service to succeed Dudley 
; Wood as secretary. If only it 
: were as simple as commanding 
: a destroyer, he could be excused 
; for thinking. Destroyer? Ouch. 
■ Up there in his well- 
appointed cabin at Twickenham, 
j, a day is not the same without 
< some new crisis, and tomorrow 
;f the one with the dubs coukl weQ 
r become terminal. And lest we 
£ forget, the English are on the 
[; brink of being drop-kicked 


out of the Five Nations as well. 

As things stand, there is as lit* 
tie chance of resolving how 

land is to be fin an re^an (^ad- 
ministered as there is in 
eradicating mad cow rii «»ay 
For BSE and CID, read RFU. 
After last Friday’s inconclusive 
meeting, the clubs let ft be 
known that tomorrow’s would 
be make or break. Now it has 
tinned into a meeting of (he full 
RFU committee -all 61 of them 
- and all the evidence makes it 
more likely to be break. 

So attention must turn to 
what happens then, after the 
great breakaway, and an inex- 
orable logic is at work which it 
is quite conceivable to see cul- 
minating in En glan d’s being 
represented in a revamped Five 
Nations competition by an al- 
ternative, non- RFU t«nn 


The other home unions are 
so fed up with English cupidi- 
ty - the very sin of which the 
union accuses the dubs - that 
they could feasibly bring them- 
selves to deal with an alterna- 
tive to the RFU, which has in 
effect been given a month to 
abandon its policy of seeking a 
television contract separate 
from the rest. 

You need only examine the 
state of relations between Eng- 
land and its uneasy partners in 
the Five Nations to see how 

tempting this retort to a centu- 
ry of perceived arrogance would 
be. As an otherwise pleasant day 
in Dublin for last Saturday’s 
Peace Match confirmed, every- 
one - but everyone - is sick to 
death of the Rugby Football 
Union. 

Jack Rowell, the England 
manager, has been fond of em- 


Tomorrow, the RFU may find its war on 
two fronts has backfired, tearing rugby 
. union apart. Steve Bale reports 


phasising (as explanation and, 
sometimes; excuse) the impor- 
tance of an even longer histo- 
ry when his team face up to 
insurgent Scots. Welsh or Irish 
and the antipathy between Eng- 
lish and French rugby is among 
the game’s defining features in 
the Nineties. 

But Rowell could never have 
imagined that the on-field anti- 

Fngltshn ess with which he is fa- 
miliar would be so precisely 
emulated off the field too. The 
RFU, for which this season 
has been an endless strategic 
and tactical calamity, held a 
hostage to fortune with its in- 
sistence on opting out of the 


joint Five Nations television ne- 
gotiations and their Welsh, 
Scottish and Irish counterparts 
are demanding as ransom that 
the English abase themselves by 
backing down. 

If present positions are main- 
tained, the otherfournations- 
France included- will proceed 
with plans for a newhome-and- 
away tournament without Eng- 
land from next season when the 
BBC’s contract is in the last of 
its three years. And as if file 
RFU’s pariah status were not 
bad enough, it is then perfect- 
ly posable that the big English 
dubs, by then seceded from the 
governing body, would seek to 


enter a team of their awn so as 
to re-form the Five Nations' 
Championship. 

Remember, the First Division 
players headed by Phil de 
Glanville and Lawrence D al- 
ia glio have already pledged 
their allegiance, in the event of 
a split, to the leading dubs rep- 
resented by English Profes- 
sional Rugby Union Clubs Ltd 
(Epruc) and self-evidently 
would also want international 
rugby both for financial reasons 
and for its own sake. 

This has been made explicit 
within the past fortnight try the 
England lock Martin Bayfield, 
who says that players of his ilk 
would not stand idly by if they 
were not participating in the 
championship ana would get on 
with organising their own team. 
It is not as if player/union rela- 
tions have any recent history of 


cordiality, and one can clearly 
see a move such as postulated 
by Bayfield fitting rather neat- 
ly into Epruc’s schemes. 

' Nor would ft necessarily end 
there. The RFU was hardly a 
soul-mate of the big southem- 
hemispbere rugby onic ’'tr- 
io* the years that led at Iasi io 
the International Board's em- 
brace of professionalism nine 
months ago, and il is a pre- 
sumption Twickenham's part 
to think that, simply because it 
wills it, it will have Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa 
queuing to play here. 

Quite the contrary in fad, if 
we are to believe Keith Parkin- 
son of the South African RFU 
executive, who suggested the 
calendar was already loo con- 
gested- An endless alternative 
diet of, say, Italy. Argentina and 
sundry Pacific islanders would 


be an unappetising substitute for 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland and 
France and unworthy of Twick- 
enham’s 75,000 capacity or the 
£34m still owed on il. 

And anyway who is to say die 
"Sanza" countries would' not 
prefer to take on Epruc Eng- 
land, being a team representa- 
tive of the strength of English 
rugby, Ulan RFU England'.' .Al- 
though the RFU habitually pre- 
sumes that w'hat is good for i; 
is good for everyone else, every- 
one else disagrees. 

In the meanwhile the pro- 
tagonists can only wail for to- 
morrow - but no! hope, since 
every time there has been op- 
timism it has gone unrequited. 
England, or rather English rug- 
by as represented by the RFC', 
faces meltdown. Fur New Eng- 
land, on the other hand, the rest 
of the world awaits. 


Welsh hope to feel 
at home on tour 


-■STEVE BALE 


^ 1besdav ft was Scotland 
leading off for New Zealand 
and today it is Wales en route 
to Australia. The contrast could 
not be sharpen where the Scots 
have embraced touring as es- 
sential more than merely nec- 
essary, for the Welsh it has been 
an optional and frequently un- 
pleasant extra. 

It is Kevin Bowring's earnest 
hope that this is about to change 
but the Welsh are notoriously 
bad tourers - both in terms of 
the results they achieve and the 
adverse psychology of being 
away. So while the coach can 
hope, he cannot know whether 
his own worldliness, born of 
most of a lifetime living outside 
. Wales (he still lives in Bristol), 
will now be transmitted to his 
players. 

Most of them wiD be staying 
in TVfcles, however, despite the 
aims supposedly on offer in 
England which have already at- 
tracted Gareth Llewellyn and 
Andy Moore. Their lucrative 
voluntary exile with Harlequins 
and Richmond respectively has 
specifically excluded them from 
group of 16 to whom the WeL?h 
Rugby Union is awanhngthree- 
year contracts worth £30,000 
^nnually - the proviso being 


that they play for Welsh dubs. 

Otherwise the favoured ones 
are those involved during the 
Five Nations, including Gareth 
Thomas, who is joining Pon- 
typridd from Bridgend. For the 
rest the attraction is march fees 
and bonuses - and Llewellyn 
and Moore are doing quite 
nicely anyway - and the incen- 
tive Of using the tOUT tO gain a 
contract As it is, the WRU will 
have to find £480,000 a year. 

Wales have toured South 
Africa once (and played a one- 
off Test there last September), 
New Zealand twice and this will 
be the third tour to Australia - 
all this in 32 long years. They 
came back from South Africa in 
1964 saying something must be 
done, said much the same after 
New Zealand in *88 and Aus- 
tralia in '91, when the tour dis- 
integrated through h umiliating 
results on the field and humil- 
jating behaviour off it 

If this seems an unduly neg- 
ative way in which to herald this 
eight-match tour, which kicks 
off against Western Australia 
next Wednesday and includes 
lists in Brisbane and Sydney, 
it has the positive function of 
emphasising how much has 
changed m five years. Vteles may 
have won onjy one of their 
1 996 jRve Nations matches but 
they were widely admired for 


their positive attitude and in- 
termittently skilful rugby. 

Wales should.be measuring 
themselves against the best in 
the world. But even in the years 
of plenty two decades ago 
Welsh success was confined to 
these islands, only the reflect- 
ed glory of major representation 
on the victorious Lions’ tours to 
New Zealand in 1971 and South 
Africa in 1974 proring a wider 
international point 

Even the team of 1978, the 

last from Stales to do the Grand 
Slam, went on to lose in Aus- 
tralia. ‘“We have the incentive 
of doing better than the other 
Welsh squads that have gone to 
Australia," Terry Cobner, the 
WRU’s director of rugby and 
the '78 tour captain, said. And 
as h happens, this modest am- 
bition is well within their reach. 

WALES TOUR RMtfW MHtoClc *C Coraa- 
ck (Pontypridd). Wh0K I Bran* UnA S Mi 
(Cartffl. *D Jmm (Bndeand). W Praetor 
tUane*. Centres: L Dwtas (Nm*. N Dantes 
(LtaneS). *J ru oooi (NatohJ. a Thomas (Pwv 
Hunfcft OMsbte in— :NJaMtei Pfrrapwda. 
A Thai— (Swansea). Scnm ttoraa. R Hora- 
Ibt (Brotgend). A Moore (Richmond). Prop*: J 
Davte* CNantrt. A Lewis (Cartff), C 


Swansea), L Mott o s (CorMI ). Hoofcan: J 
Hu m p hr ey s (Cardiff, on), G JenMns 
CSMtnseel. Lodts P Arnold (Sworana), *SF0ni 
(BUdgndt. PJonssCanSfl). Cteite UaraaSy w 
(Hariequtosi. »M Voyte INewportj. Fhnfcso: A 


If irlmit n isi ) r hums ff u ra te ). IT lint 
(Ebbs Vale), JELmm (CardrfQ. No 8s: H Tay- 
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2 Jonae AustrWan CaptoJ Jeottay (CaftSerral. 
6 Jaawc Now South VMas [Norm Syrtoey). 8 
JSK AUSTWIUA (Brabant). 12 Jana: Australa 
B IBdatantO. 15 Jonte NSW COurty (Mono). 
IBJudk Victoria (Maboume). 22 Jmm: AUS- 
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Becker out of 
French Open 


Tennis 


Boris Becker, Wimbledon 
champion on three occasions, 
has pulled out of next week's 
French Open because of a ihigh 
injury. The German said he 
needed to fake a break of at 
least 10 days because of a mus- 
cle problem which requires in- 
tensive treatment. 

Becker was yesterday forced 
to pull out of his singles match 
a gains t the day-court specialist 
Sergi Bruguera at the World 
Team Cup in Dusseldorf. David 
Prinosil was named as his re- 
placement in Germany's round- 
robin group match against 
Spain. 

Becker had chosen to play in 
the Dusseldorf tournament' for 
the first Lime in six years so he 
could work on his clay-court 
game. On Monday, the 28- 
year-old, who has never won a 
clay court tournament, lost his 


Alberto Costa on his way to victory in the World Team Cup yesterday Photograph: AP 


Mare Rosset in straight sets. 

Becker said he bad tom a mus- 
cle in his right thigh in two 
places during his match against 
Rosset. “I am extremely disap- 
pointed. The last six weeks' 
preparation oa day hav« been for 
nothing.” Becker said. “1 can’t do 
• anything for 10 to 14 days- 
Hopeftilly I am going to be back 
for the grass-court season." 


Becker was due to begin his 
build-up to his favourite Grand 
Slam event in London at the 
Queen’s Club on 10 June. The 
German said he did not know 
yet whether he would be fit in 
time to play. 

“You never know,” he said. 
“(Before Wimbledon] 1 have 
Queen's and two exhibitions in 
Roehampton. 1 have two weeks 
and l hope it works. 1 am still 
optimistic.*' 

Monica Seles saved five 
match pom is on her return to 
competitive tennis yesterday in 
a 3-6, 7-6, 6-2 victory over Aus- 
tria's Barbara Scheu at the 
Madrid Open. 

The three- times French Open 
winner, who won the Australian 
Open in January but has not 
played since early February be- 
cause of injury, said she was glad 
to get the game over. 

“It was a pretty emotional 
match out there on the red day, 
a lot of memories,” said Seles 
who will be competing at the 
French Open, which starts on 
Monday. 

“Game-wise, it was not one 
of the highlights of my career 
but it was good to get il over 
with and pul it behind and 
move on." she said. “It was a 
step forward again. One of the 
reasons I wanted to play here 
is to go through things I have 
to at the French.” 


Whitaker resigns as Great Britain coach 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

David Whitaker, coach of the 
Great Britain Olympic squad, 
yesterday resigned less than 
two months away from their first 
game in Atlanta. Whitaker, 
who led Britain to the Olympic 
bronze medal in Los Angeles 
and then gold in Seoul before 
leaving teaching to go into the 
communications business, re- 
turned in April 1993 to take 
Britain to Atlanta. 

There was no hiding the dis- 
appointment of Richard Dodds, 
Britain's captain in Seoul, at a 


press conference at Bisham 
Abbey yesterday. He said: 
“David’s business has grown 
enormously in recent months 
and be feefc unable to give the 
attention required to continue.” 
Dodds announced that Jon 
Copp, the Reading coach who 
has been assistant coach to 
Whitaker, had taken over and 
would be assisted by James 
Duthie who has also been part 
of the coaching team. Dodds ac- 
knowledged the enormous con- 
tribution Whitaker had made to 
the British game, adding: “We 
believe this decision to be in the 
best interests of Great Britain 
in the build-up to Atlanta.” 


Jason Laslett, Great Britain's 
captain, said that the players 
were surprised when tola but he 
did not expect any radical 
change. The loss of Whitaker 
will be a serious setback for 
Britain's medal hopes. 

Whitaker, who left his wife 
and family in March to move in 
with the coach of the women’s 
Olympic squad, Mrs Sue Slo- 
combe, was yesterday unavail- 
able for comment 

Jane Siasmith snatched a 1- 
1 draw for Great Britain with 15 
seconds remaining in their sec- 
ond game against Argentina at 
Lflleshafi yesterday. A deplet- 
ed British side went a goal 


down a minute before the in- 
terval when Sofia Mackenzie 
gave Argentina the lead from a 
fiercely struck penalty corner. 

A series second-half saves by 
Jo Thompson kept Britain in the 
game until Tina Cullen beat 
three Argentinians in midfield 
before her delayed pass found 
Snsmith for the equaliser. 

GREAT BRITAN: J Tton*m» fcwratofc J A0MW 
(Bradtad SraUierttan*. carat J MosM (Balsam 
Lacestori. KJohraon Bafcari Lbcssos). LCop* 
(Balaam leossaw); P R o bartaow (Gram. M 
orates ( Suiion Canada Ids). C Cook fHigjv 
tonrt; J StamMi (Sudan Camda Ufa). RSknp- 
son (EdinDurtfU. T CaDaa (Hepnam). 
SMMUbitw aaarfc M Metals (Sored and Y 
Whs imgaarart. . 

ARGENTINA: M Arofc 8 Mactomto S Coral- 


on, M Ajcag L L I fom ar G Sarahs to**). A 
Gambero, J Ftaiutt. K Ma 


i Maaotta. V Oran. C 

Roevri. Sobstftrtas usart G Pando, J CasW- 
Janand 0 Gcreatei 

Unpins I Muktoaney l£ng> and L Crespo (Aifl. 


Smith finishes beefing up the Bulls 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF 1 ELD 


The Bradford Bulls coach, 
Brian Smith, has added the 
final piece to his rebuilt team 
with the signing of the Great 
Britain and England full-back, 
Stuart Spruce, from Widnes. 

The 25-year-old Spruce 
joined the Bulls yesterday for a 
fee of £120,000 and will go 
straight into the side for the 
match against Leeds at Odsal 
tomorrow night. 

Smith has been tracking the 
player ever since taki n g up his 
post at Bradford. 


“I have kept in touch with his 
development since be was a 
young player in the very good 
Widnes sides when I was coach- 
ing at HuU,” he said. “He is one 
of those players who, if he works 
hard, could develop into one of 
the best in the competition.” 

Smith said that the signing of 
Spruce brought his current 
spending plans to an end. He 
now has enviable depth among 
the backs, wfth both Paul Cook 
and Nathan Graham able to 
play elsewhere, and anything 
less than a top four finish in Su- 
per League would be consid- 
ered a disappointment. 

Widnes have pledged to use 



NEWCASTLE 


CL30: 1. ENCHANTED GUEST (G Dufflekl) 

I ftw 2. IMi 6-1: S. Hail MqjMtlc 7- 

II ran. nk. hd. (P Hams). TbtK £AJft 
_30. £3.20. £3.50. OF: £15-90. CSf: 
0. 70. Trfcast E115J1- Trto: £29.90. 
7.00: 1. MAPLE BAY (P HOURS] 7 1: Z. 
tandant 9-2 Han 3. Staffistums SO. 15 

sc £170.18. Trio: £42^0. 

7 JO: 1- SEA-DEER U Fortune) 9-4 tw 
Sun At WbaUay 10-1; S. Hashy’s Son 
2, 13 ML 1. y?. p Chapman). TW« £a20: 
.10. £2.90. £2.10. DF: £4020. CSF: 
17.36. Tno: £06.40. 

SALISBURY 

&1& 1. WlfCHfNG HOUR (T hea) 13-2; 
Conspiracy 11-1 fav; 3. 

14 ran. 4. J. (Mra J Ceetf ). T«*k tang 
L30, £250. £2.50. DF: £17.60. CSF: 
£.18. Tnffi £145.50. Non Runnen Na» 
ta. 

6.45: JL. GLOW FORUM (Dane O'Neal 9- 
\jtr. 2. Krtstal Breora 10-1; 3. WmW Ex- 
« 12-1: 4. S*a»fcg MowlM- 19 
4. (L Momaeua Hsfi. Tots: Mto: £150. 

r.50. £1.80, CAM. OF; £5600. OR 
C27. TfteB3t £483.05. Tn« £419.7a 

t wootfands BrwfBf. 

7 JLS: 1. POWTER (Air L Wfcnfl 10- K 2. 
naps 9-2 fi fau; 3. SPnynos DooiMn 14- 

4. FMiK Pannant 0-1. 18 » .9-2 fi m 

3 , Oek. v>. (Mis N DutHM L T«*rt 

,00? £3.10, £1.40, £2.10. £3.00. DF: 
17.7ft CSP. £5327. Trussc £61142. Tn« 
. 72.10. NFC Courting Newcnarttot. 

| Hailing, last year’s Eclipse 
Lakes winner but very disap- 
3 in ting behind Cigar in the 
r coders' Cup Classic and 
trbai Wbrid Cup, is one of sev- 
i acceptors for the Group 
ne Prix d'Ispahan over nine 
irlongs at Longchamp on 
londay. The Paul Cole-trained 
hgmpion Stakes third Monqcy, 
as another acceptor for the 
ce EvrnmgTCifonnance, Leap 
x Joy, General Monash and 
odolphin's Easy Options were 
e British-based acceptors at 
■sterday's forfeit stage for the 
ispupTwo Prix du Gros-Chene 
Sr to-e furlongs at Dcauvflle 
l Sunday. Hie Simon Dow- 
ained Young Era, was one of 
ic three British acceptors for 
ie Prix du Palais RoyaL 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Funnell in title defence 


Equestrianism 

Pippa Funnell will be aiming to 
repeat last year’s victory when 
she rides Marshlands Rubio 
and Rainbow Magic at the 
Windsor Horse Trials, which be- 
gin today in Windsor Great 
Park, writes Genevieve Murphy. 

Funnell, who had been suf- 
fering from shingles earlier this 
month, rode these two seven- 
year-olds to finish first and 
third at Tidworth last week. 
Marshlands Rubio, who also 
won at Dynes Hall this year, 
looks to have exceptional 
promise. He is by Dutch Gold, 
with whom Jennie Loristou- 
Oatte was a regular member of 
Britain's dressage team and, as 
befits his breeding, Rubio's 


dressage marts are normally ex- 
cellenL 

Kristina Gifford, who is on 
the Olympic shortlist, will also 
be riding two seven -year-olds: 
O’Leary and Mr Macauley. 
Windsor will be their first 
three-day event, but they have 
shown good form on the one- 
day circuit -especially at Dynes 
Hall where they finished first 
and third in an intermediate 
section. 

The going is reported to be 
good, th anks to helpful water- 
ing by one of the new joint 
sponsors, Martin Collins En- 
terprises. Coffins’ firm joins 
Nordic Holdings and Exton 
Stud to support the event now 
that Brittany Femes are no 
longer involved. 


Ray Close is to sue the British 
Board over its decision to pre- 
vent him meeting Orris Eubank 
for a third time last year. 

Close, a former European su- 
per-middleweight champion, is 
suing for losses following the loss 
ofa re-match with Eubank and 
the subsequent suspension of his 
licence after failing a brain scan. 

Close has since been passed 
fit to box by the Boxing Union 
of Ireland but has been unable 
to secure a Worid Boxing Or- 
ganisation title fight with Steve 
Coffins, who took his place and 
dethroned Eubank in March 
1995. 

Close's manager, Barney 
Eastwood, said in a statement 
“Although I have absolutely no 


Close to sue British Board 

axe to grind against the Board, 
nonetheless I feel sorry for Ray, 
who has lost the benefit of a 
guaranteed £13m fight package, 
“I have absolutely no doubt 
that Ray would have defeated 
Eubank, had he not been re- 
fused permission to box by the 
British Board, and thereafter 
reap tire substantial financial re- 
wards being enjoyed ty his re- 
placement, Steve Coffins.’ 7 
Close, 26, continues to train 
in Belfast despite having only 
one fight in two years. “I have 
obtained detailed medical opin- 
ions from various medical con- 
sultants from Northern Ireland, 
the Republic of Ireland and the 
USA to the effect flat I am, and 
always have been, medically fit 
to continue my boxing career,** 
he said. 


Athletics 

GREAT BRJIAM TEAM (Baopoac Cup, Macbld, 
Jons) Mto: loom and ZOOM L Ctutods 
~ ss Veto y): 400 <e D ladt|o iBscne); 
: D Strantf (Hartnffyl: 1500 k AWMs- 

IGEQ: 3400a: G Uxito (Aura**); 

5.000nE K OAIbs tChetmstonfl: IXOsi bwttos: 
C Jadcson (Brecon!: 400ra burttosJ Mdtisoa 
IBWW): WOO B stMffecftaso: J Chsttoa 
(BefeweK 4 x100b, ratty (fraa* CfukUa, D 
MMta IIWM. T A"** J 

Btd*eU>. j fioratosr (Banff: 4«tf0a> rsiav 
(Trant LsUa. M mvant s w , (WAnasor), I 
TJmcmw (\Wwrn), J BhSO, ICsnWT!. D »ind- 

toy OMffin), M H|taa (Wndtsi}. METi Jtxnp: D 
Hrart oirr&fc Uang)uniu: F Sals IBa«nMi: 
ITtalsJunu: J &h*aite iGaashaad): PotowtoffU 
N Buriied SBot S WeraeCHannnfl; 

Msens: R W w iBmhtEkft; JaraBn: M Hi 
(Lsedsr. H— bwc M Jones iCrawteR- Wo— w: 

lOOoc S Jacobs (SnsftesUuyt: ZOtoc K Man' 

7 IBiichMCD: 400m: M Ned (Gttee>*l: SOGw 
HoUnes reamg ); 1500m: A gStw* (Satej: 


«x3DOni May ffnxat Jraota, Mmy. R R— 
(TrattonD: O McLeod OrcMe®, C M tufty 
(SMSesowy). M Mcewtoen (Wntooil: SaiOOm 
ralar (ftooD-. MbbT, OS— i M. P Bnrtn EsiaJ. A 
CurttWUsy (BAntwgi). S 0 ( re rt si in tHwalCM). 
Dftasei'tCiLyJ _ _ 

dor!; IcnsJocp: D (BrenfieKK 1 . . 

A llsnssiTbswK SBoC J OBI— (OPtoory: PIs- 
eut: D CtfaBvy lAJonawc JwbIr t smMsf- 
sanOtouvkw). 


« 285 (M Nswl B4. R HBfeM 70. 


Meet Sumy 372 tor 5 dec (I J VIBru 164no, B 
CJWte*e 100, T Stone 521 and 183lsr8;Noi- 
Dn—ratts 2S3 lor 8 dec a N mtor 127no. M 
MwM 51. J M De La Pena 5-«0. Match dnera. 
AsMaid: Ken: 384 lor B (toe (M J WBtoer S3. K R 
Taytcr 82. a J iWm 57 no; J F Bsw m A R 
ftooera 44S and HO »t 4 dec ID JSpsrar 71rw: 
W o rta nm neraa 246 (KJ tones 71. A R Rodens 
63) and 18 tors. Matcti Baaa. 

One MATCH: Bwfor* Ehdato Uretor-19 353 
tor 7 dec (D J Roeerts 153. A FlrertT 10S and 
IS tor a iWotoe Second » 280 (C A Chapman 
97:Ua4sBl4a7).ffto otoy today). Ms ' 




Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Seeds 13 Boston 7: 
Ctouaiand 6 AMmajHee 5: Kara® Oly 7 Um 
t CaMoma 5 adtsnore 2: Ntor Yort, VanktoS 7 
CUtond 3: Cheats Wire So* 2 Toronto 1; ttn- 
nesoQ 4 Tess 3. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: San Fonctxo 8 Mortieal 
5;fl(wte3CncwafiaCfea»C^4«E^ 
2: Si Louie B Houston 2: Cototodo 12 Pinsnur^) 
lft Las Anjjrtis 6 NewVwic Mas 4: Ptitatotolua 

6 3anl>eeo4. 

Basketball 

NBA u l ai -ot fa : Eastern C o Bfecanca Finala: 
OuacD 93 QriaretoBB |WHB> fcadfeoroAseu- 

on-tamo aeries 2-0). 

Cricket 

Ttre PaWstan Cncket Board yesterday 
announced that 61-year-oW Yawar 
SbwhI. a tobacco cornpany teecaurtve 
who played tor Somerset In the mid- 
1950s, would be the tour manager for 
Pakistan's ■forthcoming tour of England. 
He will replace the sacked ftvmer lest 
all-rounder Intikhab Alam. 

PAKISTAN SQUAD (EaSUnd startlBg 27 
Janak wasm Ateam <0(0. AanW SohwJ (wce- 
capO, SeseO Arewr. Sm/W Armor. SBtoi Ato*. 
kaz AJimea. htomufTMjFHao, RasNd lAOf. Mow 

Yeune. Monammaa Ataam. AaKB-Rahran. tor 
M^oba. SeM tour, Stotud Naur. 
SBayonQMMW Q B T’.wu i Lr ua u. Otam- 
MSIM 201 IN ) Tranor 104: M J Ramie* 7 

WonxaonNre 1S9 for 1 (V S Sda« 112no. M 

Oman JOB £ OK totbfl. H Mto dmm. 

ruinitoiiffim Bnupn 112 B D Lwel 5- IS) 

M 225 U R A Wttam 61. A J DMfin $7. R V 
Ahssto 54nR IldN 4-73): HsntoVin 196 IU J 
TlutMd 9ft A P [Mto 4-SU **l J2 tor 1. ffto 
pa* maap. Man* tom BoMwe OurtiamjJll 

to 7 toe 0 Wbod lOftn 0 G C UMMod ea D 

A Btantoon TO, U J Foettr 571 ad 16 lor U Sw 


CycUng 

TOUR OF IIAiy (OstunL RaM FWatb 
(147kntf9Un>B«^: 1 MCwlo IK) 

3lmm 39 wc or 41.673 topm (25337 l«hl: 2 S 
ManneBo (to Saeco; 3 F Gud 80 Semen BKie 
SK*m; « M Mantom (to ftoseno 2G MoOC « G 
Borto&r* 00 Maps GEL 6 Z Spun poO Cuemcte 
Parana &l same tone. Ovaraft l Manned i3nr 
amm 35se« 2 S Zanmi Oi) +6sae; S F ftsck (K) 
+12aec 4Faomeno> Ito +18sec; S AEdo (SpJ 
+26 mc 6 0 Bramed (It) +28WC. 

Football 

Sundertand, the Ffrst Otosion champi- 
ons, haw released long- serving mid- 
fieWere Gordon Armstratg and Brian 
Atkinson and ft9»-t»ck John Kay 
Eamom Bannon, the former Hearts. 
Dundee United and Scotland midfield- 
er, has &eerj appointed manager of rel- 
egated Falkirk. 

CZECH CUP Fknri (Prague): Sparta Pra&B 4 
Pena DmoAce ft 

TURKEY ProvWoaal squad tar European 
CMmplgaeMp fbalE fa uitea pwrr Rflstfl 
(Ferwraatwe). Sanra* Way). Adnaa 
u). Pe tea d ea Aim ftaoat (botfi 

Bule«RortBnl*fGalBaway),0g5n, 

Osman ItxAfi TrabrnneporJ. Eriito (varepsr), 
Rahtos iGerdertMt^)- WdffaUers: TBjrfon, 
COB (hoifi FanoitBheBl, Sarem (BoetoasJ.lbi. 
unagr, Ahanthih naan Treuanport. Taper (Ga- 
laiBsaray). Vadat IKBrafautspor). FatoardK 
EUant Uytfsi Btuprrt (BeskEe). 

HtonLOffraiOdmTtoBon^HalWLArtfnwn 

GatoQESrayl. SaffTat ftonto (toaedsper). (Spaacf 
■Alto cm (torn 25 to 22 nea wev. 


ms 


a(Pcral, fhrfCor- 
. DMendaoB Sae- 

....lltMN-raatocai. towdaPtotp 

(Parmai. Pads Madeira (Batoraraasi. Paafln- 
ho Santos (Portol. MMtoldara: Oceeae (Sport- 
mttiOcn). Thrarsa (Boansou. ptaus (flwrfcai. 
FWd iBhttlona), Paids Sousa uukris). VL 
tor Paoalfa (Gumardesi. FonrardB DoodnZes 
(PalM, ioAo Ptate (Berttaj. Foeaa (Porto), ira- 
dra BaAoaa iSponme bsaonl. Sa Plato (Sport- 
ing Lisbon), Pofirio (Unite Lanai. RU Cases 
(Ftorenwaj. Cadets (Caftc). 

Goff 

cua saauw pwofesbomlc h k mp mi b HO 
(WdanMaaa, C aro nn M ul It s i ftm — e o ad 
round aceraa: 140 T Hanoi (RmI Jtonl 71 
ea. 141 H ntn» (FtartktoS aa TZ MZTSmMs 
(Boston 72 70. 144 B Wanes (Nods) 72 72. 14S 
J Itodson (Benton HM) 70 75: P lidflan (Dm- 
rainy) 70 75{ J Medea (Soun sotei ® 7B. US 
A Btoaenfw (Ttersoan) 72 74; T Bntr r&taome 
PtA) 70 76. 147 B Hum ffodMto 72 75. XU 
Pfiwen (MeonV^ky) TO 78. 

US RYDER CUP LenfinK 

tou mm nt : 1 P 

Lora ■ 232^00: 3 U OTtera 


ftr 1397 
2P 
4=M 


Broota. S Horn 205.000; 6 C Pavvt 190D0D; 
7 F Coumes 187300; ■ J Maatot 154025: ■ 
notes 152500 : 10 D DtNdl4S.000. (top 10 
tetom ouaMr lor 22 -man mem, captain TDm 
Me seto as mo other pK^m. 

lee hockcqr 

NM. Stantoy Cup ptay-ofTs: Wastana Cordar- 
eneeflnaia: Colorado 3 Detroit 0 id) fCsteado 
toad bea-of-teten-gmes series 2 - 0 ). 

motorcycling 

The International Motor^cUng Federa- 
tion confirmed yesterday that the vic- 
tory of the Australian Anthony Gotoert 
m the opening round of the World Su- 
pertjlke Championship in Mtsano. Italy, 
on 14 April will not stand because at 
technical infringements. 

Pools dtvhteods 

UTTLEWOOOS: Treble chance: 24pt» 
£178^27.70.23 £1-873.45, 22 £116.75. 21 
£23.50, 20 £4.90. FM» sunk £8.75, Teal 
boraeer £1-00. SProways: £2818.50. 
VBMDNS:7»aMsdton0toS«a(a£2»83Z0(X 
29 £354 .15, 22 £85^5. &B9A 32 homes: 
£ft05. Tan bwayv £9L4ft 
BMTTBffSi TkaMa chsnca: 23pto £334.65. 22 
C5AO, 21 axaa. Fear drawn. £480. Tea 
hones: £0.70. B0* eamyK £32.70. 
2ETTERS: Treble rtatoK ZSpts n flftiJS 
22 £940. 21 £1 jB 5. Raw drew* £12^40. ~ 
Immk £0,70. SOiawRys: £1395.70. ( 
me 33 8 24 7 18 26. 

Rugby League 

OUham Baas wU play ther Super Leage 
home game against Pars on Friday 28 
JidB at Bouxtoiy Rsrit, the home ofiheir 
footbaD nei^ibours. Oldham Athletic. 

Rugby Union 

Dean Richards, the England No 8, has 

been re-elecied as leteesta-ngas’ cap- 
tain for next season. 

Victor Uboguwi return to the Bath front 
row fortha return match 
under rugby union rules at 
on Saturday. Bath win be without Their 
three touring Scots as wed as Jeremy 
Guscott andBen Oarie but wil stfi field 
nine flffBtnationBts. 

KWH (Osama man* u Wipe, Mdamhare, 
ssuriff* 1 J StoMmone. v daOsnMa 

(capn. Aoetnyo. A Lunodere M Gao. I Sanden. 
h Yaes, G Obbb, V UboBL M Haag. N Rednen. 
E Pearce, S qjomoh, a Robaason. 

Sumo 

StMMHCRANDTOURHAMBirO'OiWOffnill 
■toy of 15: AsanoMka (oon 6, los 31 tt Q^- 
tstofl (6-5); Kyoktoocan (7-4) to Dwhi (6-57. 
tauMAw «-9) M O0nehara (4-7); snaodim 
(6^ s WstoAia (7-4K H0SWUM (543 ta Uwv 
oumi (5-8): Waushon C-9i to resna nraWnto 
(Mi; KonehU (8-31 to Aodroma (6-5); Toeto- 
npsMe (7-4) to Kotobeppu (4-7); JameHasogs 
(7-4; to Ganyu (4-7): Koosisuma T&-6J n 
fcaiwno (4-7); w anona na (4-7) to Kento (*■ 
7i: MsugBaei r3-en k Teaa (2-9); Astonyuto 
to (4-7) III KtotonaMto 0-Bk Ktoo (9-2) « 
TossnauM (4-7); Mwwre (S-3) W MraMtl- 
r (3-8): TdaaaW 15-6) to lunorasmi 0-89: 


the money received for Spruce 
to strengthen their own First Di- 
vision promotion push. 

Smith's younger brother, 
Tbny, has been appointed as- 
sistant coach to Ross O’Reilly 
at Workington- The former St 
George player joined the club 
as a player eariier this month, 
but broke a bone in his hand in 
his second game. 

Wigan confirmed that Craig 
Murdock will play scrum-half in 
the return march with Bath un- 
der rugby union rules at Twick- 
enham on Saturday. The regular 
scrum-half and captain, Shaun 
Edwards, has ruled himself out 
with rib ligament damage. 


Wtoonoftana (10-1) to Daeroho t&5K Ttooncn- 
am (10-1) to MjjsasNmaiu (7-4): AMbono 18- 
3) to Atorstoma (4-7); lefcaraharo 110- 1) to 
KtetocMdoto 0-B). 

Swfamnli^ 

en6IAND16IM (Swan HMs nraal. Rcnra, at 
May): Mow 6 Brattcd (Chy of Bai»WBRU. d 
Hpdson (Pwearautti wonreeai. a m radwis cay 
to Leeds}. C MM* (ttomato Aquabeam. J Par- 
rack (C4y to Leski. D Warren (CBy to Leeds). 
Htona n; D 4nn*BMi iBamuff) at kfloees), H 
BStadMn (Si Helens). S BraumukM (City to 
□cranny). s Cn«bite (Cfly to B«S OKI). K H»w- 
enft (MarcMGier Uraed SBHonf). S Prtw (B»- 
rat Cntnhaffl. 

Tamris 

DAVIS CUP BmVAJHean ama: Pool A: Senega) 
5t AaMiorai 3-0: Ethiooa Or Socbn 21: Uthuo- 
■mUleafind 3-0. PoolS: Turkey muectoeraten 
3ft Baraga KAnrena 2-1: Boa« MTi«sa 2-1- 
A3P WORLD TEAM CUP TOURNAMEXT (DOs- 
Btodctf): BAm Braup: Netherlands. 2 Itosse 1: 
Czech Reoubre 3 Uiwed Status 0. Red ttuqc 
Sprai 3 Germany ft Swaratmd 3 Sweden ft 
RAffFBSEN GRAND PRIX {St Poitaa. Aat) 
Marfa slnghM. first round: F Manbfe ISp) U 
D RM ICz Raw 4-6 6-4 6-1. Second Roaad: 

AGeudens 00 to S Ataouota UtWi 6-0 
6-1: S Daeedel (Cz Rep) to S PescosoMo (SI 

5- 3 60: M Rios (Chile) to M Fti«ton aiul 

6- 2 6-2; T Uccrer (/Bit) M M-H GoeUner (Ge») 
6-7 6-4 7-6: F Clarat (5p> to J Sanchez (Stf 
B-7 60 6-2: F Manure (So) to G aawBid tGB) 
6-2 6-7 6-3; K CMsen (Den) U Y e^ynaou 
(MM 6-1 6*4: S Eates (Sm) « B Btefc 13m) 
6-4 7-5. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Crictet 

110 sat Mtes stated 
TEXACO TROPHY (FbstQnpOayltoamtfoDBfl: 
The Oval: Engfend v IndO. 
BRniUeaCASSUItoNCECOlWTTCHAMION- 
STOP m* day to tow unto** StBWd): Derby: 
Dabyshire v Esem. A b oi ga maor- Gtorargm * 
wa t w tos hra. Oracra tor Gbraeswvm nSw- 
iw. PsRsmeutfc Ha nq Eh re v Oumam. Oan- 
t wb nr y : Kern v Yonotare. Taurton: Somerset v 
Ncnhomnonsne. Otpisirmr VhnraMwre v 
LmeeomhrtL Horehrai (tecand dayp): suwm 
*UiMtttnr»plaryeaanlw-nlM. 

0TI» MATCH (Fkst day totbra# Ttertite: 
Oacdl UnweratyvNuntogiarndW) 111301. 
BAM HOGG TROPHY (Ora itaykMpto (M«ad- 
PetowMre v Lanoxhse. Seuttonpren: 
Hanpsiwpv Qanwnn. Wskaft Minor Cones 
v (tocesBtawe. Uartd^= MtkftoA v North- 
ansADn. 

Football 

WIBMMMNAL FMEHDLY 

<Wns * EnMand (1246pai BST) 

(« Bfcrtorr aedtoii. Pemnff 


The sport went back to court 
today in Australia with the 
opening of Super League's ap- 
peal against the ruling banning 
it from lacking off there before 
the year 2000. Seven days have 
been set aside for the hearing, 
in the federal court in Sydney, 
with Super League’s lawyers ar- 
guing 62 points of law from the 
original marathon court case; 

& Rupert Murdoch's organ- 
isation loses again, his only re- 
maning option would be to seek 
a hearing before Australia's 
high court, although speculation 
is strong that he would instead 
cut his losses and concentrate 
on his rugby union investments. 


SPANISH WOMEN'S OPEN (Madrid) Sto- 
gee. a sce n d round: M Seles 1 US 1 to B Stolen 
UW) 3-6 7-6 B-2: J Noratra iCTPep) m L Ray- 
mond IKS) 6-2 7-5: B Stomte-Mnimtiy iNetti) 
to R Bottom (CtRepi 6-4 6-3: M Maleeva iBuii 
to M Antoma Sancnc: (Sty 6~» 6 1: A Coctw 
ISA) tn E UMwtseva iRusi 6-4 0-4: A Sanclwr 
Vtcano i5p) bt F Ltoot (iVj? 7-5 6-1; I Sputou 
(Rom) Wo N Sawamtosu uapan'. 

WORLD WOMBTS DOUBLES CUP ( Cra k terk 
hart. EMoburgfi) Stages, quarter-ltoata: M 
McGraai (USI and L NraiArd lljii w J HethM- 
kiaan (Can) and K Radkre (Ausi 6-3 3-6 6-3: 

N Aiavit (US) and M floteffto iMSM to P Tara 
bn (Aig> and C Ve. (Nectn 6-2 6-1 
STRASBOURG WOMEN’S OPEN Sin***, 
second round: A Hu btr I6er< to K Kstonvsndi 
iGert 4-6 6-3 6-2; J Wmsner iAui) Wjir. Sn- 
Tartofran 6-2 6-2; L Dawnpoii >USi tn L Ghi- 
■ad iFfl 6-1 7-5; N Tjiaat ff'l to N A«»™to 
Uapan) 6-3 6-2: 6 PouUa IAui) M A Fusj iHi 
6-4 6-3: A Dechaume- Bt'Carnt iFn bt M J Fet 
nsnds (US) 3-4 ret; A Mccr il)S> to L Cau- 
to« (Bel) 6-2 6-4; K SludemiMM iStanhi bt 
A 0865, 1 Get i 6-4 6-0. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

250 

The cost to Ajax fans, insiders 
(£100), of having their ashes 
sprinkled over the Amsterdam 
club's hallowed turf. A Dutch 
crematorium is buyingsome erf 
the pitch to transplant in their 
cemetery before the stadium is 
demolished. They will also of- 
fer memorial plaques in red and 
white, Ajax's colours. 


Speedway 

PRBBER ICABUB SMlIitod v lra«EalDP (7 j 49. 
SPEEDW A Y STAR CUP (7-30) Flat ronnd anc- 
aadlae iMUesmrai Sscond nuod sob- 
ond tec feswto) v W4 wi ( a iig < y».' London v 
rM s d ln fr 

Other spoits 

TOMS: Mm Wbnrara Dbibisc era (Bwuwds. 
EQUESIWHEMiWMnHoraTnaB IWntoAt. 
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Brothers pair 
up in battle for 
squad places 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Peking 

Of all the places in which to play 
a pair of brothers England had 
to choose China - a country 
which, for more than 20 years, 
has tried to convince its popu- 
lation to settle for one child per 
family, preferably a girl. 

That oddity will not be lost 
on many of the 65,000 crowd at 
today's friendly international 
but, back home in Bury, it will 
not concern Neville Neville, 
proud father of Gary and PhiL 

Gary is a relative veteran of 
nine caps but Phil, two years the 
younger at 19, win be making his 
debut. He is on the left of a de- 
fence which includes Tbny 
Adams, who is hoping to prove 
bis fitness for Euro 96. In front 
of them, in a team which shows 
trine changes from the one which 
defeated Hungary 3*0 on Satur- 
day, Jamie Redknapp and Nick 
Barmby will be playing for their 
squad places. Alan Shearer is also 
back but the three most impor- 
tant players to Venables’ side, 
David Seaman, Paul Ince and 
Teddy Shermgham, are rested. 

The Nevilles are the sixth set 
of brothers to play together for 
England and only the second 
this century after Jack and Bob- 
by Charlton, who were last in 
harness in 1970. They are both 
quick, intelligent and com- 
posed. Venables said of PhD: 
‘‘He’s an outstanding talent 
His career has followed a very 
similar pattern to his brother’s. 
He is young but has already 
prayed in some tough games. 
Both brothers have the same 
level-headed temperament and 


should be around for England 
for years to come.” 

“Tve just phoned my and 

he’s even happier than 1 am," 
said PhiL, who is Venables* 26th 
new cap. “I think it means even 
more to him when we play to- 
gether than to us. 

“We had a practice game 
this morning. I was in the team 
wearing the orange bibs and I 
sensed it was the team that was 
going to play because Gazza was 
in it. Then Tfcny called me to oae 
side and told me I was playing. 
It was an unforgettable moment. 

“The reason I was not on the 
bench on Saturday was that 
Terry had asked me to go into 
the stand and watch bow the sys- 
tem was played. ‘Watch it very 
closely* he had said.” 

“Managers do not look at us 
as a f>air but as individuals,” 
Gary added. “I won’t be giving 
him any advice - you have to 
learn for yourself. It is the only 
way to get better.” 

Adams will be playing his first 
senior competitive match since 
a knee operation in January. 
“He looks fine,” said Venables, 
who has restored him to the cap- 
taincy. With Mark Wright out of 
the European Championships, 
Adams, if be is able to adjust to 
the new defensive formation, 
should regain his once-unques- 
tioned place in the team. 

Whether Gareth Southgate 
actually plays ahead of Adams, 
or alongside, wQl depend on the 
Chinese. “We don’t know how 
they’ll play. I have told them 
you’ll have to adapt when you get 
out there,” Venables said. This 
is precisely the sort of derision- 
making he has been enraurag- 
ing his players to make since he 
took over and it will be inter- 


Hong Kong alcohol ban 


Hong Kong, fearing English 
football hooligans may follow 
their team to the British colony, 
has banned alcohol at Sunday's 
match against a local side and 
hired hundreds of extra securi- 
ty guards, including soldiers. 

It seems to be an extreme 
measure as only about 200 fens 
- vetted and accredited by the 
Football Association -will be 
seated in a special area. 

The alcohol ban is the first 
ever imposed at the Hong Kong 


stadium, site of the popular an- 
nual rugby union sevens tour- 
nament at which alcohol is 
considered by many fans an in- 
tegral part of the entertainment. 

Yet the Hong Kong organis- 
ers are leaving nothing to chance 
aiKi fare wiH be subjected to ran- 
dom searches as they enter the 
stadium. “'We will not allow 
anybody to drink alcohol or 
beer at the stadjum,"Miranda 
Yu, deputy chief executive offi- 
cer at the Hong Kong FA, said. 


Publidy the Chinese say they 
are just pleased to be on the same 
pitch; privately they are expect- 
ing to win. England’s fortunate 
2-1 Wembley win over Japan in 
the s umm er is fresh in the mind 
Venables said he would be “de- 
lighted” with a repeal of the 
scoreline and, given the condi- 
tions, be probably means iL 

Although the temperature 
drops in the evening it win still 
be warm, the pitch is playable but 
not good, the crowd will be pas- 
sionate and the opposition en- 
thusiastic. Yet England 
sCiH win. “We need an early goal,” 
noted Paul Gascoigne, who 
steered his way through a tor- 
tuous trilingual press confer- 
ence with perfect diplomacy. 

Gascoigne was one of the few 
players not to go to the Great 
Wall yesterday. Instead he 
played cards at the team hoteL 
“Everyone has different ways of 
relaxing” he said. Given that the 
trip involved a fair bit of foot- 
slogging in near-90 degree heat 
his decision may have been 
right, however strange it seems. 

Gascogne will be resuming a 
midfield partnership with Red- 
knapp which looked very good 
against Colombia. Redknapp 
was then injured and struggled 
to regain his form. Bannby also 
impressed in that September 
game, linkhtg well with Shearer, 
only to lose form as Middles- 
brough tied up. Both, said Ven- 
ables, looked sharp in training. 

According to Sir Len Apple- 
yard, the British Ambassador to 
China, the Chinese have “de- 
veloped a real football atmos- 
phere”. Venables, who saw a 
game here a fortnight ago, said 
they make a lot of noise with 
bamboo whistles which sound 
like high-pitched boms. To 
counter than there will be just 
over 300 English supporters, 
some of them resident here. 
There could have been 270 
more but, bizarre ly. Michael 
Heseltine’s British trade mission 
left for Shanghai yesterday. 
Clearly the link between football 
and corporate entertaining b one 
Western trend yet to be includ- 
ed in China's economic reforms. 

, PNtvOe (Man IIW): South©** 
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Wall pass: Alan Shearer returns today for England after a trip to China'S great attraction yesterday 


Photograph: Laurence Griffiths 


Germans settle Macclesfield row 


Germany have settled their dif- 
ferences with Vauxhall Con- 
ference minno ws Macclesfield 
and will train at the non-League 
chib’s ground during Euro 96 af- 
ter a row over expenses was re- 
solved yesterday. 

Euro 96 officials and the 
German federation have agreed 
to donate £2,000 each to the 
newly crowned FA Trophy hold- 
ers and will share the costs of 
stewarding. Police costs have 
also been waived. 

The SHkmen were imhappy 
that they might be considerably 
out of pocket after agreeing to 
accommodate one of the 
favourites for the competition, 
who are slaying at a hotel based 


nearby in the Cheshire coun- 
tryside. Qub officials considered 
rhargjng admissi on to train- 
ing, but the Germans would not 
agree to that, saying that would 
be on unfair on the fans as they 
could not say bow long eachses- 
sion would last 

The German Consul Gener- 
al in Manchester, Rolf Meyer- 
Olden, intervened in the dispute 
and helped bring it to an end. 
He sai± “We are glad the mat- 
ter is settled. There will be no 
admission charge because we 
want to make this a gesture of 
open training to show our ap- 
preciation of our own fans and 
that of our English hosts." 

A Euro 96 spokesman con- 


firmed: “The dispute over fi- 
nancial arrangements has been 
settled and Macclesfield have 
dropped their complaint.” • 

Manchester Uriited keeper 
Peter Schmeichel yesterday 
pledged his future to the Old 
TtafTord club - killing off sug- 
gestions surfacing in Spain that 
the Danish international could 
join Bobby Robson at 
Barcelona. 

Robson, installed as manag- 
er at the Nou Camp on Tues- 
day, is a close friend of 
Schmedcbel, who is widely re- 
garded as the best keeper in the 

world. But Schmeichel is keen 
see out the remain mg two years 
of his contract at Old Trafford, 


saying: “I am very happy at 
Manchester United and I have 
just completed the best season 
of my career. 

“United are asbig as any dub 
in Europe at the moment and 
I am convinced we can carry on 
winning major trophies. I don’t 
feel there is any way I can bet- 
ter myself. 

“Wien my contract expires 
m review the situation. It could 
be that I’ll carry on with Unit- 
ed because the way things have 

S ine for me since I arrived at 
Id Trafford, I could never see 
myself playing for any other ma- 
jor club.” 

Liverpool’s four injured in- 
ternationals are all expected to 


be fit for next season fbUofcring .. 
Su ccessf ul operations. ' 

Stan Collymore, who 
forced out of Euro 96, has rei -; 
sponded well to a double hemik 
operation and should be back 
available when Liverpool report- - 
forpre-seasoo training on 1 1 July . 

The Republic of Ireland inr 
temationals PhD Babb and Jar 
son McAteer are recovering 
from treatment. Babb hadavadpv 
cose vein removed while McA- 
teer is having treatment for a 
recurring knee problem. And 
the England centre-back Mark 
Wright is hoping to be back for 
the start of the season despite 
limping out ctfEuro 96 with knee 
ligament damage last Saturday. 


Bruce signs for Birmingham 


ANDREW MARTIN 


Steve Bruce, the 35-year-old 
Manchester United defensive 
stalwart, yesterday joined First 
Division Birmingham City on a 
free transfer. 

Bruce is the first major sign- 
ing of Trevor Francis, who re- 
placed Barry Fry as Birming- 
ham manager earlier this 
month. The possibly of a coach- 
ing role at St Andrew’s has ap- 
parently tempted Bruce to 
chose the lower division side 
over another season with the 
Double winners. 

“It will be a terrible wrench 
leaving United,** Bruce said. 
“But at this stage of my career 
the offer from Trevor Francis is 
too good to turn down.” 

Bruce, who made his United 
debut in 1987, helped guide the 
club to three championships in 
four seasons. However, he was 
left out of the squad for the FA 


Cup final victory over Liverpool. 
Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, said: “We have had to 
concur with Steve’s wishes. That 
is the veiy least we owe him. It 
gives him the chance to extend 
his career and it is a marvellous 
challenge for him." 

United, meanwhile, have been 
sealed for next season’s ex- 
panded European Champions’ 
League Ixtt Rawas, the Scottish 
ride holders, wffl have to quali- 
fy for the 24-dub competition. 

The assertion of Rank dads, 
the Nottingham Forest manag- 
er, that Jason Lee’s career had 
taken a downward spiral be- 
cause of derision meted out by 
BBC 2 r s Fantasy Football League 
was itself roundly ridiculed. 

The 25 -year-o Id forward, 
whose distinctive dreadlocks 
and poor form have been a con- 
tinuing source of amusement for 
the programme’s hosts, Frank 
Skinner and David Bad die], 
has been transfer listed. 


But Clark’s claim that the 
£200^)00 signing from Southend 

has been victimised was round- 
ly dismissed in a statement is- 
sued by the comedians’ agents. 

“Rank Clark is wrong to 
blame us for Jason Lee’s de- 
cline," it read. “He bought the 
player in the first place and now 
is deciding to sell him. It is ob- 
viousfy convenient to blame ns.” 

Kenny Jadoett has become the 
Watford manager in a reshuffle 
at Vicarage Read that sees Gra- 
ham Taylor, the former England 
manager who returned to the 
dub last season, becoming gen- 
eral manager. 

Jackett, who made more than 
400 appearances for Witford be- 
fore a knee injury cut short his 
career six years ago, yesterday 
appointed Luther Bhssett as 
his No 2. Last season the former 
team-mates shared the first 
team, reserves and youth coach- 
ing duties as the club were rel- 
egated from the Fust Division. 
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Ridgeon comes full circle 


ACROSS 

7 Contumacious attitude of 
French person ringing anoth- 
er? (S) . . 

9 Same doctrinaire bigot re- 
turning from Spain, maybe (6) 

lOPremier riven first place? (4) 

1 1 Old walled city (4. 6) 

12 Nurse dined in upper cham- 
ber (61 

14Error in reading, one apt to 
make you sort of madder? (8) 

15 Periodical medication (6) 

17 Pass leads to foul (6) 

^Conspicuously brilliant way of 

arranging core time? (S) 

22 Sup presses foreign article 
wnttcn on the fifteenth (6) 

23 Dire hint is given about being 
cut off (10) 


24 Instrument referred to by new 
driver in front of trude (4) 

25 Flour ingredient, note, impli- 
cated in rung disorder (6) 

26 Person with degree in a single 
subject? (8) 

DOWN 

1 Slow pulse makes you very 
tired (4-4) 

2 Attitude shown by people 
around one (4) 

3 Extension ensures factor will 
have about a year m Paris (6) 

4 Flying over East Indian island, 
mostly diy(S) 

5 Almost the last lap for those 
going to Split, wc near? (6, 4) 


6 In which you’ll see a set of 
drawers, with cups up above? 
( 6 ) 

8 Standard measure printed on 
notice (6) 

13 Don’t bother completing form 
( 10 ) 

lbLisiening device? Maybe her 
Pa will get one (8) 

18In which we may pick winners 
if we're on a roll? (8) 

19 Amulet that is seen on Egypt- 
ian, possibly (6) 

21 Apt to be taken in? (6) 

22 Some authentic examples ate 
very tempting (6) 

24Cut top off smooth, shiny veg- 
etable (4) 
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Win a Franklin Spellmaster worth £25 
CALL 0891 311017 

To cnier, phone 0891 31 1 017 before midnigh: wiih the answers to ibe first thro sohmoiB acrosss and down. Leave 
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. Calls cost 39p per 


cheap rate. 49p per matte all other tones. 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Jon Ridgeon, named yesterday 
as Britain’s 400 metres hurdles 
choice for the European Cup in 
Madrid, described his return to 
top flight athletics as a “mira- 
cle” - and for once, the use of 
the word was understandable. 

The 29-year-old former 
world 110m hurdles stiver 
medallist has risen to the top of 
the British r anking s on his third 
comeback after desperate 
Achilles tendon problems which 
required four operations. 

Now he will compete in his 
first European Cup in a team 
which also includes the former 
Olympic javelin champion "fos- 
sa Sanderson who, like him, last 
competed for Britain at the 1992 
Worid Cup in Havana. 

“It’s a miracle I'm back," Rid- 
geon said. “I was told I would 
never run again and I never 
thought 1 would. It’s a dream 
come true. There is still a way 
to go and I must be cautious. 
But Fve been training for six 


months now without any inter- 
ruptions. As I learn the event 
again. I’m sure I can go quick- 
er and then start thinkin g about 
the Olympics." 

Sanderson, 40, will compete 
in her seventh European Cop 
after coming out of retirement 
last Saturday and immediately 
achieving the Olympic javelin 
qualifying standard. Her first 
was in 1975 when some of the 
team-mates she will join chi 1 
and 2 June were not even bom. 
But there is no 800m return yet 
for Diane Modahl, who was fi- 
nally cleared of drug-taking by 
the Int ernational Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation two months 
ago. 

The double World Champi- 
onship medallist Kelly Holmes 
switches to (he two-lap event af- 
ter a shaky opening 1500m in At- 
lanta on Saturday. She will take 
stock of the situation after an 
800m this weekend and Modahl 
wOl come into contention for her 
place if there are more prob- 
lems. But two girls, Hayiey Par- 
ry and Sonya Bowyer, are ahead 
of her in the rankings. 


The selectors have gone for 
European champion Du’aine 
Ladejo ahead of Mark Richard- 
son in the 400m -Britain’s most 
competitive event - and Dafron 
Grant before Steve Smith in the 
high jump. Linford Christie 
bids to extend his remarkable 
record in the competition to 
seven successive 100m wins. 
Christie, who has yet to say 
whether he will defend his 
Olympic title, also goes in the 
200m, aiming tor a third con- 
secutive sprint double. 

Sally Gunnell and Colin 
Jackson are tack after missing 
last year’s meeting through in- 
jury and iDness, while Jo nathan 
Edwards renews his association 
with the competition which 
launched his amazing triple 
jump sequence in Lille 12 
months ago. 

Automatic choices missing 
are Steve Backley, who has had 
an Achilles operation, John 
Regis with slight Achilles trou- 
ble and Yvonne Murray, who 
lost valuable winter training 
with a back problem. 

Squad, Sparing Digest, page 31 


Sun Microsystems' new range of Ultra 
Enterprise servers return quite stunning 
results in standard bench testing. 

But wouldn't it be more useful to know 
how they would perform with your 
applications and data? Morse can now 
help you do this by testing your software 
on these systems in our Applications 
Centre. Or, if you prefer, we can often do 
this testing on your own premises, 
demonstrating integration with other 
systems on your network. 

If we can help you, call 0181 232 8686. 



Morse Computers 0181 232 8686 








